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INCE the firſt Publication of the following Letter, 
13 to whom it was directed; — the 
verend My. Fiſher, Miniſter of the Goſpel in 
the Afectate Congregation at Glaſgow, has in his 
keview of the Preface to a Narrative, 22 thought ſir to 
tat the Author of this Letter not in the handſameſt Man- 
r; nor have Meſſieurs Robe, Williſon, Ogilvy, &c, 
raped the heavie Cenſures.— T believe theſe Gentlemen 
lev? learned, with me, from the higheſt Authority, not 
w render Railing for Railing ; and can make particular 
Allewarce for Mr. Fiſher's unguarded Warmth, conſi- 
kring his preſent Circumſtances. e 
I have aaded, in Anfaver to his Review ſo far as dt con- 
ers my Letter, ſeveral marginal Notes under the Places 
heed to. of tei contain little more than Mr. 
Fiher's Charge, and 2 Direction to theſe Paragraphs au 
which tis founded, leaving the Reader to judge for him. 
ſelf. And indeed I fpoull have left the Reverend Authar 
in full Poſſeſſion of all his angry Obſervations, had nat 
this Edition been called for, being penſcraded that the 
beffed Work be oppoſes could not thereby have ſuffered a 
great deal: For My. Fiſher vill be found, however un- 
poliſhed in bis Treatment of thoſe who differ from him, 
Jet /o polite 70 the Cauſe they maintain, as to pay his 
lampliments auly at a Diſtarce, without diſturbing the 
main Argument, . 
What he has paſs'd untouched, and what he has acknow- 
aged, will go far to prove the Ouzſtion in debate. Ac- 
urdingly the Reader will obſerve, — " 
a 2 at 


by To the READER. 


That he condeſcends to allow that Perſon 
may be converted within the Pale of the 
eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, 


ce Altho' (ſays he, p. 24.) Mr. Webſter artfully inſi- 
te nuates, that it has been charged upon the Gentlemen of 
cet rhe Seceſſion as he calls them, and drawn as an Inference 
« from their Writings, — T hat not one Soul can be con- 
« yverted within the Pale of the eſtabliſhed Church 9 
* Scotland; — yet none of theſe Miniſters ever ſuid ſo, 
t And I Believe never thought ſo : Na, as I hinted 10 
„ they won d rejoice to ſee T houſands for One really con- 
% gerted, and that the Gathering of the People were in- 
* deed unto Shiloh (a).“ | 

He alſo admits, 


That Perſons, when converted, may re- 
main in the eſtabliſhed Church, and be 


fo far deluded, at leaſt for a Time, as 
not to join the Seceſſion. 


« T may add further, ſays he, that their Charity 
*« (meaning the Miniſters of the Seceſſion) is not ſo nar- 
« row, but that they think that MANY are in the 
« eſtabliſhed Church, and carried off with the Deluſion 
« of the Day, who were formerly, and conſequently till 
* are, gracious Perſons ; whoſe Eyes the Lord may yes 
« open in his Time.” It is ſcarce needful to 9bſerve, as 
Allowances are here made for Chriſtians of ſome Standing, 
d have not yet joined the Seceſſion, That the Subjetts 

a When the Reader comes to p. 10. of this Letter, he will 
ſee that Mr. Webſter does not infinuate artfully, bur plainly tells, 
what has been charged on the Gentlemen of the Seceſſion ; and 
at the ſame Time declares, that he would not think ſo unwor- 
thiiy of them, till they ſaid ſo in expreſs Words. He is highly 
pleaſed with finding there was no Ground for the Aſſertion; 


and hopes this Acknowledgment of Mr. Fiſoer's will not be te- 
tracted. wel 5 LW.” 


* 


To the READER. v 
of the preſent Work in the Weſt have in this reſpect 4 
quſter Claim ta the. Afﬀſociate Brethrens Charity; — be- 
cauſe, their ſpiritual Fathers not thinking it Duty to ſe- 
parate from the eſtabliſhed Church, it muſt require Time 
and . ſerious Reflection ere the ſpiritual Children can 'ſee 
through the Deluſion : — T hey ought certainly not raſbly 
#0 give up with ſuch, whoſe Miniſtry God has ſo remark- 
ah bleft as the Inſtrument of their Converſion. And be- 
des, as afterwards ſhown, the Sceders have laid a par- 


ticular Stumbling-block in the Way of theſe young Converts, 


by charging them as under diabolical Poſſeſſions, Sr. 
=ohich. can't fail to beget Prejudices not ſoon removed.— 
J may add, That it vill not be pretended that the 
diſtinguiſhing Points of the Seceſſion ought to be the firſt 
and chief Care of a' Soul juſt noo brought under alarming 
 Apprehenſions of Divine Wrath, or when but beginning 
ro be religious (b). Mr. Fiſher's charitable Sentiments 
of thoſe who have not Freedom to join with the Teſtimony 
of the Aſſoctate Presbytery, may be farther learned from 
his Anſaver to the following Oueſtion, propoſed to them 
by a late Writer, Dare any of you ſay; — that the judg- 
ing your Teſtimany irregular, and <vhat the Lord re- 
« qutred not at your Hands in the Way and Manner you 
* have given it, and their cloſe Conjund ion with their 
%% Mini 22 are certain Evidences that they are chriſt- 
&« leſs and graceleſs who do ſo© ? Mr. Fiſher replies, 
P. 54. If - ſome Perſons had not better Evidences of 
their being in a State of Grace than their judging the 
* Teſtimony we were honoured to give to be irregular, and 
« their cloſe Conjunction with their Miniſters, who are 
« carrying en a Courſe of Deſection; it would be no great 
% Breach of Charity to ſay, that they are chriſtleſs and 
* graceleſs ho do ſo. hs Anſwer, ſtrange and evaſive 
as it is, needs no Commentary to ſneww that Mr. Fiſher ts 
not yes ſo hardy as ro make an Approbation of their Acts 
and Teſtimony eſſential to a State of Grace, or the re- 
maining in the eftabliſhed Church inconſiſtent with à real 
Work of Converſi;n. + wb, Þ 2 


Þ P. 25. of this Letter. © Sce p. 25, of this Letter, 


9 mr ons io rr eo ar or rr — — - 
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yi To the 'RE ADER; 
Tt it be again obſerved, ' © h 


That Mr. Fiſher has offered nothing tq 
prove, that the outward Effecis upon the 
Body, wherewith this Work is attended 
in ſome of its Subjects, are inconſiſtent 


with a Work of the Spirit of God. 


This is what Mr. Fiſher mult prove, or he ſays nothing 
to the Purpoſe.—— For us dot build on unuſual Symp- 
torns,— or pretend that Perſons ſo affected muſt of Con- 
ſequence be ſavingly <vrought upon; — but only plead that 
they are not incompatible with ſaving Operations upon 


the Mind . Mr. Fiſher, when asked by My. Robe if 


| te woud ſay theſe Things were inconſiſtent, anſivers, 


p. 62. © 7 have already ſhown from Mr. Edwards, that 
Le the Riſe of theſe bodily Agutations and Agonies is nat 
„ only Antiſcriptural, d Diabolical: therefore 
* every ſound Divine muſt maintain, in theſe Circum- 
« ſtances, that they are inconſiſtent 277 a ſaving Wark 
& of the Spirit of God at the Time ;z— ho I don't ro- 
* fuſe that ſome ſuch Perſons may afterwards be the 
4 Subjects of the Spirit's gracious Operations. f vs 
of -little Conſequence to notice the Phraſe that he uſes of 
bodily Agonies and Agitations; hat he might point them 


"out, however unfairly, as reſembling the agitating Ca- 


miſſars.— 7 His is the ſecond T1ſtance wwe have had Occa- 
ion to obſerve of Mr. Fiſher's Talent at anſwering Queſtions. 
Je ſecms to me indeed either very unhappy in his Expreſ- 
ſion, ur very unwilling to ſpeak plainly 3 but, if I under- 
ſtand him aright, he does not here maintain that bodrhy 
-Dijtreſs is inconſiſtent with a ſaving Work of the Spi- 
rit of God.— I am the more confirmed in this Opinion, 
From his allowing, p. 27. that at Irvine, in 1625, Many 
* Perſons were ſo choked and taken by the Heart, that 
ee thro Terror, the Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure convincing 
„ them of Sin in hearing the Word, — they have 1 
3 8 | ac WL 
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To the READER. vit 
© had to fall over, and thus carried out of the Church, 
« who afterward proved moſt ſolid and lively Chriſtians.” 
He admits falling over in Hearing the Word in ſome Cir- 
but ſays, contrary to Fact, that Multi- 

tudes in the preſent Caſe fall over without hearing a Word 
ken or brought to their Remembrance * I appre- 
hend then, as juſt now obſerved, that, in Anſwer to Mr. 
Robe's Queſtion, he does not maintain that bodily Diſtreſs 
is inconſiſtent with a ſaving Work of the Spirit of Gad; = 


but that 1 * he has ſhewn from Mr. Edwards, that 


the Riſe of theſe bodily Agonies and Agttations is not 
« only Antiſcriptural but Diabolical, therefore every 
4 ſound Divine muſt maintain in theſe Circumſtances,” 
(viz. when the Riſe of them has been ſhown to be Anti- 
ſcriptural and Diabolical) that they are inconſiſtent with 
« a ſaving Work of the Spirit of God at the Time.” I 
dont know but that Satan, as he was allomed to inſlict 
painful Diſeaſes upon the Body of an upright Job, may 
fil in SO ME Caſes be permitted to affett their Bodies, 
in whoſe Soul God may have begun a ſaving Work, and 
at the Time 7hereof. .. But, allowing- My. Fiſher's Infe- 
rence to be juſt, it will be proper to enquire, By whas 
Medium he rom from My. Edwards, that the RISE 
of the bodily Diſtreſs of the People in New- England is 
Antiſcriptural and Diabolical? For Proof of this, Mr. 
Fiſher alledges, p. 13. My. Edwards having acknow- 
“ Jedged that this Work is begun by Repreſentations of 
* dreadful Objects upon the Imagination; and makes 
Mr. Edwards mean alſo to ſay, © That the People in 
« New-England have a lively ſenſible Repreſentation car- 
* ied in upon their Imagination of material Flames, 
« which they apprehend to be the Flames of Hell- fire.“ 
It will perhaps ſurpriſe the Reader, not acquainted with 
Mr. Fiſher's Way of. doing, to be told, that. the above 
Aertions have no other Foundation than the following Ex- 
Preſſions of Mr. Edwards concerning ſome in the Eure. 
mity of . their Diſtreſs ; — © Very often they have a lively 
Alea of the horrible Pit of eternal Miſery ; — God ap» 


TE 


© sce marginal Note, p. 40, of this Letter, 


viii To the REA DE R. 


e pearing to them ſ much provoked, they are. appre- 


« henſive of great Danger that God will ſend them down 
* 10 the dreadful Pit they have in View. Aud again, 
&« very. many, in the Midſt of their Extremity, haue been 
« brought to an extraord;nary Senſe of their fully deſer-. 


« ving that Wrath and Deſtrufion which is then before 


« their Eyes f.“ 717) ͤ Wn: x 
Jo reſt theſe or the like Expreſſions found in the moſt 
accurate judicions Writers, into a ſenſible Repreſentation 
of material Flames, or of Hellfire, is no Evidence of , 
Mr. Fiſher's Knowledge or Ingenuity ; but to. go farther, 
and thence publiſh to rhe World, that Mr. Edwards ac- 
knowledges, © T hat this Work is begun by ſuch Repre- 
& ſentations of dreadful Objects upon the: Imagination, 
and ſo to infer that the Riſe thereof muſt be diabolical, is 
ſtill more hard to reconcite with the Candour of a Mini- 
Ber of the Goſpel : For as Mr. Edwards is not ſpeaking, 
of the Riſe of this Work in the fore- cited Paragraph, 
but what happens to ſome in the Midſt of their Extremi- 
ty, and is far from making ſuch an_Acknowledement ;- ſo 


he dire#ly maintains the contrary in the preceeding Page 


\ — 


of his Sermon. -. MEG ⁰»W] WW 
& T hoſe, in whom have been theſe uncommon Ap- 
ei pearances, have been of rwo Sorts : Either. thoſe 
« that have been in great Diſtreſs, in an Apprehen- 
on of their Sin and Miſery ; or. thoſe that haue 
& been overcome with a ſweet Senſe of the Greatneſs, 
* Wonderfulneſs, and Excellency of Divine. Things: 
ce Of the Multitude of thoſe of rhe former. Sort, that 
& T have had Opportunity to obſerve, and have been 
| 11 c cg uain- 

f I have preſented the Reader with theſe Phraſes joined toge- 
ther, that he might judge if, when thus placed in the ſtrongeſt 
Light, the Author intends any Thing, more than a hvely ſpiritual 
* which thoſe awakned Sinners have had of their Dan- 
ger, in the Light of Revelation; and if Mr. Fiſher's Invention is 
not extremely good, when he finds ,out here a ſenſible Repreſen- 
zation of material Flames. But if any will turn over to the whole 
Paſſage of Mr. Edwards, p. 48. London Edition, p. 54. Edinburgb 


\ \ 


Edition, he will find the above Phraſes intermixed with many 
others, which put it beyond all Queſtion that we have here given 
the true Senſe of the Author, we 9 


To the READER, ix 
te geguaiuted with, there huve been very few, but 
© that, by all that could be obſerved in them, in the 
« Time of it, or afterwards, their Diſtreſs (N.: B.) 
c has ariſen from real, proper Conviction, and a being 
e in a Degree ſenſible of that which was the Tiuth,” 

"Tis truly amazing, when Mr. Edwards here aſſerts 
in Woras not to be miſtakes, that their Diſtreſs, which 
has been attended with uncommon Appearances, had 
its Riſe from real proper Convittions, and a being ſen- 
ſible of Truth; — that Mr. Fiſher ſhould ' ſay, Mr. 
Edwards acknowledges this Work is begun, by Repre- 
ſentations of dreadful Objects upon the Imagination. 
a ſenſible Repreſentation of material Flames, which 
they apprehend to be the Flames of Hellfire; and thut 


the viſionary Repreſentation, &c. Truth is too ſacred © 


a Thing to be thus treated, and might have expected 
better Quarter from one accuſtomed to ſpeak from the 
Chair of Verity. — Hut it ſeems the Cauſe he 1s at pre- 
ſent obliged to ſupport, lays him open to manifo!4 
Temprarions.— And indeed this is but one of the many 
Places where Meſſeurs Edwards, Robe and others 
have been ſo treated; which a ſmall Degree of Phi- 
hſophy, and the Half of Mr. kiſher's profeſſed Tnge- 
nity, might have prevented. W 

fo return : Ler us ſuppoſe, that Mr. Edwards 


had faid4 any T bing from which it might juſtly 


have been  inferr'4, that the Riſe of the bodily Di- 
freſs of a few in New. England was Antiſcriptu- 
ral and Dialolical; How does this conclude a- 
vinſt others in New-England+? Ana by what log i- 
cal Rnile doth it conclude againſt the Subjects of the 
preſent Work, rho give 4 moſt ſcriptural, rational 
Heccuut of the Origine of their bodily Diſtreſs, as 
lowing from a quick and affecting Senſe of Divine 
Vrath, not occaſioned by any viſionary or ſenſible Re- 
preſentation, but through Means of the Word of Go1 


the Hana of the Spirit, convincing them of their - 
| A wwe Guilt 


x To the READER. 


Guilt and Miſery * ? = But ſays Mr. Fiſher, 7s is 
granted that the Work at home is ſimilar to the Work 
abroad. True, this has been granted as to the great 
Lines ; but, muſt therefore every Expreſſion of 4 Wri- 
zer in Defence of the Work abroad (explained con- 
zrary to the Opinion of thoſe who allowed of a Re- 
ſemblance betwzxt the two Caſes) be the Rule by which 
rhe Subjects of this Work at home are to be tried, and 
that too in direct Contradiction to their own Teſtimony? 
T his indeed is a ſide and eaſy Way of overthrowing 

all Evidence, hit herto I believe unknown ". 
. If Mr. Fiſher has a-mind to reaſon againſt the 
Origine of the Work in queſtion, it is eæpected he will 
not again have Recourſe to New-England, or a falſe 
Interpretation of Mr. Edwards' Sermon. T he Account 
on which we build, lies plainly before him, p. 4, &c. of 
the following Letter; and until he Hall think proper 
to ſhew from the Fact as there ſtates, that the Spring 
whence the uncommon Circumſtances flow is Antilcrip- 
tural aua Diabolical, he vill ſuffer me again to ſay, 
That he has offered nothing to prove that the outward 
Effects upon the Body, wherewith this Work is at- 
tended in ſome of its Subjects, are inconſiſtent with a 
Work of the Spirit of God.— For he caunot reaſonably 
expect᷑ that his bare Aſſertions, P. 25. not ſo very con- 
ſiſtent with what ke elſewhere allows, — will paſs for 

f : l r. 
Proof with ſuch as can't help thinking he is far from 
being 
8 P. 4. of this Letter. | 

h Taking it for granted, that Mr. Edwards had acknowledged 
that this Work is begun in SOME by Repreſentations of dread- 
ful Objects, ſuch as material Flames: Mr. Fiſer's Argument pro- 
cceds thus; Therefore its Riſe in them muſt be diabolical, con- 
ſequently its Origine muſt alſo be diabolical in ALL others in 
Aon gong, even thoſe who, according to Mr. Edevards expreſs 
Words, have no ſuch ſenſible Repreſentations. And of Courſe the 
Riſe of the Work here muſt likewiſe be diabolical and antiſcrip- 
tural, notwithſtanding the Subjects of it account for their outward 
Diſtreſs as proceeding from inward Convictions, thro' Means of 
2 Word of God in the Hand of the Spirit, without viſionaty 


epre ſentations. Is not this a curious and fine Chain of Rea- 
ſoning ? | | 


is To the READER = 
rh being infallible.— Further, it deſerves particular 
ear I Notice, that Mr. Fiſher does not pretend to den, 


2 That Perſons whoſe Diſtreſs of Mind af. 
defects their Bodies, or who go the length 


ch of Crying out, bear but ſmall Proportion 

14 3 

— to the much greater Numbers, who are | 
ng wrought upon in a more kindly and uſual | 
: Way, and about whom nothing has ap- 

: „ peared but what is common in other 1 
ik Caſes, when People have been awak'd | 
a to à ſerious Concern about Religion. | 
0 6 4 #4 © 


er This is aſſerted in expreſs Words, p. 29. of the fol. | 
ng I wing Leiter, and by all the Writers on the ſame 
ip- Side of rhe Queſtion, and indeed is ſo notour that it 
— I wilt admit of no Diſpute; and yet, while it remains 
ard true, the Work of Cambuſlang, Kilſyth, Cc. muſt be 
at- alloꝛved to be a Work of the Spirit of Goa, whatever 1 
ha Juagments we form of ſuch whoſe Concern is atten- | 
bly dea with unnſual Symptoms. — Suppoſe them, if von 
on- vil, Enthuſiaſtical, under the Power of Deluſion, in- 
for Fernal Agency, and what not ? this can feuer weaken 
om the Argument, as afterwaras obſerved, for the Genu- 
ng ine of rhis Work with reſpect to others, not under 

like bodily Impreſſions. — It wil} not be preteu- 
ged ded that God cannot be carrying on his Work in a 
cad. WY Church, if Satan be permitted to harraſs or carry off 
pro. any by his Deluſions: On the contrary, the Author 
in f the Fulfilling of the Scriptures /ays it down, in a 
cls ¶ Paſſage cited by Mr. Fiſher i, as a general Rule, 
the That, ** wherever in any of the Churches the Lora 
"Pl © has had ſome ſpecial Work on Foot, and the Inte- 
of Ml © reſt of the Goſpel gaining Ground, Satan there 
ary “ hath followed rhe ſame remarkably with ſome cloſs 
er © and ſubtile Aſa . in bringing forth ſomethi "s 

- 

I Page 28, | 


Jas To the READER: 


& of his Work in Reſemblance thereto, to beget Pro- 
ce judices againſt the Way of Truth ;” and gives for 
Inſtance what happened in Lochlearn, E9c. © upon 
« ſeveral ignorant Perſons, who in the Miaſt of Pu- 
« blick Worſhip fell a Breathing and Panting, as 
& thoſe who had run long with ſtrange Pangs like 
e Convulſions k.“ | 

T he Oppoſers of the preſent Work are aware, that 
there is no Reaſoning from thoſe under bodily Im- 
preſſions, againſt ſuch who are not thus affected; and 
therefore continually inſiſt ußon ſome uncommon Cir- 
ſtances, as if theſe took Place in all: Whereas the Ob. 
jection, trifling as it is, miliates only againſt a 
FEW, in Compariſon of the MANY about vhm 
nothing unuſual appears. And now we would obſerve 
once more, 


That Mr. Fiſher does not ſo much as at- 
* to diſprove the Facts upon which 
a charitable Opinion of the Genuinneſs 
of this Work is founded. 

One main Fact reſpects the Account which the Sub- 


Jefts thereof give of their inzvard Attainments, and the 
various Springs whence their Conviction or Conſola- 


tion flows. Yhis ſtands confirmed by the Teſtimony of 


many competent Fudges ', Men of known Veracity, 
* 


k &ce this Paſſage fully cited and conſidered, p. 43. of this 
Letter. | 
1 The Reverend Meſſieurs M*Culloch at Cambuſtang. Williſen 
of Dundee, Connel in Kilhride, Fohn Hamilton in the Baro 
Glaſgocu, Nilliam Bamilten at Bothevell, William Hamilton in 
Dowelas, M. Night at Irvine, M*Laurine at Glaſgow, Robe at Kilſyth, 
Gilleſpie ar Carneck, &c. Theſe Miniſters onely are mentioned, be- 
cauſe they have publiſhed their Atteſtations as to the Genuinneſs 
of this Work from particular Knowledge, being Eye and Ear 
Witnefſes.---- Several Preachers and others have likewiſe in a pu- 
blick Manner atteſted the Facts referred to ;--- and beſides great 
Numbers, and not a few Miniſters, that have not yet appeared in 
_ might be condeſcended on as Witneſſes of what we here 
ort · | g | 


To the READER. xiii 
who publiſh theſe Accounts from the Mouths of Per- 
ſons themſelves Another principal Fatt relates to the 
Effects flowing from theſe Operations upon their Minds: 
This again is ſupporied by the joint Teſtimony of 
their reſpective Miniſters, and thoſe wwho have beſt 
Acceſs to the neareſt View of their whole Conduct. 
So that we have here all the Evidence which the Na- 
ture of the Thing will admit; — Evidence not to be 
1- By baker, without giving up with moral Proof alto- 
24 i gether. Alr. Fiſher therefore junge well, to paſs this 
-in Silence, knowing that flying Reports, Stories 20/4. 
be y Perſons we don't know who, or where, May-bees 
a aud Poflibilities, his uſual Method of Reaſoning, 
m Bi would not ſerve his Pur poſe.— From all theſe Obſer- 
ve BY vations, taken together, it will appear, That the 
Point in Debate is brought to this one Queſtion; =— 


t- I Whether or not, from the Fats alledged, 


< proved, and not diſputed, there be 
ſs Ground to conclude, in the Judgment 

of Charity, that many Perſons in the 
2 Weſt, lately brought under Soul-concern, 
the are become real Chriſtians or truly con- 
7 verted? —— 
; 9 


ty, T take it for granted, that there are Rules by which 
rho Move may form a charitable Fragment as to the State 
of others ; and that as wwe cant juage Mens Hearts 
but by their outward Actions, — or canvaſ the ſecret q 
ien I Springs of their Conduct, — fis by their Fruits we are 
y of Ne know them. 1f the Fruit is good, ve are to * 
N Woe the Tree good ; --- If Faith jbows itſelf by Works, 
ve are to admit that "tis living and true Faith.--- This 
neſs Wis founded on infallibleTeſtimony m and to this Mr.Fiſher 
Ear agrees n. If, beſides theſe external Fruits, the Per- 
rear /n on *©hom the viſiblè Change is rough: account 
ed in for” 
here m Mat. vii. 13. 20. + Fam ii; 18, 20; | 

n Pages 8, 20. of his Review. 
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for it agreeably to the Law and the Teſtimony, and 
the Experience of other Chriſtians, we haue ſtill far. 
ther Evidence of real Converſion ; and the two to. 

ether amount to the utmoſt poſſible Proof which one 
Aan can give to another: So far there can be no 
Diſpute. It remains then that we apply theſe Rules 
#0 rhe preſent Caſe. 

Due Account which-the Subjects of this Work give 
as to their inward Exerciſe and Attainments, — in 
their Riſe and Progreſs, you have narrated, — p. 4, 5, 
of this Letter, where you will ſee them brought to a 
Senſe of Sin and Miſery, Danger and Ruin, thro? 


Means of the preached Nord; — deeply affected with | 


Stn, as atſhonouring to a Rind and loving Saviour; =. 
Pricked to the Heart with Unbelief ; — breathing after 
an Intereſt in Feſus,— in all his Offices and all his 
Relations ; — and at length happily determined to be- 
heve on him, as held forth in the Goſpel. promi ſe, for 


all their Salvation and all their Deſire. In this Man- 
ner do they account for their Work of Conviction and 


Conſelation : — How far it agrees with the Experience 
of the Saints, let the Chriſtian Reader judge, by com- 


paving this Account with what has paſſed in his own | 


Breaſt ; how far it is ſcriptural, let him try, by bring- 
ing every Part rhereof to the Standard of God's Mora. 
Mr. Fiſher has not thought proper to give his Opinion 

gon this Part of the Evidence. a 
As to the Fruits flowing from theſe inward Attain- 
ments, you have a few of them mentioned, p. 6, ), 
24, &c. where you will find, — T hat their Faith ſhews 
itſelf by Works; — 4aily ripens into Action; — work- 
eth by Love; — and is become a living Spring of new 
Obedience, — making them eſteem all God's Precepts 
concerning all Things to be right, — and to hate every 
falſe Way ; — reforming their Lives, and moulding 
their whole Conduct into a Walk and Converſation be- 
coming the Goſpel of Chriſt, w+&c. &c. Theſe Fruits 
of their Faith, afterwards enumerate at much greater 
Leygth in the Pages referred to, tis humbly thought, 
Flainky 
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| plainly enough evidence themſelves to be the genuine 


4 Fruits of the Spirit of Goa, aud conſequently lay a 
-claritable Foundation for believing that à real ſauing 
Change is. wrought in ſuch Perſons, — and that they 


are become new Creatures, when thus walking in News 
1 neſs of Life— However, norwithſtanding this Change 
es 1 accounted for by the happy Perſons according to the 
1 Scriptures, and alſo ſhining forth in all holy Conver- 
ve 1 ſation and Goalineſs, — Mr. Fiſher is pleaſed to ſay, 
p. 24 after admitting that Perſons within the 
5. © eſtabliſhed Church may be in a State of Grace, - But 
then the inconteſtible Fuidences of Converſion, ay 
© enumerate either by the Narrative, or by Mr. Ed. 
th e wards, or by Mr. Webſter, falling far Hort of tb 
—- © « diſtinguiſhing Marks of a ſaving Work of the Spiris 
er 1 © of God; — Perſons that have no other Evidences; 
1s e whether ſuch as have been under the ſevereſt. bodidy 
ee Diſtreſs, or ſuch as have had none of theſe bodily 
or e Seigures, — they may exactly correſpond to one 4. 
= ee notber, as Face anſwereth Face in a Glaſs, and 
nde yet be both under a groſs Deluſion. For my Part, 
ce „ fbould think myſelf unfaithful to my Truſt as @ 
m- e Menifter, if I made People depend ſolely upon 
on ee ſuch Hvidences of Converſion as I find inſiſted up 
1g- 4 © by che Promoters of this Mork.“ $55 
ra. I © Happy will it be for Mr. Fiſher, if found unfaith- 
on ¶ ful in no other Reſpect! It was eaſy for him to haus 
| brought the Point to a ſhort 1ſſue, — by condeſcendin 
in- on the Evidences whence one may conclude . 
„), if of the State of others, — or to have pointed out hat 
wS Marks in the preſent Caſ» are wanting, which forbid 
A. our charitable Fudgment : — Here is deep Silence. == 
ew i He deſires inneed ſome Scriptures to be conſidered o. 
pts il After reading them, I am at a Loſs to conjecture 
cry 8 what be intends.— If from Ezra and others mourni 


ng 

ing ¶ over the unlawful Marriages of ſome of the Peo A o 

be- ¶ wit Strangers, — and from the P[almiſt's Confe * "I 
=. 5 1 a 8 e * 


Fe Exel. ix, 4. Rom. vii. 21, 23, 24. | 


© The Scriptures are, Exra ix. 6. to the Cloſe, Pſal, cvi, 6,7» 
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We have ſinned with our Fathers, — zogerber with the 
Lord's Command in Ezekiel to the Man with the Wri. 
ter*s Inkborn, to ſet a Mark upon the Foreheads of the 
Men that ſigh and cry - for all the Abominations that 
be done in the Midſt of the City ;— If from theſe 
Scritures he would teach that we are to be concerned 
for the Sins of others, even the Iniquities of our Fore- 
fathers, and would. at the ſame Time inſinuate that. 
the People in the Weſt have no ſuch Concern on their 
Spirits, — he will find himſelf contradicted by. as 
many as join with them ia their publick Miniſtrations 
and their more private Societies. Not to ſpeak of 
«what paſſes on Days of ſolemn Humiliation and Pray- 
er, — When do Meſſieurs M Culloch and Robe, E5c. 
appear before the Lord as the Mouth of the Congre- 


ation, without humbly confeſling that we with our 


athers have ſinned, ana aceply lamenting the grow- 
ing Impicty of the Age? — Is it not expreſly ſaid in 
the following Letter, that the Subjects of this Work 
have an affecting Senſe of Sin, not only as the Ruin 


of the Creature, but as diſponouring to a kind and 


loving Saviour? Ani every one knows, that the ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of ſuch Views are Grief. and Sor- 


row for Sin, in whomever it appears. Nay, we find 


them ſo pained for the Iniquity: and wretched State 
of others, as to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours within 


their proper Sphere, that ALL Ranks may be brought. 


humbly to acknowlege their Iniquities and ſubmit. to 


the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt v. ſn a Word, if we form 


juſt Concluſions from their profeſſed Concern for Chriſt's 
Intereſt, and ſeeming Love to the dear Reaeemer, we 
muſt ailow that Rivers of Water run down their Eyes 
becauſe Men tranſgreſs the Divine Law; — and that 
it would not be eaſy to ſay what are their anxious 
Cries and Tears in the Preſence of- the God of all 
Grace, becauſe they dwell auiong a People of unclean 


Lips. But, if Mr. Filher ould inſiuuate that they 


have made no ſuch Acknowledgment as their iN 
| | ui- 


Page 7, of this Letter. 
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Tniquities and preſent high Privileges call for, this 7 
believe they will readily own ; but neither have the 


many others in the Church of Scotland, — whom nat- 


wirhſtanding he allows to be in a gracious State. $9 
that ſtill there is no eſſential Mark wanting. I ſup- 
poſe, from Paul's Conſtict with a Body of Sin and 
Death, Mr. Fiſher would have the Reader infer, thas 
the Subjetts of this Work, who tis believed are in a 
hopeful Way, — have no ſuch Senſe or Concern 'becauſe 
of remaining Corruption. He will therefore ſuffer nie 
to remark, that the Narrative particularly ſpeaks of 
ce their Grief when vain Thoughts fill their Mind, and 
« Reſtleſneſs till they recover their former Spirituali- 
e ty *;” and that,after all their Attainments, they 
e are ſtill deeply ſenſible of the Remainders of Evil 
i that cleave to them and others in this imperfett 
te Stare *.” Mr. Fiſhet's' farther Reference to the 
Pſalmiſt's Account of the Children of Iſrael, rejpefts 
their feigned Repentance; and there may no Doubt 
be 'a ſeeming Reformation which is no thorow or 


J/zfting. Of this by. and by. Thus far concerning the 


Scriptures pointed out to our Conſideration. Mr. Fiſher 
being asked, — If the Affoctate Presbytery would 
« rel the moſt $ealous for their Teſti mony, and a- 
« gaiuſt their own Minifters, that theſe Things are 
« Marks and Evi dences of ſaving Grace ? ” anſwers, 

fling Way, — Not 0 
* 1»ſiſt upon the JInvective of calling it our Teſtimony, 
e I Aare tell every one, that a Sealons Concern 'for 4 
* pblick Teſtimony to the Kingly Office of Chriſt, and 
« the Privileges of his Kingdom, is among the di- 
* ftinguiſping Evidences of ſaving Grace which we 
« find all the Saints in Scripture had, every one of 
* them,being zealous for the Teſtimony of their Day.” 
Aſter having allowed many Saints to be within the 
eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, and other Conceſſions 


already noticed, — doubtleſs he can't mean that it is an 


eſſential Mark of ſuving Grace to join with the > 
2 Atteſtation 9, r Atteſtation 7, Ec, 
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ding Presbytery,- which if amiſſing, a Man's Chri 
ſtianity is to be called in queſtion, every other Evidence 
notwithſtanaing. I muſt then Tuppoſe, that, in a Con- 
ſiſtency with himſelf, he means that thoſe who are really 
converted will have a Concern for the Welfare of Zion, 
and the publick Intereſt of Chriſt's Kingdom.— In this 
we are agreed ©; and Mr. Fiſher, inſtead of aſſerting, 
P. 53. without any Phetext whatever, That an Aver- 
ſion to publick Acts and Teſtimonies for the declara- 
tive Glory of God takes place at preſent in theſe Mr. 
Webſter is pleading for ; — he ſhould have remembred, 
that, among other Evidences of their Converſion, this 
is particularly noticed, © That they breathe after 
& Feſts under every Character, and in every. Rela- 
tion; as a King upon bis Throne, clothed with Au- 
* thority to reign, as well as a Prieſt on the Croſs, 
« endowed with Ability to ſave *. That their Souls 
burn with Love to God, and Deſire to promote his 
c Tntereſt in a World, &c. * 

T aon t = that Mr. Fiſher has offered any other 
Remarks for weakning the Evidence now in queſtion, 
but a poſitive Aſſertion, * 40. That amongſt the 
Camiſſars were to be found © all the ſame pretended 
« FEvidences of a Work of Goa, and as ſolemn a Re- 
* 2unciation of the Devil as having any Share in it.— 
« For a Proof of this, continues he, let us compare 
© rhe . Evigences that My. Weblter gives of Divine 
Influence as the true Spring of the extraordinary 
« Work here, with the Evidences which Sir Richard 
Buckley and Mr. Lacy give of the Communications 
* 1 Grace of God to the Souls of the 
«© Camiſlars, and we will find that they exactly hit, 
* as Face anſwereth to Face in a Glaſs x. To make 
his Word good, he omits the whole Evidence I have 
brought from the rational ſcriptural Account, anſwer- 
able to the Experience of the Saints, which the _ 

| ects 
f P. 24. of this Letter. t bid. p. 4. u Did. p. 7-24. 


Xx To prove this, he cites Faithful Account of the French Pro- 
Pbeta, p. 22, 42, and my Letter, p. 7, 8. 
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jects of this Work give of its Riſe and Progreſs in 
their Souls; - and in running the Parallel bo- 
twiæt the alledged good Effects amongſt the Camiſſars, 
and the Fruits here condeſcended on, — he paſſes over 
almoſt every orher Sentence contained in the Place he 
pretends to cite : — Ana, finding even this would 
not do, he has Recourſe to hatving of Sentences ; (0 
that out of 26 Lines he preſents the Reader only with 
10, curtailed at Pleaſure J. — Ana having by this 


happy 


y I can't omit this Opportunity of giving the Reader a Speci- 
men of Mr. Fiſher's Manner of quoting the Writings which he 
oppoſes. , © Let us ſee ( ſays he) how Mr. Webſter proves that Di- 
vine Influence is the true Spring of the extraordinary Work at 
© Cambuſlang, p. 7, 8.“ The whole Paſſage is as follows; I have in 
cloſed the Places, and put them in different Charaters, which 
Mr. Fifer paſſes over. 

* But you'll readily ask, What Fruit have theſe Things? Does 
their Faith work by Love? (Does it ſpew itſelf by Works ? ) 
« Yes, my Friend, and that too in a moſt remarkable Manner. 
„Their Faith daily ripens into Action, (and, to the Conviction of 
* thoſe cho know them beſt, is a living Spring of new Obedience) 
© They eſteem all God'sPrecepts — all Things to be right, 
% (and hate every falſe Way.) The Lives of the Profane are viſibly 
* reformed; Rclative Duties conſcientiouſly diſcharged, (where 
« evere the moſt culpable Neglects;) The high Praiſes of God em- 
« ploy the Tongue of Blaſphemers ; (Harmony and Peace ſucceed 
« Strife and Contention; Families, once the Synagogues of Satan, 
are become Temples where God is worſbipped and adored ; Perſons 
« of all Ages form themſelves into little Societies for religious Diſ- 
% courſe and Prayer.) Praiſe is perfected out of the Mouth of 
“ Babes and Sucklings; groſſer Sinners profeſs the greateſt Re- 
„ morſe for Acts of Injuſtice, (and don't fail to make Reſtitution, 
« even where the Injury micht have remained hid till Time is no 
% more, and where ſuch Returns bear hard on their Circumſtances.) 

Never did any Converts appear indowed with more of a truly 
© Chriſtian Spirit. Their Souls burn with Love to God, (and De- 
fire to promote his Intereſt in a World; with Love to Feſus,) to 
* one another, and to all that bear the Divine Image. They 
* cheerfully forgive their Enemies; and wiſh well to their Fellow- 
« creatures. (How great their Concern for the Salvation of Mau- 
find, let their Works declare; Works, whatever ſome have falſly 
e reported, confined within the proper Sphere of private Chriſtians.” 

It is caſy to obſerve the Reaſon of thus mangling the above 
Paragraph: It ſerved not only to make the Reſemblance betwixt 
the Camiſſars, and the Subjects of this Work, anſwer as Face to 
Face in a Glaſs ; but was well calculate for other Purpoſes. os 
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happy Stratagem, and the grand Omiſſion above-no- 
ticed, which would equally wel} reconcile Socinus and 
Calvin, — ſtated the two Accounts, ana ſpewn that 
rhe Caſe of the Camiſſars reſembles the Preſent as Face 
anſauereth to Face in a Glaſs, — he concludes, p. 43. 
« Therefore, ſince it is owned by AL L, that the 
& Camiſlars, notwithſtanding of all their pretended 
«© FEviaences of a Divine Influence, were under 4 
ce manifeſt Deluſion, it follows, that the People here, 
& for whom no better Evidence can be produced, 


« MUST be under the ſame, till it Pleaſe the Lord 


cc ro give them a Diſcovery of their Miſtake, which 
ce I hope and wiſh he will do in his Time.” 

This Preface having already ſwelled beyond the de- 
figned Bounas, — I leave it intirely with the Reader 
to juage for himſelf, by compering the whole Hiſtory 
of the French Prophers with the following Letter, if 
Mr. Fiſher could have gone farther from Truth, than 
2ehen he ſays, p. 42. That the Evidence of a Divine 
& Influence is as ſtrong for the Camiſſars as for the 
« Subjects of this extraordinary Work in the Weſt of 
& Scotland.“ And I ſpall likewiſe allow that ALL 
of them were under a Deluſion, and that, notwithe 
ſtanding their ſeeming Reformation, ALL of them 


returned again to Folly ; — and yet every one of theſe 


Particulars might be juſtly queſtion d: But, grant. 
ing the whole, «what follows '— Why, ſays Mr. Fiſher. 
that the People in the Weſt, where the pretended Ei- 
ſects are the ſame, muſt alſo be under a Deluſion. 
Here IT beg leave intirely to differ from him.— Had 
he ſaid, may-be under 4 Deluſion, — lis Inference 
©vord have flowed from the Conceſſions now mad 
for Arguments Sake; but that they MU ST, ſtan; 
20 how ſupported, even after all that bas been frame 

| 


Inſtance, Had he taken Notice of their Love to Feſus, and Deſire 
fo promote the Intereſt of God in the World; here would been 2 
Confutation of what he alledgeg, that they are not concerned for 
the Declarative Glory of God, 
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In 4 Mord, we plead that wwe have, with reſpect 10 


vaſt Numbers of the Subjects of the preſent Work, ALL. 
the Evidence of gracious Operations by which one Man 
can judge the State of another, and that Mr. Filher 
has not pointed out any one eſſential Mark that is a- 
miſſing : And therefore, ſuppoſe he could. inſtance. 


(which I muſt be allowed to think impoſſible) any 
given Number in any Age of the Chriſtian Church, call 
them Camiſſars or what you will, in whom there ap- 


peared the ſame Evidences of a genuine Work of the 


Spirit of God, — and that yet the Event ſpewed, from 
their all returning to Folly, that it was not ſaving or 


real; — there could nothing more be inferred, than that 


Men to Appearance may be real Chriſtians, while in 


Fact only nominal Chriſtians, having a Form of God-. 


lizeſs, deſtitute of its Power.— But does it thence fal- 
low, that there are no true Converts, or that we muſt 
not in the Fuadgment of Charity think well of any 
Man ; — and that, becauſe ſome, once ſeemingly in the 
Way to Heaven, have arawn back into Peraition, we 
may ſay of others, ſtill holding on ia the Paths of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, that they are alſo under a Deluſion, 
and muſt fall ſhort of the heavenly Felicity? = Put 
the Caſe of a Man to Appearance juſt what Mr. Fiſher 
e have him to be, — a Member of the Aſſociate 
Presbytery, or one of their Aaherents, openly and 


avowedly contending for what they reckon Truth ; — 


ſtili this Man, ſeeming to be ſomething, might have 
only a vain Shew.— Paul ſuppoſes one may carry a 
Profeſſion ſo far as to reſiſt unto Blood, and give bis 
Bogy to be burned, while till deſtitute of Divine Love 
in his Soul x. But Mr. Fiſher will wot from thence 
infer, if ſuch a Man ſhould fall away, that all the 
Aſſouate Presbytery and their Aaherents mult be un- 
der a Deluſion, and will allo apoſtatize, And of 
Conſequence be onght with us again to conclude, Allow= 
ing that the Camiſſars, or any Sect you will, did for & 
little ſeemingly bring forth the Fruits of the * 1 


® 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
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and that After-experience proved their Goodneſi to be 
only. as the Morning: cloud and early Dew that ſoon 
paffeth away; nay, as obſerved, p. 8. of this Letter, 
that ſpould it 1 (which 1 pray God may not 


be the Caſe) that ſeveral Subjects of the preſent Work, 
who ſeemed to have ſtarred fair, ſball ſtop ſhort in the 
Chriſtian Courſe, their Impreſſions being but tranſi- 
ent; —it can no more be reaſonably objected againſt the 
Sincerity of others, than the paſſing Convictions of a 
Felix u prove that never any were truly converted 
under Paul's Miniſtry, or that there are no real Chri- 
ſtiaus in the Worll, becauſe many have a Name to live 
and are dead. — Judas, ſeemingly not behind the other 
Apoſtles, betrayed his Lord and Maſter ; ana yet the 
reſt ſealed the Teſtimony of Feſus with their Blood. 
pon the whole, We deſire to be deeply affected with 
the Degeneracy of the Age, and the too viſible Breach- 
es upon our once happy Conſtitution both in Church 
and State. We would wiſh to ly low in the Dull, 
becauſe that we with our Fathers have ſinned ; and 
to promote, as God enables and gives Opportunity, the 
Work of Rizhteouſneſs which ſhall be Peace, and the 
Effect thereof Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever: Bur 
cannot be of Opinion, that tis the Way to revive de- 
cayed Religion, and reform a backſliding People; to 
deſpiſe rhe Qutpouring of the Spirit, which alone can 
nale our barren Wilderneſs become a fruitful Field : 
And ſhould rather think it a better Method to accom- 
pliſp the long-looked-for Reformation, ro join the ſe- 
deral - Congregations for whom God has done great 
Things, in admiring the Operations of his Handt; --- 
depending upon him, with whom is the Reſidue of the 
Spirit, in the Way of Duty and fervent Prayer, for a 
more general and plentiful Efuſion of the Holy Ghoſt.--- 
And ſhall only add, That ſeeing My.Fiſher allows, not- 
withſtanding the Defections of the Church, Men may 
be converted within the Pale thereof, - and does not 
inſiſt upon joining the Seceſſion as an eſſential Mark 


2 Jaiab 32. 15. 


of 
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HF true Converſion; ſeeing tis further evident, that 
he has offered nothing to prove, that bodily . Diſtreſs 
is inconſiſtent with a ſaving Work of the Spirit of 
God, and, if in this Opinion, does not deny what in- 
deed is beyond Diſpute, that the Objection * only 
ſome, nor ALL the Subjects of this Work, MANY 
having never been ſo affected; and laſtly, as there 
are Rules by which we may form a charitable Fuig- 
ment concerning the State of others, ſo the Facts, upon 
which.our favourable Opinion in the preſent Caſe de- 
pends, being uncontroverted ; — it only remains, if 
Mr. Fiſher ſtill continues his Oppoſition, and deſigus 
nor to rail, but realon, That he lay down in plain 
Words the Marks (in Conſiſtency with the above Par- 
ticulars now out of rhe Queſtion) whence we may try 
the State of others, and that he bring the Subjects of 
the preſent Work to this Touchſtone.— But if, in place 
thereof, he again entertain ns with the Defeftions 
of the Church, the high Regard due to the. Seceſſi- 
on, — the boundleſs Toleration-principles of the Pro- 
moters of this Work, the .unuſual Symptoms atten- 
ding this Diſpenſation of the Grace of God in a FEW 
( overlooking the far greater Number not ſo affected). 
the pretended philoſophical Errors in Mr. Edwards 
Sermon, and the ſenlible Repreſentation of material 
Flames, whence, it is moſt unwarrantably ſuppoſed, 
the Work in New-England' flows ; or favonr us. onty 
with idle Stories as to what paſſed betævixt Mr. 
Whitefield and the Aſſociate'Presbyrery. in private, 
his having ſworn the Oath of Supremacy, &c. which 
the Seceding Brethren knew extremely well, when 
bleſſing God for the Succeſs of his Miniſtry : -«-- If 
theſe are the Subject of next Review, it will tndeed 
be a proper Way to remain unanſwered, and to ſave 
the Reader any farther Trouble.---- For ſuppoſe him 
to ſucceed in proving every one of theſe Points, — a 
tolerably difficult Task too; yet the Work of Cam- 
buſlang, &c. may nevertheleſs proceed from Divine 


Inſſuence, aud continue a ſtanding Proof that | of 
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xxiv To the RE ADE R. 
God is come ſuddenly into his Temple, by a glorions 
Miniſtration of his Spirit. 

Mr. Fiſher could run no great Hazard in remarking 
upon my Letter; but ſeems not to have judged ſo well 
in entring the Liſts with Mezſſieurs Edwards, Robe, 
Sc. I aread, on his Account, the Iſ[us of the Con: 
reſt ; and cannot but lament over him, in the Mord: 


of the Poet, | 
Infelix puer, atque impar congreſſus Achilli. 


The preſent Divine Operations are called new and 
unprecedented: And indeed it mult be owned, that very 
new and unprecedented Methods have been followed by 
ſome who are of this Opinion ; concerning which, [ 
Gould have made ſeveral Obſervations, did the Limits 
of this Preface permit. Let it ſuffice to caution as 
gainſt applying what is ſaid from behind the Curtain, 
concerning certain Extravagances in New-England, 
to this baſes Work at home, where no ſuch Extra- 
vagances van be alleaged.— Tis true, that an anony- 
mons Author may narrate Fact, refer to the Atteſtation 
of others for Proof, and reaſon upon the whole ; and 
Bis Arguments are to have the ſame Weight as when 
introduced with the greateſt Names and higheſt Titles: 
But in a bare Repreſentation of Facts, and that 
oo in Oppoſition to what is vouchea by Men of 
known Veracity, Judgment and Character; 20 Man 
can in theſe Circumſtances eupect Credit, while re- 
Fuſing his Subſcription, and the Publick an Opportu- 
mry of examining his Character and Grounds of Know- 
ledge. And it. would be flill more ſurpriſing, if he 
vas credited, when his Writings are not even openly 
atteſted by any of his 22 Acquaintance.— This 
makes me think my Reverend Friend Mr. George 
Wiſhart has had à great deal too much Goodneſs to 
lend his Name, upon the Word of others, to the Letter 
of one whom he never ſaw, having never been in this 
Part of the World; when rhe Lerter-wericer himſelf, 


and 


qually gandi 


Do che READER. xv 


and hig Vouchers, have all thought proper. 20. [creon 


themſelves,” in the Dark. — I. ſboutd have. i 1 


rhis not | ſo [qfe, becauſe. Mr. Wilhart's Authors: bave 
doubtleſs, miſinformed him, as to tbe Gentleman's Cha- 


rafter, in a very momentuons Point, 1 mean, Cangour 
and Chari 


iy. T he talks much of this excellent Grace, 
aud laments, that Sptris of bitter, cenſorious and un- 


charitable Judging, ebich be . alJedges MF. Whitefield 


has raiſed ;. yet be aſſumes to himſelf . 
8 c bad Con- 


of. the Searcher of Hearts, in order to put a ba 
ſtrufion.on ſuch .who differ from him. Thus be /tlyly 
inſinuates, that the Miniſters of Boſton thought no 
better of My. Whitefield than they did elſewhere ; but 


.afted as if they. had a great Veneration for him, from 


Cawardice, Affectation of Popularity, or other fuch 
like undue Motives, or from a rigid Attachment to ſome 
Sentiments in, Divinity. Confttering Mr. Wiſhart's 
Obſerwation.in the Preface, I ſhould have been ſatis- 


fied. the Geutlenian had been more purticulat what 
Senti ments 12 45 0 be has here an Eye ted. E- 


is the Conjecture, p. 13. Some are in 
ce . 4 | 14 en | ( k 
p06] Weight, rþee 17 way, be roe copmant or tie 
e eealous in the new Way,. to cry out themſelves, 


2 1e n Ys. 10.CTy | \ 
© purpoſe,t9 move others, and bring forward 4 general 
Scream! 7175 ftill "more uncharitabls 0 aſcribe 


(p. 20. Mr. Tennent's Sentiments, which he expreſſes 
n 4 Letter to the Reverend Mr. Dickinſon of the 
n „ ee Ne 


d The Letter · writer's own Words are, * Whether the Miniſters 
* here (meaning Boſton) in general, really thought better of him 
than the did elſewhere, |L-will not be too paſitive to. affirm. 
Tie pofflbie, they might act as tho” they had a great Venera- 
tion for him, and ſo as to lead People in to ſuch an Apprehen- 
« fion, from Cowardice, Affrctation of Popularity; or a rigid 
Attachment to ſome Sentiments in'Divinicy they might ima- 
„ gine there was now an Advantage to eſtabliſu and ptopagate. 
And I would not undertake to prove, that they might none of 
them be under an andue Influence from ſome or other of theſe 
* Motiyes.” Letter from a Gentleman in Boſton to Mr. George 
NE one of the Miniſters of Eunburgb, concerning the State 
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xx i To the READER. | 
Jer ſeys (breathing nothing but Humility and Willing- 
ncſs to acknowledge what he had done amiſs) to ſo low 
a Motive as Uneaſineſs at the Eſteem the Moravians 
were gaining among ſome of his People. Can ſuch 
harſh Conſtruftions as theſe, proceed from that Charity 
which thinketh no Evil? 4 . 
*Tis no Wonder, that Mr. Wiſhart's Goodneſs « 
Temper ſhould not have adverted to theſe and many 
other Particulars ; eſpecially after having Fon the 
. Recommenaation of Friends, imbibed ſo favonrable 
an Opinion of the anonymous Leiter- writer: But the 
internal Evidence, adduced from the Letter itſelf, muſt 
neceſſarily leſſen his Credit with thoſe that have 10 
the ſame Opportunity of his Correſpondence, and the 
like Knowledge of ſuch as witneſs for him. Ho 
ever, taking the Letter as it is, and all the Accottnts 
from thoſe in Oppoſition to the Work in New-England 
mou tack'd together in a Volume ©; what do they a 
moumt to, but that, while much Good was doing i 
New. England Satan mixed in his Tares; and that 
with a remarkable Work of God's Grace in Numbers 
. zbere appeared alſo a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm ' in man 
others ? And has not this been the Caſe, in à leſs « 
greater Degree, amidſt all extraordinary Outpouring 
of the Spirit. i WS 
T have an undoubted good Opinion of Mr. Wiſhart' 
Ingenuity; and therefore can readily believe, h 
thought himſelf obliged to communicate the ZBoſto 
Letter to the World, in ſuſtice to the Cauſe of Truth 
and that he has been the rather induced to this, to pre 
vent the like Extravagances from ever preyailing wit 
us under a Name of Religion. And I am perſwadt 
be is ſo charitable as to juage, that | have thoug| 
myſelf obliged to make the above Remarks, in Fuſti 
to the Cauſe of Truth, and to prevent any from fan 
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be This relates 0 a Pamphler lately publiſhed u Glaſgow, s 
e State of Religion in New-England, ©. ſince the A 
val of My George Whi refield there. — 

« gee Letter to Mr. Wiſart, P. 9, 21. and P. 46, of this Lett 


Friends of ine Wc 
"Partakers of it, or are z2ealous'to promote the ſame, to 


and Miſconduct, and whatever ' may darken 
i genuine Luſtre 3 and fo to watch” over their whole 


they of the contrary Part 


doubt true; 


« 


To tie READER: Wes 


ing-that the like Extravagances already prevail with 


'us, under the Name of Religion. And 
Me will certainly both join in exhorting (as My. Ed- 
wards does the Pegpie in New-England) ſuch as are 


the Divine Work among ft us, aud have been 
give diligent Heed to themſelves, to avoid all Errors 
and obſcure 


e on Divine Grace, as that 


— 


Behaviour, in a D 0 
a Nenn en 


Evil to ſay of them . 


e would r thoſe that are converted, 
. 8 


0 ſtrengthen their Bye and by all means to confine, 


ar they have hitherto done, their Endeavours for the Good 


of others, within the proper Sphere of private Chriſti- 


IT | STS 
: 


Au; and in no Caſe to take upon them the Character 


t — * of A 
11212 N Fry 
„ 


h h The following Paragraph would perhape deen more proper! 
. inſert under Page 22. abe Preface, Line 8, where it is obferved, 


that, altho? the ane Acne on ſome of the Subjects of this Work 
ſhould proye tranſient, it cannot be reaſonably objected againſt 


the Sincerity of others. 


Mr. Fiber ſays, p. 30. It is moſt remarkable, that, within 
the Space of leſs than Eight Months, this Work is as ſudden] 
« decaying in the Place where it began, as it aroſe at firſt; and, 
i other Places, it has begun and decay'd in much ſhorter Time, 
« even altho? all poſſible Means have been uſed to preſerve it in 
« Vigour.” If Mr. Fiſber means that there are now but very few 
in.Cambuſlang and ſome other Places under bodily Diftreſs, it is no 
r this good Reaſon, that the greater Part have at- 
tained to Peace and Joy of Mind in Believing : And it may be al- 
ſo true, that vaſt Numbers, whoſe Curioſity and Attention being 
awakned thro' theſe unuſual Symptoms, did at firſt attend 
publick Worſhip there, do now attend their own Churches, 
as is molt reaſonable. But whereas Mr. Fiſher adds, “That it is 
* happened, at /eaft to theſe who were immoral, and had not a 
« Profeſſion before, according to the true Proverb, 2 Pet. xi. 22.” 
I hope it will give him Plcaſure to be told, that he has been ſo 
far mifinformed, that the very contrary is true: What may have 
happened with reſpect to ſome few, I can't ſay ; but have good 
Authority to affirm, that the many Profane who have been 
wrought upon, ſtill evidence a ſaving Change in their holy Walk 
and Converſation, 
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publick-Teachers, avithout à proper regular Call. T. 
2 ght be attended with. many, unhappy Conſequences 
feen to have been the fatub. Source of the In e 
ae tate Place in fare Ports. of. New-Englai 

er as, 9: happy. Subjet?s of this Work, 10 duellen 
—.— into the Houſhold I Faith, ro rejoice in your Felics- 
hs to ra ae in * hy A 75 7 1 


2 


— do good * — 224m — . r $I : 
who deſpitefully uſe you. ehe try Jour Ways, — 2 


De jealous of yourſebves.— Watch y, thar ye enter cn 


not into be. _ 8 faſt in * Nane you T 
like Men rong. may our en 
himielf, and nd God br 7 8 loved us, _ 
and given us-everlaſting Conſolation, H 
thro' Grace, comfort your Hearts, and BR 
every good Word: and. Work. This is the Prayer of } 


| [Your gut for ſus Sake, N 
Eunb. Nov. 10. ane. 1 
U 2} 1740. . 5 ; tur 
4 1 Ks, ir. * 
I * bu! 
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SIR, 


INCE my Return from CAMBUS- 
LANG and KILSTTH, I had the 
Favour of yours, defiring my Opinion 
concerning the ſo much ralk'd-of Con- 
verſions in theſe and other Places. My 
preſent Situation makes it ſomewhat diffi- 

cult to comply with your Demand ; and yet Regard to 

Truth, and the Requeſt of a Friend whom I am not 

accuſtomed to deny any Thing, obliges me not to con- 

ceal my Sentiments. 3 

When any extraordinary Event is ſaid to have happe- 
ned, immediately to commence a Believer diſcovers much 

Weakneſs of Mind; to {light the Report without proper 

Enquiry, if attended with plauſible Circumſtances of 

Probability, is criminal Indolente; — and to refuſe a Fact, 

if well vouched, nerely becauſe of an extraordinary Na- 

ture, doxwnright Infidelity. 

If the Event is not only out of the common Courſe, 

but of great Conſequence to Mankind, it requires more 

ſerious Attention; and, ere we yield a rational Aſſent, 
muſt indeed be ſupported by a proportional Degree of 

Evidence. Things wonderful are not to be admitted 

upon {light Grounds. | 

What was alledged, firſt with reſpect to CAM U. 

L ANG, and now as to ſeveral Places in the Weſt, 

is doubtleſs ſurpriſing, and of the utmoſt Importance: 

That ſuch Numbers of thoughtlels Sinners ſhould be at 

once brought to this IN Queſtion, JF har 

. b Mt 


2 
muſt we do to be ſaved? — and that ſo any ſhould ſhare 
liberally of the Conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, is a 
rare Thing in this Day of 200 Security and viſible With- 
drawing of the Spirit. This, I apprehend, will vindi- 
cate my ſollicitous Enquiries, and apologize for the 
Doubts I at firſt entertained. 

You know, I welcomed the News with Joy and Kir- 
priſe, and often with'd, in the Preſence of, the God of 
all Grace, that it might be ſo : But you was likewiſe 
the W icneſs of my perplexing Fears and unbelieving Jea- 
louſies; — Can theſe Things le? When the FACT be. 
came notour, and was atteſted by the molt credible Eye 
and Ear Witneſſes, there remained no rea/onable Ground 
of Doubt; and yet, having never ſeen ſuch remarkable 
Effects of the Redeemer's All-conquering Grace, was 
much in the fame Situation with the ,s when God 
turned back the Captivity of Zion, like as Men that 
dream'd ; or as the Diſciples, when told that Jeſus was 
riſen from the Dead, ey believed not for Foy. — Not 
being naturally over credulous, I was inuced in this 
Matter //ow of Heart to believe, and therefore reſolved 
to uſe all pe Means of obtaining entire Satisfaction; 
which made me embrace a Call 1 had in Providence to go 
to CAMBUSLANG : And having been there once 
and again, and likewiſe at RHI, Ke. what I now 
write is not Hare Hearſays or flying Reports, but the Re- 
ſult of the moſt deliberate and accurate Enquiry.— What 
I have ſeen, and what I have felt of Divine Infiuence, 
that declare I unto you. 

The SCENE indeed is almoſt beyond Deſcription, 
and tis but a faint Idea | can promiſe to give of this 
ſurpriſing Diſpenſation of the Grace of „ 
PUBLICK have already been told, that = had its 

remarkable Appearance at Cambuſiang on T hurſda 
22 18th, . after Sermon, ie Perſons — 
together to the Miniſter's Houſe, under alarming Appre- 
henſions about the State of their Souls (a). Ny: 


ta) See the ſhort Narrative, in a Letter to a Friend, Page 5. 
atteſted by Miniſters, Preachers and others. | 
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AY 

NUMBERS have been ſince awakned to a ike 
Senſe of Hin and Danger; — MAN Y comforted, and 
not a FEW filled with the Holy Ghoſt. Nor are 
theſe remarkable Events now confined to this [favourite 
Place; — K IL SYTH had likewiſe a peculiar Viſit on 
Sabbath the 25th of April (; - Many other Congre- 
gations have ſhared of .the — wn, od C): — Salva- 
tion runs from Door to Door ; — The happy Influence 
diffuſes all around. | 

During the Time of Divine Worſrip, ſolemn pro- 
found Reverence o erſpreads every Countenance; — They 
hear as Creatures made for. Eternity, who don't know 
but next Moment they muſt account to their great Judge. 
Thouſands are melted down into Tears; — Many cry 
out in the Bitterneis of their Soul; — And ſome of both 
Sexes, and all Ages, from the ftoureſt Man to the ten- 
dereſt Child, habe and tremble, and a fer fall down as 
dead. —- Nor does this happen only when Men of awaryz 
Addreſs alarm them with the Terrors of the Law, but 
when the moſt deliberate Preacher talks of redeeming 
Love. — Bring them to Mount Sinai, where J hunder 
roars, and Lightnings flaſh, this may perhaps occaſion 
greater Outcry; but lead them into the Conſolations that 
are in Jeſus, and then vaſtly greater Numbers fall under 
the moſt kindly Impreſſions. —Talk of a precious Chrift, 
ALL ſeem to breathe; after him. Deſcribe his Glory, 
how raviſhed do nan appear! — How captivate with 
his Lovelineſs! — Open the Wonders of his Grace, and 
the ſilent Tears drop almoſt from every ons — Such eter- 
nal, ſuch glorious Themes ſeem the Delight of their 
Souls, and reign triumphant over each Power and Ta- 
's 1 4, _ 

Theſe, Dear Sir, are the viſible Effects of this extra- 
ordinary Work during the Time of Divine Worſhip, the 
Truth of which will not be diſputed, being obvious to 
all, and conſtantly evidenced in their publick Miniſtra- 

f A 2 tions 


(b) See Preface to Mr. Robe's Narrative. | 
(c) Kirkintulloch, Calder, Campſie, Gargunnock, Baldernock, 
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tions in a Jeſs or greater Degree. Upon converfing with 
them when publick Service is over, which I made my par- 


ticular Buſineſs, they oo a Hriptural diſtinct Account 


of the Temper of their Mind, and various Springs whence 
their Tears of Sorrow or Joy flow. Thoſe ſtruck in the 


moſt awful Manner, when recovered from the Violence of 


the Shock, mention the quick and affecting Senſe they 
had of Divine Wrath before they were fo affected. 
They condeſcend upon the particular Part of the Sermon 


or Fripture which occaſioned ſuch Views of their Guilt 


and Miſery : — They deſcribe the gradual Openings of 
their Mind, till led buck to the Rock whence they — 
hewen; they ſee that they were conceived in Sin, brought 
for in Iniquity, and humbly acknowledge they have 
2 from the Lumb. They ſpeak out a 

f the Crea- 

ture, but diſponouring to a kind, a loving Saviour, —Un- 
belief in a particular Manner cuts them to the very Heart; 
they can't bear the Thoughts of having fo long rejected 
the Son of God, and deſpiſed his endearing Calls in the 


_ Goſpel.— Being perſwaded that he is the o Redeemer 


of a loſt World, they breathe after him under every Cha- 
rafter, and in every Relation, as a KI NG upon his 
Throne clothed with Authority to reign, as well as a 
PRIEST on the Croſs indowed with Ability to ſave.— 
Willingly would they part with all for an Intereſt in Je- 
ſus, and defire nothing more than to be taught by this 
great PROPHET.— Senfible of their urter Inability to 
believe, how carneſtly do they pray, Open the —5 
ing Doors of our Heart; Come in, thou bleſſed of the 
Lord; be our God and Portion! 

Thoſe who have attained Comfort, readily give a Rea- 
ſon of the Hope and Joy that is in them, a Neeknes 


and Far; declaring, to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, how 
the Holy Ghoſt, formerly a Convincer, proved alſo their 
Comforter, by diſcovering their Warrant to lay hold on 
Pm the Saviour, and happily determining them to em- 
race a whole Chriſt, as — 5 offered in the Goſpel, for 
all their Salvation, and as all their Deſire; hom having 
i0i 


T x3 | 
not ſeen, ſay they, wwe love; in whom, tho now we ſee 
him not, yet believing ve rejoice avith Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Ghory.— Senſible of the blefled Change that 
has paſſed upon their Minds, they rejoice that old hings 
are done away, and all Things become new. 
"Tis not pretended, - nor can indeed be ſuppoſed (con- 
fidering the former Ignorance of many) that al of them, 
when firſt awakned, give ſuch diſtinct Accounts of the 
Working of their Minds; or that all, whom there is 
Ground to think have fled for Refuge to the Hope ſet 


before them, have attained to ſuch a joyful Faith: But I 


have honeſtly deicribed the Caſe of the Generality, as I 
had it from themſelves. > 56601 
Such as have not a lite Opportunity of Converſe with 
them, can have no other Evidence of theif 717vard At- 
lainmenis (abſtracting from its Effects upon their Lives, 
of which afterwards) but the Teſtimony of others. 
don't call them to de upon my Word alone; the 
Narrative, already referred to, will ſufficiently confirm 
this Repreſentation.- The Number of Witneſſes are 
many ; — Their Character air and good; — They atteſt 
only a Fact which they could not miſtake thro' Igno- 
rance, namely, what the Convinced or Coraforted declare 
unto them; and I think their Veracity is beyond all rea- 
ſonable Suſpiczonr.— Men muſt be deeply imbarqued in 
in the Oppoſition, who can ſuppoſe ſuch a Nuzaber of 
Miniſters, Preachers and others, hitherto of untainted 
Fidelity, living in diſtant Corners, and very different as 
to their Opinions in ſome Reſpects, all in League with 
Hell, and aſſociate together to lie upon the Holy Ghoſt, 
that, F poſſible, they may deceive the very Eleci. * 
Tis not, I think, alledged, That Part of this SCENE 
is Pretence and Diſſimulation; J mean, that the Perſons 
profeſſedly under Soul- concern, and which ſeems ſo to 
affect their Bodies, are aFing a Part: The Reality has of- 
ten appeared to the moſt Si Enquirers. Some few Pre- 
tenders there were at firſt, but this Sickneſs would not 


feign; 


* See Act of the Aſſociate Presbytery anent a publick Faſt, at 
Dunfermline, 15th Fuly 1742, P.2, 


6 
ſeign; they were immediately diſcovered, and { 
rebuked.— It removes this Work the further from Su- 
ſpicion, that Perſons from all different Corners have been 
affected pretty much in the fame Manner; and many are 
the Inſtances of profane and open Mockers falling under 
the like Power of the Word; — Ridiculing 7his Mo- 
ment, and the . next fainting under ſome dreadful Preſ- 
ſure.— It cannot, I think, be fairly ſuppoſed, that Men 
4o diſaffected would immediately join in putting a 
Cheat upon Mankind, and ſe themſelves, rather than 
not ſupport a Cauſe till now the Subject of their Mirth. 
“ Good Impreſſions, ſays the Narrative (d), have been 
* made on Perſons of very different Characters and A- 
« ges; on ſome of the moſt abandoned, as well as more 
* ſober; on young, as well as old; on the illiterate as 
e well as the more knowing; on Perſons of a ſlower, 
“ as well as thoſe of a quicker and more ſprightly Geni- 
,; and, which ſeems to deſerve ſpecial Attention, on 
4 Perſons who were addicted toſcoffing at ſacred 7 hings, 
* and this Work in particular at the Beginning of it. 

But you'll readily ask, What Fruit have theſe Things? 
Does their Faith work by Love? Does it ſhew itſelf by 
Works? — Yes, my Friend, and that too in a moſt re- 
markable Manner. Their Faith daily ripens into Action, 
and, to the Conviction of thoſe who know them beſt, 
is a living Spring of new Obedience. They eſteem al 
God's Precepts concerning all 'Things to be right, and 
hate every falſe Way.— The Lives of the Profane are 
viſibly reformed ; — Relative Duties conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charged, where were the moſt culpable Neglects; — 
The high Praiſes of God employ the Tongue of Blaſ- 
phemers ; — Harmony and Peace ſucceed Strife and Con- 
tention; — Families, once the Synagogues of Satan, are 
become "Temples where God is worſhipped and adored;--- 
Perſons of all Ages form themſelves into little Societies 
for religious Diſcourſe and Prayer; — Praiſe is perfected 
out of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings; — groſſer 
Sinners profeſs the greateſt Remorſe for Acts of 


— ws . 
Injuſtice, 10 


and don't fail to make Reſtitutien, even where the Injury ſembt 


(d) Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, &c. P. 8, 
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might have remained hid till Time is no more, — and 
where ſuch Returns bear hard on their Circumſtances. 
Never did any Converts appear indowed with more of 
a truly Chriſtian Spirit.— Their Souls burn with Love 
to God, and Deſire to promote his Intereſt in a World; 
with Love to Jeſus, to one another, and to 47 that bear 
the Divine Image. They cheerfully forgive their Ene- 
mies, and wiſh well to their Fellow-creatures.--- [How 27 
great their Concern for the Salvation of Mankind, let 
their Works declare; Works, whatever tome have falſly 
reported, confined within the proper Sphere of private 
Chriſtians. Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, they per- 
ſwade Men; having taſted alſo that he is gracious, 
they commend his precious Grace; — their Labour of 
Love indefatigable ; --- their Succeſs great, infomuch that 
Numbers, now in a promiſing Way, date their firſt Con- 
cern from hearing others declare t God had done for 
their Souls.) (e). Vo 
Such, my dear Friend, are the Hopeſul Beginnings of 
this Gad-liłe Work, thoſe a fe of its ppp Conſequences 
as you will ſee, not only from the Atteſtation of their 
0 Miniſters, for the ſame good Accounts are given 
of their 1 Behaviour by thoſe who have Acceſs to 
the moſt accurate TnſpeFion of their daily * : 
| heir 


$i 

(e) Mr. Fiſher, omitting the firſt Part of the incloſed Paſſage, | 
cites the reſt, P. 40. of his Review, and from thence charges Mr. an 
Webſter as mightily boaſting of the Succeſs of publick Exhorters 10 
without any lawful Calling. Whercas the Reader will ſee from | 
the whole Paragraph taken together, that he refuſes the Report 
that has been ſpread, as if the Subjects of this Work took upon 
them the Character of publick Teachers; and ſpcaks only of their 
Concern for the Salvation of others, by good Inſtructions confi. 
ned within the proper Sphere of private Chriſtians, and to which "Mk 
they are directed, Heb. iii. 13. Exhort one another daily, while it is bl! 
called Jo- day; left any of you be hardned through the * 
of Sin. I think it will not be alledged that this concerned only 
Hebreaus, or that it gives Countenance only to Chriſtians to ex- 
hort one another: For, if one may exhort his Chriſtian Brother 
to ſtand faſt in the Faith, may'nt he beſcech an Unbeliever to 
embrace the Faith, when God gives him a proper Opportunity, by 
declaring on the one Hand the Terrors of the Lord, or on the o. 
er by commending the Preciouſneſs of Divine Grace ? 


e 
Their particular Acquaintance, or neareſt Relations, their 
Parents, Maſters and Miſtreſſes, are living Witneſſes of 
their holy and unblamiſh d Converſation. | 
Tis juſtly alledged, That we muſt not lay too 
great Streſs on the moſt promiſing Beginnings ; and that 
Perſeverence in good Fruits is the deciſive Proof in 
Things of this Nature. Mean while, the blefjed Effects 

already appearing promiſe as well as Time and the Nature 
of the Work will admit: And therefore Charity obliges to 
believe, the Argument ariſing from Perſeverence ſhall 
not be wanting; it daily grows ſtronger and ſtronger, 
and we truſt ſhall do ſo to the End. | 

Tis indeed extremely poſſible, that the Impreſſions . 
upon ſome are but tranſient, and that ſeveral, who ſeem 
to have ſtarted fair, will return again to Folly : But 
ſhould this happen (which I pray God may not be the 
Caſe) it can no more be reaſonably objected againſt the 
Sincerity of others, than the paſſing Convictions of a 
Felix will prove that never any were truly converted under 
Paul's Miniſtry ; or that there are no rea} Chriſtians in 
the World, becauſe many have a Name to Jive, and are $27 
dead. Fudas, ſcemingiy not behind the other Apoſtles, pra 
betrayed his Lord and Maſter ; and yet the reſt ſeal'd Jex2 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus with their Blood. | ays, 
This plain State of the Cafe, one would imagine, e- ue 
vidently ſpeaks out its Divine Original. —- The memo-Ir, c 
rabke 18th of February was preceeded by three Days of Ho. 
ſolemn Prayer and earneſt Addreſſes for the Succeſs off Li 
the Goſpel ;--- The Mort was begun and carried on un- nen 
der the Influence of ſound Do Trine (f). And, as itsſon 
Riſe was thus [criptural, its EffefFs, you have heard, No 
are no leſs fo : --- Sm is become bitter, Jeſus precious toe 
many Souls: Hundreds, perhaps 7 hor/ands, have ſeſfpart 
out for Heaven, and [mortality ; they are holding or 
in the Paths of Z7uth and Righreoufne/s, and their Nou on w 
ledge, like the Morning-light, advancing with increaſing hy 
Brightneſs to the perfect Day (g). Spi 


* | ! Ki. Nothing - 
) Sec Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, ©. P. 4. = 
. (g) The Reader has now ſeen, from Page 3. the Evidenceſe pon 
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of Nothing ſeem'd ant wing 2 groe this a No of the 

irit of God, but that it ſhould be oppoſed by the Ene- 
zo Fj of all Righteouſneſs ; ; and indeed h he has not faikd 
at furniſh us with this Proof alſo. — Amidſt theſe A 

in Paches of Enmmanucl's Kingdom, SATAN and bis 
3 Iniſſaries do not ceaſe to rage; and ſome, of whom 
re Itter Things might have been expected, have gone 
to % Zengths with thoſe who blaſpheme the Operations 
all the Holy Ghoſt; Company which, I'm ſure, they 
er, Puld not knowingly wiſh to join. 

I hut in vain do any attempt to fight againſt God, in 
ons Ein do they think to bear down Truth: Facts, fo well 
em eſted, are not to be ſhaken by Suppoſiticns, May-be's 
ut Id Calunmies : they muſt ſhow that the Caſe in Hand 
the not capable of Proof, or ought to yield their Aſſent, 
the Den attended with all the Evidence which the Nature 
f a | the Thing will admit. 
der © Now, I take it for granted, that the foregoing Repre- 
s in $2270 contains nothing in itſelf / mpoſſ ble. That 4 
are rity, a Congregation, or even a Nation, ſhould be 


Hes, Irn at once, by no means exceeds Divine Power, and 


ad exactly agreeable to the Prophecies of New-teſtament 
ays, Zehen the Spirit ſhould be en out from on high. 
e- he fame Holy Ghoſt, who enlivens ONE dead Sin- 
no- r, can with equal Eaſe, being every-where preſent and 
15 of L-pozeerfu, command any given Number into Newneſs 
s off Life: His quickning Ability is the ſame To-day, as 
un- nen T hree thouſand Souls were converted at one Ger 
is its}on (). | 
-ard,] Nor can any Impoſſiility be juſtly alledged from our 
us 4 Jer Circumſtances. How far we in this Land have 
Fparted from the Lord _ of our Fathers, is not _ 
15 or 


nou on which a charitable Opinion is founded as to the 8 


-afing] this Work, which Mr. Fiſber is pleaſed to maintain, P. 24. | 


far ſhort of the diſtinguiſhing Marks of a ſaving Work of 
e Spirit of God; and that he would think himſelf 

thing nis Truſt as 2 Miniſter, if he made People depend ſolely u- 

I. n — Evidences of Converſion. And again, P. 43. That 


cople, for whom no better Evidences can be produced, not 


. may, but muſt be r a nn — 
) 5 ii 41, 


unfaithful 


* 


(610) 
to ſay; but to ſuppole us beyond the Reach of Mercy ha! 
is an unworthy Limitation of Divine Goodneſs, and pra le 
ceeds upon this fatal Miſtake, That, in converting Menu I. 
God is moved by ſomething Good and Valuable in them Ai. 
and acts not for his own Name's Sake, the Glory and term 
Freedom of Divine Grace, but for our Sales: A Suppoſe 
fition contrary to repeated Declarations in Scripture, an bons 
daily Experience, which teaches, that he ig found offiings 
them that don't ſeek him, and hath Mercy on the vervpo! 
chief of Sinners, that in them he may ſhew forth M/v/2: 
Pattern of all Long-ſuffering to thoſe who ſhould hereWMir 
after believe. | 
That not one Soul can be converted within the Pal 
of the eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, has not, I think 
been aſſerted in expre/5 Words by the moſt violent Op 
ſers, nor.can be entertained but by a Mind deaf to al 
Reaſoning, through the Force of Prejudice. This, 
know, has been charged upon the Gentlemen of the & 
ceſſion, and drawn as an Leue from their Writings 
but, till they ſay ſo in as many Words, T am not willing 
to think ſo unworthily of them f; nor judge it needfu 
further to prove, that God may yet pity degenerate Hor 
land, and revive his own Work in the midit of theſe 
Years of Packſliding and Defection (i). 

It he may thus diſplay his ſovereign Grace, I think 
we muſt leave it to the fame ſovereign Lord to chooſe 
what Me aus, and in what Way, he will accompliſh this 
Work, -— dont wonder that the original Seceders (who 

naps, from a ſingle Eye to his Glory, formed them- 

elves into a ſeparate Society) ſhould 2s and hope to. u 
have been the happy Inſtruments of reviving decayed I. 
Religion: But their Hopes have been carried * 10 7 
. au Du 
£ (i), Whar Mr. Fer remarks on this Place, is noticed in the Pre · YI 417 


acc „ Y 

(2) chriſt hitherto hath come to the Church when it needed a 
eee; when Religion dwindled into an empty Form, and \ 

rofeſſors had loſt the Life and Power of Godlineſs z when there An 
Was Midnight-darkneſs, and little Faith to be found on the Earth. A 
Thus it was when he came in the Fleſh ; when he ſent Athana- ¶ thi 
Fus, Luther and Calvin; and at the Reformation of Scotland. the 
Obriſt triumphing, &c. by Mr. Finley, P. 27. > 119 


11 ) 

all reaſonable Bounds, if ſaying, 8 and by ug only, 
ſhall Jatob ariſe ; — In his Way God muſt act, and 10 
er: Language altogether improper for a Creature. 

If they look into their own Byeaſt, or review their 
After. conduct, they will perhaps diſcover ſomewhat in- 
termixed with their Offering, whence it has not been 10 
acceptable to the moſt High. Not to enter on the Rea- 
ſons why they at firſt ſeceded, there is one Thing I would 
ſuggeſt to their Conſideration ; — That inſtead of acting 
Jupon their firſt Principles of preaching the Goſpel to de- 
late Congregations, and holding Communion with thoſe 
Miniſters and People they were pleaſed to think an honeſt 
contending Party (), they have, I'm afraid, for ſome 
Time been employed in weakning the Hands of theſe 
very Miniſters. Have they not gone into their Congre- 
B 2 gations, 


(k) But notwithſtanding of this our preſent Seteſſion from the 
prevailing Party in the Judicatories of this Church, yet we here- 
by declare, as our Proteſtation bears, That we are willing *©to 
* hold Communion with all ſuch as deſire with us to adhere unto 


Scotland, in her Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Govern» 
ment; and particularly with eyery one who are groning under 
* thefe Evils, and affected with theſe Grievances that we have 
* been complaining of, and who are in their ſeveral Spheres 
* wreſtling againſt the ſame ; and we hope that there is a good! 
Number of ſuch in the ſeveral Corners of this Church.” Teſti. 
mony by Meſſieurs Ebenezer Erskine, Wilſon, Moncrieff and 
Fiſher, printed 1734, P. 95. | PEE B40) 

* By withdrawing from theſe Judicatories (at preſent) and 
joining with the ſaid Brethren, I intend and underſtand no With- 
drawing from Miniſterial Communion with any of the godly 
* Miniſters of this National Church, that are groning under, or 
to“ wreſtling againſt, the Defections of the Times, even tho” they 
ed * have not the ſame Light with us in every Particular contained 
7. * in the foreſaid Teſtimony.” Adberence by My. Ralph Erskine 

to My, Mair's Declaration of Sece ſſion given in to the Presbytery of 

all Dunfermline, February 1737. 

After reading the above Adherence, Mr. Mair declared to the 
"ICY ſociate Frey fery, that he was of the ſame Mind with his Bro- 


ther Mr. Erskine, Act, Declaration and Teſtimony 1737, Pages 


wy 117, 118, 119, | | 
5 Mr. Fier thinks, that in P. 43, 46. he has given a ſufficient 
Anſwer to what is here 9 to the Conſideration of the 


th, Aſſociate Presbytery. If the Reader think ſo likewiſe, I ſhall not 
— think it worth while to undece ive him, as it does not at all affect 
the main Argument. 


* the Principles of the true Presbyterian Covenanted Church of 


"5 — — 4, 


marlable Diſpenſation of 


_ ents of their chooſing, or under the Miniſtry of thoſe 


( 112 
gations, where ON there was ſcarce a Shadow of 1 
vitation? The diſmal Colours in which ſome Servant 
of FJaſus have been, on theſe Occaſions, painted, I don 
chooſe to 2 ; and all this for % orker Reaſon b 
that they judged it their Duty to continue ſtriving again 
the Defect ions of the Church, {till hoping for bette 
Days. What, then, if God is now ien his Dif 
pleaſure againſt ſuch an Attempt to mar the Uſefulne 
of theſe faithful Miniſters, by not crow ning their own L 


bours with the cih Succeſs ? Or, may he not, ey 


in Pity to them, remarkably countenance the Miniſtry « 

ſome they deſpiſed, that they may henceforth learn nc 

ſo raſhly to call % God has ſand ified, common or ui 

clean? Could there be any Way of rectifying their Mi 
ſtake, more conde/cending, more worthy of Himſelf? 

To return; I would have it alſo conſidered, that Goc 

is ſo far from working always in the Way and by th 

Means that we would Judge beſt, that almoſt every vc 

is Grace has been brough 

about quite contrary to human Views, and many Tim 


by the moſt unlikely Inſtruments. — We would neve 


have choſen illiteratèe Fiſpermen to confound the Lear 
ing and Eloquence of GREECE, or Twelve poor de 
Fenceleſs, Creatures, deſtitute of human Force, void of 
Eloquence, to oppoſe the Viſdom of the Great, and thi 
Poster of the 2% known World; — Nor would wi 
have raiſed AVL the Perſecuter to he the moſt glo 
rious, Support of the -Chriſtian Church; — A L 


2 HER would have appeared a contemptible Mean tc 


Make the Kingdom of AN TICHRIST : But God 
will have us to be ſtill and know 7hat he is God, wh 
works in a Way peculian to himſelf, that the 20e 
Potter and Excellency may appear to be from on high 
So that it ought not to diſcredit this Work to any Se 
whatever, that God has not carried it on by the /uſtru 


they bad mark'd out for the Honour. 

Some reſolve this whole Matter into the Influence of 
mere Sand and Geſture And becauſe tis univerial] 
4 | "ha  acknow- 


_ , 


_ ” 

acknowledged, that the Miniſter of CAMBUSLANG, 
a Gentleman of -known. Piety and Learning, has but a 
weak Voice, no violent Action, and is far from endea- 
vouring to ſtir up unreaſonable Paſſions, they artfully 
connect this Affair with the Reverend Mr. W HI1T'E- 
FIELD; hoping that thoſe who don't judge favou- 
rably of him, will, for his Reaſon, entertain lorry No- 


tions of what has 1 ; And that others, becauſe of 


his fervent Addreſs, will believe ALL, the he of 
Met haniſin. The blending theſe Things together ſerves 
likewiſe to raiſe a Cry, tho' moſt unjuſt, as if PRES- 
BY'TERIAN and , REFORMATION Principles were 
in Danger, and that this Work ſtands in direct Oppoſition. 
to the 7e/timohy of the Day. — It is therefore, in my O- 

inion, of Conſequence to the Cauſe, to obſerve, that 
Mi. WHITEFIELD is entirely out of the Queſti- 
ſtion (4). My Regard for him is well known; he 1 


() Mr. Fiſher, P. Cy. remarks, © That Mr. Nebſter would have 
« it believed that the Spirit is now poured dowñ remarkably on 
« the eſtabliſh'd Church, and wants to ſhape out Mr. Whitefield 
« from any Share of the Praiſe as the prime Inſtrument thereof 


« in Scotland; which (ſays he) I muſt cwn is not generous.” 


Mr.Webfter cannot agree with the Reverend Author, in thinking 
Praiſe proper to be aſcribed in any Caſe to the Inſtruments of Con- 
verſion ; and hopes never to be jo generous, as to give the Glory 
of the Down- pouring of the Spirit to any Creature whatever; and 
defires ever to look beyond ail Inſtruments, to Him with whom is 
the Reſidue of the Spirit. 1t cannot eſcape Obſervation, that Mr. 
Fiſber repreſents this Paragraph as © denying Mr. Whitefield to be 
« the prime Inſtrument of what Good is done of late in Scotland; 
tho' Mr. Webſter is expreſly ſpeaking only of Mr. Whitefield's being 
out of theQueſtion as to the Riſe of the extraordinary Concern u- 
pon the Minds of the People atcambuſlang. And whereas Mr. Fiſber 
adds, That, in this Reſpect, Mr. Hebſter is not candid, and alſo 
is inconſiſtent with his own Letter to Mr. Whitefield :” (Glaſgow 


V. Hi ſtory, No. 27. London Do. No. 60.) Mr. Webſter appeals id the 


Letter, where there is firſt an Account given of the Succeſs of 
Mr. Whitefield's Miniſtry while here amongſt us; and then Men- 
tion is made of what has happened fince he left Scotland, and par- 
ticularly the ſurpriſing Work at Cambuſlang. ls this inconſiſtent 
with ſaying that Mr. Whitefield did not ſo much as preach there 
when laſt in Scotland, &c. as in the above Paragraph? Where is 
the Diſingenuiry ? Mr. Webſter chooſes rather that the Reader 
ſhould judge what Anſwer this deſerves, than expreſs his own 
Sentiments. . « 


14 
be liable to err as well as others; I have not ſeen a per- 
fet# Miniſter, more than a perfect Layman : — But he 
is doubtleis a pious Sul. — and one whom God has High- 
ly honour'd in the Work of the Goſpel. However, it 
can give no Offence to fay,—— that he did not ſo much 
as preach at CAMBUS LANG when laſt in Scotland ;-- 
That he left this Country, at leaſt, four Months before 
the remarkable 18th of February; and that, ere his Re- 
turn in Zune, the Work had ſpread in many very diffe- 
rent Places of the Weſt. We have been often told, that 
Paſſions, raiſed mechanically, are awaked, when the ne- 
chanical Poweers, Voice, Geſture, or what you will, 447 ;--- 
And are always ſyorz-liv'd, ceafing for the moſt Part 
with the Motion of the Inſtrument whence they flow.— 
But here, it ſeems, Sound and Acc ion operate on Perſons 
who neither ſaw the one nor heard the orher; or, if ſome 
of them were Eye and Ear Witnefles, yet they remain'd 
waſted while he mechanical Powers were in Motion : --- 
But when the Engine ceaſed, and ſeveral Months are e- 
lapſed, when the Operator is removed ſome Hundred 
Miles Diftance from their View and Obſervation, ALL 
their Paffions are fired by the diſtant Machine, and con- 
tiuue ſtill to affect them in the moſt ſenſible Manner, 
Lou have ſtudied, Sir, the Doctrine of Hunds, and their 
Efeds, and I believe will admit this is talking ſo unphi- 
lofophically, as would expoſe the Authors of ſuch Sup- 
poſition, to ni verſal Ridicule, was it not for the too 
general Contempt of real and vital Chriſtianity. 

_ Tho! Oppoſers don't ſucceed fo well in accounting 
for the Riſe of the extraordinary Concern upon the Minds 
of ſo many People at firſt; they are at no Loſs to de- 
ſcribe its After- rogreſs ; and entertain us with the won- 
derful Effects of Sympathy, and the mighty Force of Ex- 
ample; — And have diſcovered, that Perſons may be na- 
rurally and mechanically moved with ſeeing others in Di- 
ſtreſs.— Who doubts of all this? Zut if they intend 
hence to ſay, that the whole Spread of this blefled Work 
is mere Mechaniſm, and conſequently not to be regarded; 
As they not plainly begging the Queſtion? They will 

"© b * orgive 


Fenn“ SY 


ive us not to admit Aſertions for Proof, and to op- 
— the ſcriptural Accounts Perſons affected 1 4 
their Diſtreſs or Attainments, the ſubſtantial laſting 
Efe#s theſe Things have had,— particularly in formi 
their Minds into a God- like Frame and Ds/poſition, hn 
all this followed by a corre/pondinz Reformation of 

Life (m). 

But if it is only inferr d, that Perſons now under Con- 
cern were or might be firſt affected by obſerving the Cou- 
cern of others; in this we apprehend there is nothing ex- 
ceptionable. Actions muſt be allowed to have a Lan- 

uage, in many Caſes, more ſtrong and perſwaſi ve than 
3 if a Man, being himſelf a Simmer, — 
is touched with ſeeing the direful Effe.Fs of Sin upon 
others, or hearing their moving Repreſentations of ap- 
proaching Danger, his Convictions have a moſt rational 

Spring, and he does well to take Warning from their 
Miſery.—In ſhort, the Fallacy of the Objection proceeds 
upon a Suppoſition, that Arguments in favour of this 
Work are drawn from a ſeermmg outward Concern, which 
may indeed proced from other Springs than the Spirit of 
God: — Whereas the Cauſe is built on a quite other 
Foundation, as juſt now hinted; the ſaving Change 
wrought upon their Souls accounted for, by Ka happy 
Perſons, according to the La and the Teſtimony; and 
this Change evidenced in the hole of their Practice and 
Falk : — EFFECTS which we contend cannot 
from ere Mechaniſin, and muſt be admitted as deciſive 
of the Point in queſtion, there _ other Rule by 
which we can judge the State of auother. 

When Sund and Geſture won't do, and this Earth 
can't afford a CAUSE 110ned to the mighty Efes; 
Rather than God ſhould have the Glory, "Hell mult be 
ſearched, and the whole glorious Hen aſcribed to the 
Devil.— Here we are put in mind, that Satan ſometimes 
transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light.— But they 
muſt ſay a great deal more, hat he really is an Ange 
of Light, and working the Work of God.— 8 4 


(m) Pages 4,7. of this Letter, 
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16 
himſelf, was he not the Father of Liars, would, me- 
thinks, be aſhamed to call this it Work, or claim the 
Converts as his Children. — How unlike to their Father. 


From the Apoſtle 7oh⁰ss Obſervation (u), In this the 


Children of God are manifeſt, and the Chillren of the 
Deuil:  Whoſoever doth. not Righteouſneſs is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not his Brother; we muſt neceſſa- 
rily inſer, That avhoſoever doth Righteonſneſ5 is not of 
the Devil, neither he that loveth his Brother. But it 
ſeems the 4poſtle is miſtaken, and the Dewil is now be- 
getting many Children by the Nord of Truth, who can- 
not ſin, becauſe born f him, and his Seed 'remaineth in 
them.— THE WORLD UNMASK'D hes before me: 
I don't think the Author has hit upon any Argument half 
ſo conclufive as this, for his final Reſtoration of all 
Things, Devils not excepted ; — It being generally ad- 
mitted; that Concern for. the Salvation of others, is one 


o 


good Sign of a Perſon's own Converſian. | 
When theſe and the like abſurd Conſequences natu- 
rally follow upon reſolving this Matter into Deiuſion and 
Satanical. Influence, I can ſcarce think it poſſible ſuch 
harſh Thoughts could have been entertained by ALL the 
ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY, but becauſe of Miſin- 
formation, or rather tome very groſs Impoſition. I am 


the more confirmed of this, when they ſay (o), © Nor 


* will any of the Fruits of this Work, that have hither- 


& to been alledged, be ſufficient to difference it either 


from the common Work of the Spirit of God upon 


« Hypocrites, or from the Deliſions of Satan.“ 


The Fruits alledged, P. 6, 7. will be allowed ſufff- 


cient to diſtinguiſh the J/ork of God from the Work of 


the Devil. The ſame Thing, on the Matter, was alled- 


ed (whether proved or not, is not the Queſtion) in 


eſe, MISSIVES, ATTESTATIONS and JOUR-- 
NALS they refer to in their {aid Act. —Shall-I then 


think them all inſincere? — No; Charity obliges me to 
(u) 1 Foby iii. 10. 8 


— 


(9) "AR of the Aſſeciate Pre) tery, Kc. P. J 


believe 
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believe the greater Part have depended upon the 7e/?i- 
mony of others, without reading the Atteſtations, Miſ- 
ſives, Oc. Whence I would willingly hope, — now that 
they ſee ſuch good Fruits both alledged and proved, 
they will, as on other Occaſions, frankly acknowledge 
their Miſtake ; eſpecially ſeeing, if this Affair complex- 
ly taken, in its Riſe, Progreſs and Effects, don't point 
out a genuine Work of the Holy Ghoſt, there ſeems no 
Criterion left to diſtinguiſh the Operation of the Spirit 
of God from the Spirit of the Devil; no Way by "I 
we can know the Voice of Vim who ſpeaketh from Hea- 
ven, from the Voice of him who ſpeaketh from Hell.— 
What of #nfernal Agency is alledged, from ſome un- 
common Symptoms, will be conſidered afterwards : And 
Mall only further ſay, That it ought not to ſhake the 
Faith of ſerious Souls lately brought home to Chriſt, 
that they have been arraigned as under the ZDeluſionwof 
Satan: — Jeſus himſelf was thus reviled, — and the 
Operation of his Divine Spirit aſcribed to Heelzebub the 
Prince of Devils. — The Argument whence he expoſed 
the Folly and Iniquity of this Suppoſition, will equally 
ſupport their Cauſe : The Queſtion, which on this Oc- 
caſion ſilenced the Phariſees, will equaliy difficult their 
Oppoſers; — Every Kingdom divided againſt itſelf is 
brought to Deſolation, aud a Houſe divided againſt a 
Houſe falleth ; if Satan alſo be divided againſt Inmſelf, 
how ſhall his Kingdom ſtand (p) ? "Tis indeed moving, 
that the Oppoſition is joined by. ſome of whole Chri- 
ſtianity I can have no Doubt; and yet no ſtrange Thing 
has happened. LUTHER, who now enjoys delight- 
ful Communion with CALVIN in the Feruſalem 
above, was raſh enough to call him a ite Devil, when 
equally concerned with himſelf to promote the Intereſt of 
their common Lord and Maſter. 

Again, this bleſſed Work has been repreſented as the 
Miniſtration of Death, flowing merely from legal Ter- 
rors, and iſſuing in Deſpair. 

The Terrors of the _ have indeed awak'd many 

| 5 el. 


(p) Luke xi. 17, 18. 
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to timely Fear, making them, as the Man purſued by the 
Avenger of Blood, flee for Refuge to the Hope ſet before 
them; But (which is a Wonder of Grace) not one Sbul 
to the beſt of my Information, has given over Ho of 
Mercy. That MEN, in Danger of He, ſhould be 
afraid of Hell; and that Children of Math, being mo- 
ved with Fear, ſhould flee from that Math, is the Lan- 
guage of right Reaſon, and exactly agreeable to Revela- 
tion, which repreſents the Law as 4 . leading 
to Chriſt. Every adult Perſon muſt in a Jeſs or greater 
Meaſure be brought to a Senſe of Danger, ere they wel- 
come wh their Deliverer; and this is neceſſarily attend- 
ed with a corre/pondent Degree of Terror. — Fear is in- 
terwoven, as it were, with our Make; that we may ſhun 
Evil, it ſounds the Alarm, and is generally the fit 
Spring which excites to Action; tho Hope and Love 
muſt be allowed the more endearing Motives, and what 
effectually captivate Heart and Soul. Nor ate theſe wan- 
ting in the preſent Caſe, as already repreſented (4), --- 
Whatever awful Views attend firſt Convictions in ſome, 
eſpecially grofſer Sinners; --- yet, how ſweetly are they 
afterwards moved with the Gris of Love, and theſe 
Bonds of a Man ! Few prehaps were ever more feelingly 
conſtrained by-the Kindneſs of a Saviour. | 
ENTHUSIAS M 1s next brought into the Ac- 

count, which is ever at hand with ſome Pretenders to 
Reaſon, to diſcredit the Operations of the Holy Ghoft.--- 
The ſudden Change which, they Suppoſe, the Converts un- 
dergo from Fear to Hope, from Terror to Foy, and an 
alledged Variavleneſs of their Frame, explains the whole 
Myſtery to Gentlemen of their Penetration. 

They will forgive me to ſay, that, as they build ypon 
very falſe Suppoſittons, their Concluſions are equally uyuſt.-- 
Many among the fr/t awakned continue ſtill in Diſtreſs; 
The greater Part have attained to Hope, in conſequence 
of a gradual diſtinct Work upon their Mind: And, if 
ſome few have not been /o long under the Spirit of Bon- 
dage, it ſeems quite agreeable to Divine W E 
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Where the Senſe of Wrath Ne 6 deep and Aeg, had 
it been alſo lasting, the $irits which God had — 
have failed before him. And, becauſe God is kind 
condeſcending in pitying the Weaknels of his Creatures, 
ſcall our Eye be evil? 
That the Mind muſt be inlighined in the Knowled 
of Sin and of a Saviour, Faith qurought, and the N. 
rure changed, ere a Man can be denominate a Chriſtian, 
or rejoice in the Good of God's choſen is allowed; 
but that %%% Beginnings of the Divine Life muſt al- 
ways be a Work of great Time and Leiſure, requiring 
Months or Pars, is nowhere that I know taught in Scrip- 
ture, and ſeems directly contrary to many Inſtances there 
recorded. How ſoon was Saul the Perſecuter changed in- 
to Paul the chief of the Apoſtles (r) ? --- Three thou- 
land, lying in Hin and F/ickedne/5 when Peter begins to 
reach, are Believers before he has done, and that very 
ay added to the Church (/); the trembling Faylor 
becomes that ame Hour a jayful Believer (t); a Thief 
while hanging upon the Croſs, is at once inlighined, juſti- 
fied, confred and amidſt his expiring Grones made meet 
to parta 4 the Inheritance of the Saints in Light (a). 
God, who commanded Light to ſhine out of Dark- 
neſs, ſaying, Ler there be Light, and there was Light, 
can with equal Eaſe, and in 4 Moment too, ſhine into 
the Heart, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the 
Glory of in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt ; working at 
the ſame Time the moſt joyful, lively Faith. And even 
ſuppoſe, according to the miſtaken Principles of ſome 
oraliſts, Cunuerſion did not ar all proceed from Divine 
Influence, but was the Effect of mere Reaſon and Argu- 
ment; ſtill the Change wou'd paſs upon ONE. much 


ſooner than upon another, and that in Proportion to the 


Quickneſs of their Genius, the Pliableneſs of their Will, 

the Tenderneſs of their Affections, and more ad vanta- 
ous Circumſtances, Cc. We find, in common and civil 

ife, ane Man will learn 13 in a Day than another in 

| 2 a 


(r) A#six. 1, &c. (/) AF5 ii. 37, 41. (t) As xvi. 29, 30, 34 
(#) Luke xxiii. 43, | 
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a Tear ;--- And an ingenuous Mind be moved with very 
ſmall Intreaty, when repeated Solicitations and multiplied 
Arguments are neceſſary to gain the ore obſti nate. It 
cannot therefore warrant the Charge of Enthuſiaſin, that 
a Sinner under Soul- diſtreſs has attained ſome Meaſure of 
Eaſe and Quiet in a few Days, if he can give a good 

Reaſon of the Hope that is in him. | 

Call him an Enthuſiaft if you will, who is conſtantly flu- 
Auating amidſt the troubled Waters of Deſpair, and high 
Tides of Foy, when not able to aſſign a reaſonable Cauſe 
either for the one or the aher: But fo far is this from the 
_ preſent Caſe, that thoſe who ſooner than others have paſſed 
from Darkneſs to Light, from the Power of Satan to the 
Kingdom of God, give the moſt ſatisfying Account, firſt of 
their Diſtreſs, and hen of their Relief. Not is their Afrer- 
frame more variable than what is common to other Chri- 
ſtians, flowing from the preſent State of Imperfection: 
SOME have arrived at led oy and Peace in believing ; 
OTHERS till harraſs'd with remaining Doubts and 
Fears; and if ye find a- FEW lamenting an abſent God, 
who once walk'd in the Light of his Countenance, this, 
I apprehend, is no wiuſual 640 amongſt Saints of longer 
Standing, and more Acquaintance with the religious 
Life (W). Ky | 
When Oppoſers aſcribe this Work to Farcy and Whim, 
they confider it as conſiſting wholly in Impreſſions, irra- 
tional Fears, and deluſive oy; and ſeem quite to have 
forgot its certain Fruits and Hes, Change of Nature, 
and Renovation of Life. They will allow, that from 
not hing, nothing can proceed; that every Hfect muſt have 
a Cauſe; that no Cauſe can produce an Effet more real 
and excellent than itſelf; And from thence it will follow, 
That Fancy muſt be the Conſequence of Fancy, and De- 
liſion the only Effect of Deluſion : Whence then the new 
Nature in theſe Converts? Whence their Newneſs of 
Lite? Shall we believe the oſt glorious, the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial, 


(c) Pſal. xxx. 7. Pſal, Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. Pſal, IxXxxviii. through - 
out. Seng ili. J. 95 
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ſtantial, the maſt real Bleſſings the Product of mere Ina · 
gination, the Ae of a deluded Brain! Thrice ha 
py Deluſion! O my Soul, may I ever thus be r 
and ever feel the ſame bleſſed Effects Mn 

It would appear that others in the Oppoſition are ap- 

rchenfive,--- if the Fruits be good, they can't reaſonably. 
be ſuppoſed to low from ſuch falſe deluſive Springs; and 
therefore take another Way, miſrepreſenting their Con- 
duct who are the Subjects of this Work. 

Tdleneſs and Neglect of their civil Affairs is a princi- 
pal Charge, — but not better ſupported than a Thouſand 
other flying Reports, 

That Perſons almoſt ſtruck dead, and cut to the 
Heart with the Twwinges and J hrows of an awakned 
Conſcience, ſhould not enter /o heartily into the Buſi - 
neſs of Life — while feeling the Smart, — will be no 
Wonder to one who experimentally knows a 2vounded Si- 
vit, and 1s in itſelf no more ſurpriſing than that we don't 
find Paul making Tents when lying on the Ground 
through the Ke Influence of the heavenly Vi- 
ſion. Beſides, it will be found, that when the Violence 
of the Shock is over, and eſpecially where they have at- 
tained to the joyful Proſpect of a happy Eternity, they 
o on in their reſpetive Callings with uncommon Gheer- 
Fals 75 Alacrity, A deſerve the r of 
not flothful. in Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerving the 
Lord.— Even w; 6% the Number 2 the Ditreſt > and 
the Circumſtances of their Caſe, required more than ordi. 
nary Attendance upon Prayer and Exhortation, this was 
ſo managed as to occaſion little or no Interruption in 
their Labour; — Of which their preſent pg Crop 
is ſufficient Evidence: And now, in all their Religious 
Societies, ſuch Times and Places are fixed upbn as leaſt 
interfere with their other Engagements. It may be very 

true, that ar firſt, when an Event fo remarkable ingroſ 
the Attention and Converſation of all around, Perſons 
otherwiſe idly diſpoſed (of which there are Numbers 
in the neighbouring as well as other populous Cities) 
might, under Pretence of attending Divine Worſhip, 
| employ 
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done with Decency, 


C 22 }) 
employ thernſelves quite another Way, and defraud their 
Maſters of their Time: But it is evidently Unfair-deal- 
ing to charge this (if it be the Caſe) upon the Miniſters, 
who were careful to diſcourage ſuch Practices; or upon 
the Body of the ſerious People, who act another and 
and in all Reſpects a good Part. Tares will mix in with 
the Meat to the End of Time, and the Vile dwell with 
the Good in this World of Sin and Sorrow. | 
Suffer me to add, That ſuch Objections, of being 2 
little too long engaged in ſpiritual Worſhip, generally 
proceed from thele who can trifle away whale Nights, 
or perhaps ſpend them in Calumny and Slander, it not 
in Chamber and Wantonneſs, Rioting and Drunken- 


neſs : And it will hold true 22 that more 


Time is criminally employed in uring thoſe devour 
Souls, than they employ in Prayer. I am as much as 
as any Man for Peoples minding their proper ſecular Af- 
fairs, and judge that he 200 does not provide for bis 
an Houſe is worſe than an Infidel, and hath denied the 
Faith; but muſt likewiſe think, there are certain Seaſons 
when more Time than ordinary may be ſet apart for Things 
of eternal Concerment : And am extremely apprehenſive, 
the Noiſe that is made about not ore 22 atten- 
ding to Things temporal, proceeds from forgetting that 
we are but Pilgrims and Strangers in this Earth,--- who, 


baving here no continuing City, ſhould look for one that 


is to come, and ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and its 
Righteouſneſs.--- Let Men who have their Portion in this 


Lite, count every Hour loſt which is not employed in 
amaſſing periſhing Riches; — But let the Chriſtian 
bes ly K* a Grave, reckon no Day well 
ſpent wherein he does not make ſome Advances towards 

aven and Huimortality. 2 

Fancy d Imprudences are much talk'd r; and every 
rrifling Irregularity magnified into Diſorder, inconſiſtent 
ith a Religion coming ow the God of Order,--- and 
the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, <vho would have all Things 


The 
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The Miniſters Conduct is, in my Apprehenfion, eu- 

ble of a fair and rational Vindication.---If every Thing 
Can not been conducted by others fo prudently as could 
have been wiſhed, Is not this almoſt the neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of an Affair ſo new and extraordinary, --- where 
it is not wp nw the Subjects of it are all red Di 
vines an = Philofophers ? --- But how will this dif- 
prove the Work upon the Minds of Hundreds, againſt 
whom even this Objection does not Iy ?--- Or, if 
Irregularity as to Time or Place (for Inſtance) of meet- 
ing for Prayer, demonſtrate that the Work in general - 
is not from God ; --- How ſhall we.reconcile the glorious 
Things faid by Paul of the Church of Corinth, --- with 
the much greater Diſorders (than has been alledged in 
the 44 Caſe) they are charg'd with in the fame 
Epiſtle by the ſame Apoſtle (ﬆ) ? 

It ought to be confidered, that human Frailties ne- 
ceſſarily mix in with all our Affairs civil and religious; 
and, ſhould we ſeek only for Religion where there is not 
the leaſt Deviation from the Rules of ſtrict Order, 1 
doubt much if we find Faith upon the Farth. If Allow- 
ances are to be made, doubtleſs young Converts claim our 
Charity in the firſt Place, eſpecially when their Diſtreſs 
has been great, and their Joy proportional : --- Like 
Men coming into a new Country, or rather new Iorld, 
they are not yet acquaint with all the Faſhions and De- 
cencies of it; It is no Wonder every Punctilio is not ob- 
ſerved, which 1 and cooler Reftect ion will 
dictate. Shall we pardon the learned, the compoſed AR- 
CHILI EC, tho' going beyond ail the Bounds of De- 
cency, When tranſported with a mathematical Diſcovery, 
and finding out only certain Propoſitions in Figutes, an 
abftraft Truth, not immediately calculate to attract the 
Affections, and confined to this World in its Conſequen- 
ces ;--- And ſhall we make no Allowance for illiterate 
Country Men and Children, and others of ſmall Expe- 
rience, when raviſbed with the Diſcoveries of another 
IWorld, and the Knowledge of God and Chriſt, aubom to 


(x) Compare 1 Cor. i, 1,---7, with Chapters xi, xiv. 
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know ig Life eternal ? This were to treat them not with 
common Humanity; but they muſt expect no Quarter. 
xx Italmoſt exceeds Belief, which yer is further objected 
(, that they ſhould be charg'd as under the Power of 
Dotuſin, for not immediately throwing off their on 
Mniſters who have been their 4 ritual Fathers, and 
not embracing a Teimony which many of them never 
ſaw, --- and cannot eaſihy comprehend ; and, what is ſtill 
more ſurpriſing, condemn'd becauſe not joining thoſe who, 
upon the firſt Riſe of this Divine Work, were not afraid 
to aſcribe 1t to the Devil. 

Deſire to promote the Glory of God, is indeed ne- 
ceſſarily connected with a real Concern for our own Sal- 
vation; where Chriſt dwells in the Heart, he will be 
confeſs'd with the Lip. The Children of Zion naturally 
ſeek the Good of Zion, and, when in the due Exerciſe 
of Grace, prefer Jeruſalem to their chiefeſt Joy. --- The 
Intereſt of Chriſt's viſibię external Kingdom is dear to ſuch 
Souls ; This, in their proper Spheres, they endeavour to 
promote, --- but ſtill according to the Meaſure of Light 
which God has given them : --- And doubtleſs ALL 
good Men have not the /ame Views in this Matter. 
Nor will it be pretended by any /ober thinking Perſon, 
that if the SubjeZs of this Work, wwho/? Love to pr! 
ſeems ſtronger than Death, have not Freedom to make 
a total Separation from the Miniſters of this Church, even 
the happy Inſtruments of their Converſion, and join the 
Brethrens Platform in all irs Circumſtances, --- they can 


no more get to Heaven than a Man can «alk without 


Legs. 

b don't think my Charity, tho' a Presbyterian, very 
extenfive, when I can ſuppoſe, not only with a Reverend 
Gentleman, an Independent, <vithin the Reach of the 
Goſpel-offer, but within the Bonds of the everlaſting Co- 
venant, and hope one Day to meet with Dr. Owen in the 
heavenly City, where there is no Temple (2).— © Dare * 

| | Cadet: 


1 


(y) See Act of Aſſociate Precbytery, &c. P. 3. | 
(2) This Mr. Fer, P. 68. calls Mr. Webſter's publiſbing to the 
World his big Hopes of Heaven ; tho' Mt. Webſter apprehends — 
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te of you (ſays a late Writer to the 4 880 CJ. 
« ATE PRESBTYTERY) tell the moſt zealous 
* for your Teſtimony, and againſt their own Miniſters, 
* that thele Things are 3arks and Evidences of ſaving 
* Grace, --- and that they may depend upon them as 
e ſuch ; or that the judging your Teſtimony irregu- 
* lar, and what the Lord required not at your Hands in 
« the Way and Manner you have given it, and their 
* cloſe Conjunction with their Miniſters, are certain Evi- 
. dences that they are Chri/tle/s and Graceieſ5 who do 
But ſuppoſe, if you will, the Brethrens 'Teſtimony 
the Handard of true Religion, to which all gracious 
Souls will at kngth adhere ; Will they allow no Time 
for Conſideration ? Was not their own Arrival at preſent 
Truth the Conſequence of ſeveral Years Enquiry ? — 
Mayn't one then be Half a Tear in a State of Grace, be- 

fore equally inlightned ? F 
[A Perion under alarming Apprehenſions of Divine $z 
Wrath; cannot with nuch Sedatene/s of Mind peruſe the 
endleſs Volumes that have been writ on viſible external 
Forms : --- What would you think of his Convictions for 
Sin, who made Church-government his firſt Enquiry ? 
Would he not, do ye imagine, be as reaſonably and pro- 
fitably employed in reading Gurhrie's Trial of a ſauing 
Intereſt in Chriſt, as in ſtudying publick Acts and Teſti- 
monies ?] And ſuppoſe he has attained real Faith, yet, 
as the firſt Actings of this Divine Grace are oft-times at- 
tended with much Darkneſs as to many Things relating 
to the ſpiritual Kingdom of God in the Soul, theſe de- 
mand the Believer's chief Regard, and ſhould —_— 
| is 


has expreſs'd his umble Fx pectation of Heaven in the moſt de- 
cent Terms. This much he is not aſhamed to acknowledge to 
the Praiſe and Glory of Divine Gre; and thinks, tho* he had 
ſpoke of a firm Perſevaſion, it might have been allowed by Mr. 
Fiſher, who no entertains favourable Notions of the Doctrine 
of Aſſurance, and does not pretend, P. 24, 67. to monopolize 
Heaven, 

a Mr. Robe's Narrative, Preface, P. 17. 

b Mr. Fiſher's ſtrange evaſive Anſeer to this Queſtion, was 
noticed in the Preface, | 


\ 
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his firſt Thoughts. It ſeems therefore at leaſt a haſty 
Concluſion, to charge the Subjects of this Work, when 
but beginning to be religious, many of them ſtill at a 
Loſs whether or not really in Chriſt, and others till 
further from Comfort, to charge' them ALL WITH 
DELUSION, for not already lifting up /e Teſti- 
mony of the Day, viz. the Teſtimony of the Aſſociate 
Presbytery ©: A harſh Conclufion indeed! eſpecially 
conſidering the Stumblinz-block in their Way, not eaſily 


got over. --- How ſhall they inrol their Names with the 
| Go. 


c Mr. Fiſher, in P. 53. remarks, Any who have read Mr. 

« Webſter's Letter, may obſerve how contemptuouſly he ſpeaks 

„of the Government and Diſcipline of the Houſe of the living 

« God.” For Proof of this extraordinary Libel, be quotes the inclo- 

" ſed part of the Paragraph, p. 25. the veſt not anſwering his Purpoſe ; 

and then goes on : © Now, granting that the Doctrine concerning 

« the Government of the Church doth not fall under the Enquiry 

« of a Perſon under Conviction, at the firſt Inſtance; yet I am 

| E perfectly ſure, that the Spirit of God, in his convincing Work, 
P <« doth not beget in any Soul an Averſion to publick Acts and Teſti- 
| « monies for the declarative Glory of God, as evidently takes place 
*in Mr. Febfter himſelf and theſe he is pleading for. What can 

he mean by the endleſs Volumes that have been wrote on viſible 

N « external Forms? but that Presbyterial Church- Government has 
3 © been mightily controverted and oppoſed, therefore it is worth 

* no Man's while to take up his Head about it.” 

He had told us, P.48. *In order to ſecure the People in all 
« Time coming from joining the Seceders, or ever appearing. 
«« zealous for Presbyterial Church-Government, all Pains is taken 
to perſwade them that a Teſtimony for the ſame is nothing but 
mere Bigotry ; that they may be good People, whatever Deno- 
< mination they be of; and therefore they ought not to be taken 
up with the leſſer Things, but only about the Vitals of Reli- 
gion, wherein the Matters of Church-Government have no Con- 
« cern. It is plain, that this Doctrine opens a wide Door for 
< boundleſs Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience ; yet that this is 
< the leading Principle of the Promoters of this Work, both at 
* home and abroad, ſhall be ſhown from their own Writings.” 
Here you have his Promiſe ; and in the above Paragraph, cited 
ftom his 53d Page, you have the Fulfilment thereof ſo far as it 
reſpeFs Mr. Webiter. And it is ſubmitted to the Reader, if he 
could have diſcovered the ſeveral Articles of this heavy Charge 
_ without Mr. Fiſber's Aſſiſtance; or if from the whole Argument 
taken together, which begins at this Mark W., Page 24. he can 
diſcern any Thing inconſiſtent with the juſteſt Regard for Presby- 
terian Principles, | x 


Seceding Brethren? How ſhall they aſſociate in their 
publick Aſſemblies, where they are exconmuntcate as the 
Children of Satan? How ſhall they join, with uplifted 
Eyes and Hands to Heaven, in 3 the farther 
Influences of the Spirit, with reſpe&t to themſelves or 
others, which they know 70 be real, and feel ſo ſaveer 
upon their own Souls ? Would not this be in hem (I don't 
peak of others) a near Approach to, if not in Reality, 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? And ſhall they be 
charged as ated by the Devil, becauſe not willing to 


give themſelves up to the Devil d? 
D 2 Laſt 


I could not have thought any Man would have adventured to 
aſſert, that an Averſion to publick Acts and Teſtimonies for the de- 
clarative Glory of God, evidently takes place in Mr. Webſter z when 
he maintains, F. 24. Deſire to promote the Glory of God is in- 
* deed neceſſarily connected with a real Concern for our own Sal- 
« vation. When Chriſt dwells in the Heart, he will be confeſs'd 
with the Lip.” Does Mr. Webſter ſpeak contemptuouſly of the 
Government and Diſcipline of the Houſe of the living Goa, who di- 
« realy aſlerts, ibid. © That the Children of Zion naturally ſeek 
the Good of Zion, and, when in a due Exerciſe of Grace, pre- 
« fer Jeruſalem to their chiefeſt Joy ;” and “that the Intereſt 
« of Chriſt's viſible external Kingdom is dear to ſuch Souls? Or 
does he teach, That People ought to be taken up O NLT about the 
Vitals of Religion, wherein the Matters of Church-Government have 
no Concern ;, ot that it is worth no Man's while to take up his Head 
about PÞresbyterial Church-Government ? Tho! he directly aſſerts, 
ibid. that he himſelf is a Presbyterian, and © that good Men in 
« their proper Spheres endeavour to promote the Intereſts of 
* Chriit's viſible external Kingdom“ a 

The wiſer Part of Mankind will ſoon ſee through this low Art 
of miſrepreſenting the Principles of thoſe who think favourably 
of the bleſſed Work; that it can have no other Meaning than to 
prejudiſe the Ignorant, who judge only of a Book by its Author, 
and of an Argument by the Principles of thoſe who propound it : 
And *tis more than probable, that ſuch abortive Attempts to blac- 
ken Mens Characters will in due Time diſcover the true Spirit of 
our Oppoſers, 

d Mr. Fiſher remarks, P. 67, © Mr. Webſter takes a very effe- 
* Qual Courſe to nail down the poor deluded People to their own 
«* Miniſters, by telling theſe who are the Subjects of this Work, 
« That it could be in them a near Approach too, if not in Reality, 


_ © the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, to hear the Seceding Miniſters. 


If the moſt rigid Popiſh Confirmation can equal this, I leave 


it to himſelf to judge.“ 


Is 


5 V RTE 
Laſt of all, it is objecled, That that this Work is at- A 
tended with #:tter Oueryings, Faintings, ſevere bodily w 
Pains, Convuſſſons, Voices, Viſions and Revelations ; the W 
uſual Symptoms of a delufive Spirit, | 7 
aces, N Revelations are added, I ſuppoſe, for u 
s Sake.--- None of the Subjects of this Work th 
pretend to theſe Thing. One or two Impoſtors, I'm in- v 
formed, under ſuch Pretences endeavoured to diſcredit R 
this Work at the Beginning ; but it is well known what ag 
Care was taken to detect them, and how effectually they Þ ax 
were diſcouraged,--- It ſeemes therefore like a Willingneſs o 
to find Fault, to object againſt this People, what was FJ of 


* 


done by their Enemies with Deſign to blacken them ». 
| And JC 


Is it poſſible that ſuch Miſrepreſentations can paſs for good Z. 
Coin ? The moſt heedleſs Reader will obſerve, that Mr. I#ebſfter is 1 
, removing an Objection brought againſt the Subjects of this Work, an 
for not joining with the Aſſociate Presbytery z to which he anſwers, 

That there is a Stumbling block in their Way, not eaſily got over; 
and asks, How ſhall they inrol their Names with the Seceding Tl 
Brethren, ©. p. 26. beginning at this Mark . Whence it col 
appears that the Queſtion is not about theſe young Converts hear» 
ing the Seceding Miniſters in genęral, but how they can hear and 
join with them in their Prayers, awhile they continue to deprecate Im 
the Influences of that Divine Spirit with reſpect to themſelves and at 

others, which they know to be real, and feel ſo ſæveet upon their all 
own Souls? If Mr. Fiber can inform the World how one, firmly ha 
perſwaded that he is by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt tranſlate4 abſ 
from Darkneſs into the Kingdom of God's dear Son, ſhall aſſociate ten 
himſelf and join with theſe in Prayer, who plead to deliver him | Fi 
from the ſtanical Influence and unhappy er aged. if he will in- Pla 
form us, how ſuch an one thall pray in Faith, nothing doubting, the 
and <vith a good Conſcience, it is then Time enough to charge ſo : 
Mr. Nebſter with taking Popiſh Methods to prevent People joining Vif 

with the Secedets. Mean while it ſhould be remembred, that are 
nailing down is a Method quite inconſiſtent with Mr. Webſter's To- | ſup 
ſeration. principles, and what ſeems more applicable to the Reve- to 
rend Mr. Fier and his Brethren, who deal pretty much in Teſts ver! 
and Subſcriptions to {ſtrengthen the Aſſociation, and ſeldom fail mal 
*Y to frighten. their Congregations from hearing in the cſtabliſhed | cha 
* Church, by /olemn and awful Warnings. Ff 
N Mr. Fiſcer aſſerts, P. 62, That 'tis moſt certain many of the abo 


— — tet 


wy Subjects of this Work pretend to Viffons, Voices, and Revelations ; | in 1 
4 as can be proven by innumerable Witneſſes, who have heard | up 
them own fo much. If Mr. per meats any other than the rk whe 
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And I would have it alſo carefully noticed, that Perſom By 


whoſe Diſtreſs of Mind viſibly affects their Bodies, or 
who go the Length of —_ out, bear but ſmall 
Proportion to the muh greater Number who are wrought 
upon in a more kindly uſual Way, and about whom no- 
thing has appeared, but what is common in other Caſes, 
when People have been awak'd to a ſerious Concern about 
Religion. So that tho' all were put out, of the Account, 
againſt whom the Objection militates, or in whom there 
appears any Thing doubtful to the moſt inelligent cauti- 
ous Perſon, ſtill thgre would be Ground to believe well 
of vaſt Numbers *. | 


Befides, the happy Experience of T houſands judicious 
Chriſtians witneſs, that, when lately at CAMZUS- 
LANG and KILSTTH, &c. truly their Fellow- 
ſip was with the Father, and with his Son Chriſt Jeſus; 
and Judge ſo, by the ſame Rules whence they have for- 
merly been able to conclude that they enjoyed the Lord: 
This ſhould make one the more afraid of joining the 
common Cry, Deluſion, Satanical influence, and what ms ? 


Impoſtors (who, *tis here allowed, pretended to ſome ſuch Things 
at firſt) 'tis a Diſcovery of which I have not heard, -- And as 
all the Miniſters, and Elders, and private Chriſtians, who have 
had moſt Occaſion to converſe with the Subjects of this Work, 
abſolutely refuſe, ſo far as my Information goes, that they pre- 
tend to theſe Things, I muff be allowed not to credit Mr. 
Fiſber's Informers, until they condeſcend upon the Names and 
Places of Reſidence of ſuch Perſons, atteſted by a few at leaſt of 
the innumerable Witneſſes who (he ſays) have heard them own 
ſo much, When acquainted with the Nature of their Voices, 
Viſions and Revelations, we will be better able to judge if they 
are inconſiſtent with a real Work of the Spirit of God. But 
ſuppoſing that ſome of the Subjects of this Work did pretend 
to Voices, &c. and that theſe were inconſiſtent with real Con- 
verſion, how will this conclude againſt vaſt Numbers, who don't 
make ſuch high Pretences? If the Errors of a few are to be 
charged upon the whole, what Society is in a right Way ? 

f The Reader 'tis hoped will, as deſired, carefully notice the 
above Paragraph, beginning at this Mark W, becauſc, as obſerved 
in the Preface, the Oppoſers of this Work continually argue 
upon ſome uncommon Circumſtances, as if theſe took Place in a4; 
whereas the Objection, trifling as it is, militates only againſt a 
few, in compariſon of the ca greater Numbers about wham 
nothing unuſual appcars, EG 


: 30 
And, on the Whole, it follows, that whatever Judg- 
ment we form of ſuch whoſe Concern is attended wit 
unuſual Symptoms, it can never found a general Charge, 
nor weaken the Argument for the Genuinneſs of this Work 
with reſpect to others. --- $x [For allowing that Satan, 
who no doubt is preſent at ſuch Meetings of the Sons of 
God, was permitted to harraſs ſeveral Perſons in this 
extraordinary Manner, 1t would no more prove the Work 
in general deluſive or diabolical, than the Charge could be 
brought againſt our Saviour, and ſuch as thro' his Word 
believed on God; --- Satan being then permitted to tear 
Multitudes, and caſt them down to the Ground 5.] 
We might therefore here break off the Argument: 
But not being willing that ANY ſhou'd be thought 7he 
Children of the Devil, that there is good Ground to 
think God has reſcued from the Jaws of this devouring 
Lion, I would obſerve, That it ſeems very raſh Judg- 
ing, to draw too harſh Concluſions, znerely on account 
of ſtronger Intpreſſions upon Peoples Minds than ordina- 
ry, and the natural Effects of this: upon the Body.— If 
ans who judge favourably of theſe Perſons built their 
Hopes upon ſuch extraordinary viſible Appearances, the 
In- 


e Mr. Fiſber, after citing the incloſed Part of the above Para- 
graph, ſays, P. 15. © As if Satan had been, permitted to tear 
ic and caſt down to the Ground Multitudes of theſe who through 
« the Word of Chriſt believed on God, which is the only Meanin 
« his (Mr. Webfter's) Words can bear to make Senſe of em, &fc.” 
If Mr. Fiſer's Wiltingneſs to find Fault did not precipitate him ſo 
much, the leaſt Attention might have taught him, that Mr. Veh. 
fer in the above Conceſſion is ſo far from ſuppoſing that Satan was 
permitted to tear and caſt down to the Ground Multitudes of 
them who thro' the Word of Chriſt believed in God, that he is 
ſuppoſing directly the contrary, --- and granting, that altho' all 
the People in the Welt under bodily Seizures were really as much 
poſſeſſed by Satan, arid under diabolical Influence, as the Demo- 
machs in our Saviour's Day, -- this would no more prove the 
Work in general deluſive, or (as it is expreſſed in the ſame above 
Paragraph) weaken the Argument for the Genuinneſs thereof with 
reſpect to others, whoſe Concern is not attended with thoſe Symp- 
toms, than the Demoniacks in our Saviour's Time, and thcir 
- Poſſeſſions, +---- cou'd be uſed as an Argument againſt the Conver- 
ſion of others not under theſe Poſſeſſions, who believed in God 

thro' our Saviour's Word. | | 
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e 
Inſtance of a Felix trembling, Cc. which probably did 
not iſſue in found Converfion, might juſtly be objected: 
But when this good Opinion is founded upon the e 
Reſemblance, as to the main Strokes, which the Exerciſe 
of their Minds bears to a genuine Work of the Spirit of 
God, . as taught in Scripture, and experienced by Saints 
in all Ages,— and upon Heir holy 2 Converſation 


flowing from this inꝛard Change; — when the Argument 
in their behalf is thus built on ſuch rational ſcriptural 
Grounds, and no Weight is laid on their outward Di- 
ſtreſs ;n» To what 1 are we entertained with 
trembling 9 deluded Cami gars h, propheſying 
Enthuſiaſts, Jainting Hypocrites, and ſhort-lived Convicti- 
ons? From this Hiſtory-piece we may indeed learn, that 
Men may faint, may tremble, may ſeem to undergo the 
Pangs of Death, and yet ſtill continue under the Power 
of Satan and the Dominion of their Luſt - and this we 
readily admit. But does it hence follow, that Perſons 
who give all Evidences of a ſanctiſed Nature, a renewell 
Mind, — are ſtill in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of © 
Taiquity, merely becauſe, when firſt convinced, the direful 
Apprehenſions of Wrath had /uch Efe#s upon their Bo- 
dies? — It might with zuore Reaſon be inferred, that if the 
roo /iight Conviftions, of a Felix for Inſtance, made him 


ſnake and tremble ; when Convictions are real, are thorow, 


are deep, are laſting, they will have no leſ5, nay, greater 
5 Effects. ut indeed there is . . >. from 
Effects upon the Body, as to the Nature of the Work 
upon the Mind, either one Way or the other. 

In ſhort, our Oppoſers may pleaſe themſelves with 
finding out how many, that ſeem'd once in the Way to 
Heaven, are now in Hell; but muſt either ſay, that if 
Perſon faint, tremble, or fall den as dead, they * 


b Mr. Robe in his Preface, p. 12. ſhews accurately the great 
Diſparity between the Caſe of the Camizars and theſe affected 
in. the Weſt. Mr. Fier in his Review, -«- p. 37.---39. ſtrains bard 
to find out a Reſemblance; upon which 1 ſhould have made ſome 


publiſh a Defence of his Preface, oe. 


Obſervations, had I not been informed that Mr. Robe deſigns te 


. 
be under the Influence of a good Spirit, and that 'tis 
impolſible their Convictions ſhould. have a ſaving Iſſue; 
This much they muſt ſay, or they ſay nothing to the Pur- 
poſe . — And, if they will go 2% far, I ſhall not have 
the better Opinion either of their Philoſophy or Chriſtia- 


art * . 3 

The Laws of Union betwixt Soul and Body, and their 
neceſſary mutual Tifluence, continually evidenced in com- 
mon Life, will account for Effects nuch more ſurpriſing. 
Suppoſe ſeveral Perſon apprehenſive of no Danger, blei- 
fing themſelves with preſent Enjoyment, big with future 
Hopes, — at once ſeized,— arratgn'd, tried, caſt, condein- 
ned to the Flames ; it would exceed no one's Belief to be 
told, when the Sentence paſſed, and the Fire was a.pre- 
paring, — ONE wep:, ANOTHER. creed out, a THIRD 
#rembled,---a FOURTH fainted,---ALL {woon'd awvay.--- 
Again, ſuppoſe them bound 10 the Stake, the Sparks Kin- 
dling up, when, of a ſud ien, the Flames are quenched,--- 
their Bonds looſed,--- Pardon intimate, and all imagi- 
nable Aſſurance given that they are Heirs of a King- 
dom; Wou'd it ſurpriſe us to hear that ail Nature, 
o'etpower'd with rapturous returning Juy. once wore died 
away? --- The Application is obvious; And our. Sur- 
priſe ſhould be leſs, if ſecure Sinners, till now inſenſible 
of their Condition, thus faint and fail, when falling un- 
der immediate Apprehenſions of Wrath more intolerable, 
and the Approach of Flames unquenchablk, ---- or when 
luck d as Brands out of this Fire, and raviſhed with all 
the Wonders of Grace, and Glories of redeeming Love,--- 
As the Joys of Heaven far exceed the Pleaſures of Senſe, 


and the Terrors of Hell more dreadful than of a Furnace 


ſeven Times heated; --- tis natural to think their Effects 
- ſhould be proportionally greater, and wou'd doubtleſs be 
- the Cale, if attended with the ſame quick and uffe ing 
—_ 1. „„ 
5 Souls, 

1 Mr. Eher allows of falling down in hearing of the Word in 


ſome Circumſtances, but diſputes it in the preſent Caſe, to hien 
an Anſwer is returned in the Preface. 


1 a a Sl nnn 4a 


M2 fin ww ot ta OO AM a A A as a Ac 


233 } 

the Arg taken from the 12. 
tural and obuious Effects — Fear and unexpectel 
Fog,-- that we find ſuch Inſtances in Scripture. How 
can a Chriſtian read of perhaps T hree thouſand wounded 


Ao „ ) 


Souls, 2whoſe Convictions had a ſaving Iſſue, crying out 


at once, under the Miniftry of the Word, Men and Bre- 
thren, what ſball ve do ? --- or of the trembling Fo 
lor, afterwards a real Believer, brought to his 
and to the fame importunate Queſtion, with awoful. Ter- 
ror ? Can they realize the now glorified Paul, ſtruck to 
the Ground, zrembling and fone under alarming 
Apprehenſions ; — or 2m the beloved Diſciple falling; 
as one dead, at the Redeemer's Feet, when 8 5 


glorious and exalted King of his Church 2 Can they think 


of the devout P/almiſt, roaring all Day long, While 
God's Hand lay heavy upon him * ; — or the fainting Spouſe 
of Chriſt, praying to her Beloved, — Say we with Ha. 

| 45 Fons, 


k Mr. Fiſher ſays, p. 31. For a Scripture · inſtance of cim ont 
amder the Miniſtry of the Word, or in Time of publick worſhip 
Mr. Webſter cites Acts ii. 37. and tells us, That Three thouſand 
* wounded Souls cried out at once.” One, who is not afraid to 
charge others with Inconſi ſtency and want of Candbur, ſhould ftand 
at the utmoſt Diſtance from the very Appearance of Diſingenuity; 
and yet it would ſeem Mr. Fiſher has not been ſo careful in this 
Reſpect as might have been expected. His unfair Repreſentations 
of Meſſieuts Edwards and Robe's Words are not confined to one. 
or two Places. Some Inſtances of Miſrepreſentations in our Caſe 
have been already noticed: Here it is ſtill more palpable, when he 
makes me directly aſſert, that Three thouſand wounded Souls 
cried out at once. Tho' I was at the Time of writing this Letter, 
and am ſtill, of Opinion, that, by all rational Rules of Interpre- 
ration, tis at leaſt more than probable that a good Number cried. 
out at once while Peter was preaching; yet being aware that it 
was not minutely determined whether all, or what Number, of 
the Three thouſand (that Day added to the Church) cried out, or 
if all that did cry out, did it preciſely with one Breath; therefore 
L only obſerved, © How can we read of, perbaps, Three thouſand 
% wounded Souls, whoſe Convictions had a ſaving Iſſue, crying 
out at once?” This PERHAPS, not anſwering the Purpoſe' 
Mr. Fiſber-had in View, muſt be blotted out, A Cauſe that needs 
ſuch Supports cannot be * good. ys 


1 LS... 
gons, - comfort me with Apples, for I am. ſick of Love 
Caut. i. 5,—Do they admit all this; And can they con 


fiſtently 


That the Reader may have a clear View of this Matter, let it 


be obſerved, © */ 


That Peter, continuing his Diſ- 
courſe, ſays, 

A, ii. ver. 36. Therefore let 
all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſu- 


redly, that God hath made that ' 


ſame eſs whom ye have cruci- 
fied, both Lord and Chriſt. 
Ver. 37. Now when they heard 
this, they were pricked in their 
Heart, and ſaid unto Peter, and 
to the rf of the Apoſtles, Men 
and Brethren, what Hall we do? 
Ver. 38. Then Peter ſaid tinto 
them, Repent, and be baptiſed 
one of you in the Name of 
FJeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion 
of Sins, and ye fall receive the 
ift of the Holy Ghoft. 15 
Ver. 39. For the Fromiſe is un- 
to you and to your Children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as 
Buy as the Lord our God all 


Ver. 40. And with many other 
Words did he teftify and exhort, 
ſaying, Save yourſelves from this 
untoward Generation. 

. Ver. 8 Then they that gladly 
received his Word, were baptized : 
And the ſame Day there chere ad- 
ded unto them about Three thou- 
ſand Souls. 


I believe the Reader will find in 


On the contrary, Mr. Fiſher 
ſays, * Here there is not the 
« leatt Mention of Crying or 
* Screaming, but only that they 
e ſaid or ſpoke with that Oalm- 
« neſs and - Compoſure of Mind 


« which attends the Operations 


« of the true Spirit, Nor is it 
« ſaid that they ſpoke all at 
“ once, as Mr. Webſter affirms, 
© which would make a confuſed 
& and unintelligible Sound; nor 
that they ſpoke in the Time 
« of Peter's Sermon, bur, after 
he had finifbed and applied his 
“ Diſcourſe, v. 36. the Succeſs 
e thereof appeared in a con- 
« yincing Work of the Spirit of 
« God, which was intimated to 
« him and the reſt of the Apo- 
« ſtles by ſeverals of the Multi- 
© tude, v. 37. ſome ſpeaking, 
« in that Interval, to one of the 
« Apoſtles, and ſome to another. 
« 'Whereupon Peter begins ano- 
« ther Diſcourſe ſuitable ro their 
c Caſe, v. 38. a great Part where- 
« of is not recorded; for it is 
« ſaid, v. 40. That <vith many o- 
« ther Words he did tefit) and 
« oexhort. The Iſſue of all was, 
« 41. That the ſame Day 
« there were added unto them 
« about Three thouſand Souls.” 


"8. © 


c 


this Commentary of Mr. Fiſher's al- 


moſt as many fanciful Suppoſitions as there are Sentences. I once 
thought he had the Honour of being the firſt Inventor, till, turn- 
ing up the pious Mr. Henry's Commentary, it appeared that he 
was oblige-1 to this good Man's practical (no one will ſay, critical) 


Obſervations for ſome of the above Hints. 


However, as Mr. Hen. 


79's. Picty ſeems preferable to his Judgment upon this Place, ſo he 
expreſly ſays, commenting on Zech. xii. 10, 11. That this Prophe- 
cy was fulfilled in thoſe to whom Peter preached, when the 


(N.) cried out, What ſhall we do? And indeed I ſhould think it 


an 
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( 35 ) 
ſiſtently object, that if PERSONS cry out, or tremble, 
or faint, or fall doum as dead, their Convidtions can't be 
ge- 


an Inſult upon the common Underſtanding of Mankind, to 
prove, That Men pricked to the Heart or run thorow with a deep 
Senſe of having crucified the Lord of Glory, and their immediate 
Danger on that Account; that Men in theſe Circumſtances, 
brought to the laſt Extremity, asking how to eſcape impending 
Wrath, would cry out or ſpeak with the utmoſt Fehemence and Con- 
cern; or to ſhe that theſe Words, They ſaid unto Peter, and to 
the reſt of the Apoſiles, Men and Brethren, what ſpall we do? to 
which Peter only replies, contain a Requeſt to the Apoſtles jointly, 
and not to the Apoſtles one by one. Peter's finiſhing one Diſ- 
courſe and beginning another, the Interval, and the ſeparate Con- 
verſation of the Perſons convicted, ſome with one Apoſtle, ſome 
with another, is truly ingenious, but needs a new Bible for its 
Support. Mr. Fifzer might with almoſt the ſame Authority ſaid, 
that the Sun ſtood ſtill, to give Day en for the ſeparate Con- 
verſations of ſuch Multitudes: He migWhave as well conde- 
ſcended on the Diſtance there was betwixt the ſeveral Apoſtles, 
that the Pcople might not confuſe one another with an unintel- 
lieible Sound; or have told us, that they were cloſeted up in 
different Apartments, that all Things might be done with the 
utmoſt Decency. 
As for the Jaylor, Acts xvi. 30. ſays Mr. Fiſper, p. 32. there 
tte was a Concurrence of extraordinary Providences that occaſioned 
* his Trembling, which cannot be pled in the preſent Caſe: The 
% Foundations of the Priſon were ſhaken by a great Earthquake, and 
immediately all the Doors <vere opened, and every one's Bands were 
“ looſed, Acts xvi. 26. This, together with his being happily pre- 
* vented from Self- murder, and diſappointed of his Fears with 
« reſpe&t to the Eſcape of the Priſoners, made him come trem- 
« bling,” (%, it ſeems, any Thing may * Trembling, but the 
fearful Apprehenſions of Divine irreſiſtible Wrath) * and fall down 
* in a Way of civil Homage only, it being the Cuſtom of the 
« Faſtern Nations to pay their Reſpects in ſuch a humble pro- 
« ftrate Manner, as the Continuators of Pool obſerve on this 
« place; and it was after all that the Man's Conſcience was tho- 
« rowly awakned, when he ſaid, v. 30. Sirs, what muſt I do to 
« be ſaved?” The Continuators of Pool, ſpeaking of his falling 
down, diſtinct from his trembling, conſider it indeed as a Piece o 
civil Homage, but at the ſame Time plainly allow that it was con- 
need with the Awaknings of his Conſcience, when they tell 
us (which Mr. Fiber has thought proper to omit) that jt. did 
« ſhew the Humility and — of the Jaylor's Heart.“ And 
the ſame Continuators, commenting on Luke iii. 10, 11, obſerve, 
© Tho” the Preaching of the Law doth not immediately conduce 
4 to work Faith in us, yet mediately it doth, as it brings Men to 
« cry out, as thoſe, Acts ii. 37. or as the Jaylor, Sirs, <what ſhall 
E 2 We 
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genuine, cheit Spring mult be diabolical, and their Con- 
{ſequence H? Or can they fay, that, if Nature is _ 
as power 


E qe do to be ſaved?” Mr. Fiſher had no Uſe for Mr. Henry here, 
becauſe he ſays on this Place, Theſe that have Sin ſet in Order 
before them, and are made to know their Abomination, cannot 
& bur #remble at the Apprehenſion of their Miſery and Danger.” 
And tho' he admits of the Jaylor's reverend and teſpectful Addreſs, 
yet adds, He fell down before them, viz. Paul and Silas, as 
& one amazed at the Badneſs of his own Condition, and ready to 
& fink under the Load of his Terror becauſe of it.” 

« As for the Inſtance (Acts ix. 4,5. continues My. Fiſher, p. 32.) 
& of Faul's falling to the Ground, upon occaſion of a Light from 
< Heaven ſhining round about him; it is plain, that as he was to be 
employed in the Office of an Apoſtle, ſo he behoved to have an 
* immediate Commiſſion from the Lord Jeſus, which he received 
at that Time, Acts xxvi. 16. but there can be no Argument 
* drawn from — —7 for fading down, when no ſuch 
“ extraordinary Ocean for it can be pretended.” If Argu- 
ments for the Genuinneſs of this Work, with reſpect unto them 
that have been under bodily Diſtreſs, were laid in this Manner, 
They tremble, they fall down, and therefore muſt be converted, 
hecauſe their Cafe reſembles the Converſion of Paul and the Jay- 
lor; then no doubt different Circumſtances might be objected: ov 
But when we plead for nothing more than that ſuch outevard Effetts 
are not inconſiſtent with rea! ſaving Convietions,-- then theſe In- 
ſtances, notwithſtanding ſome different Circumſtances,--- are quite 
to the Point in Hand, — as they thew that ſuch Things are by no 
means incompatible. And Mr. Fifſber himſelf allows, p. 27. of fal. 
ling over in hearing of the Word,---- where there was no Earth- 
— no Shaking of the Priſon, no viſible Light ſhining from 
Heaven, nor any to be employed in the Office of an Apoſtle. 

Mr. Fiſher adds, Tho” it be ſaid, Rev. i. 17. that the Apo- 
* ſtle Fohn fell down as dead, upon the glorious Viſion that he 
© had of the Son of God, all Viſions are not it feems from Satan 
or diabolical; Or that Daniel had no Strength remaining in him 
* upon the ſame Occaſion z--- Can there be any Argument drawn 
* from theſe extraordinary Privileges conferred upon eminent 
* Saints of God, and the Effects of them, to ſupport the bodily 
* Agonies of ignorant People, evho are not ſo much as alledged 
«© to be converted while in that diſmalgState? ”---- Here Mr. Fier 
entirely miſtakes the Fact: ---- For the Inſtance of John is not 


brought for illuſtrating the Caſe of thoſe under Convictions, from 


which they have got no ſatisfying Outgate ;--- but to ſhew that 
the Taſtes of Divine oh len hens of the Subjects of this 
Work have experienced, upon their having attained to real Faith 
in the Redeemer as held forth in the Goſpel-promiſe, may be 
nevertheleſs real, tho” frail Na ture was overcome thereby. Ac- 


ording!y 'tis ſaid, p. 33. of this Letter. ( Can they 3 
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beloved Diſciple fallling as one dead at the Redeemer's Feet; L and 
can they conſiſtently ſay (ſee p. 36.) © That, if Nature is o erpower d 
4 with the Glory and Love of Jeſus, all is fancy and bim *'Tis 
too true, that ſuch raviſhing o'erwhelming Diſcoveries of redeem- 
ing Love are but rare, - yet not ſo rare as Mr. Fiber would in- 
ſinuate, nor the diſtinguiſbing Privilege of an Apoſtle. Many 
Saints of a lower Form and Si⁊e have been made to cry out, Stay 
« thy Hand, Lord, for I can hold no more.“ Nature has been 
o'erpower'd, and their Clay · veſſels ready to break in Pieces. 


Mr. Navel gives Inſtances of this Nature, Treatiſe on the Soul of 


Man, 4th Ed. p. 501. and reckons them among the more com- 
mon Fore of Heaven and the Glory to come, with which 
« many Believers are fayourcd in this World.“ He particularly 
ſpeaks of a Miniſter, —— probably himſelf, who in a journey 
nad ſuch raviſhing Taſtes of heavenly Joys, and fuch full Aſſũ · 
* rance of his Intereſt therein, that he utterly loſt Sight and Senſe 
of this World, &c.---- At laſt he perceived himſelf almoſt chok'd 
«< with Blood, which, running in Abundance from his Noſe, had 
« diſcoloured his Clothes and his Horſe from the Shoulder to the 
4 Hoof. Hence he found himſelf almoſt ſpent, and Nature to faint 
& under the Preſſure of Joy nn{peakable and unſupportable.” 

And for the Inſtance of the Pſalmiſt David, Pſal. xxxii. 3, 4. 
Mr. Fifcer ſays, If Mr. Webſter had proved that this Roaring was 
* in Time of publick Worthip, it had been to the Point; but f 
„ ſuppoſe that, tho' the Roaring be taken in a literal Senſe, it will 
© be granted that it was in ſecret, and none diſturbed therewith.” 
Mr. Fiſher ſhould remember, that the Oppoſers of this Work 
charge ſome of the Subjects of it with crying out after, as well 
as in Time of publick Worſhip ; --- and that he himſelf charges 


ſome of them, p 27. as falling over when not hearing the Word: 


It was therefore to the Point in Hand, to give Inftances-of Per- 
ſons ſo affected. And I would ask Mr. Fifer, if ONE under 2 
Senſe of Divine Wrath, can't contain himſelf in his Cloſet, but 
muſt cry out; — Will he admit that ſuch 4 Perſon may notwithe 
ſtanding be under real Convictions which may iſſue well; ---- and 
— affirm, That if the ſame Perſon, ſo ſtruck in Time of pu- 

lick Worſhip, cannot contain himſelf, that then it muſt be De · 
luſion and ſatanical Influence ? .- He may ſay, Such an awak- 
ned Sinner was not ſo polite nor ſo decent as could have been 
wiſhed; But what then? The Queſtion is not about a mere 
Pumctilio of Decency, or whether or not ſome might be diſtur- 
bed - (tho', by the by, ſome might alſo reap Benent. See p. 46. 
of this Letter) but, if ſuch outward s of imward Con- 
cern, ſhould they happen in Time of publick Worſhip, will prove 
that theſe Convictions cannot be genuine, that their Spring muſt be 


diabolical, and their Conſequence Hell 7 However Mr- Her 


« 


Love of Jeſus, all is Emy 


* 


(38) 
But farther, Such Inſtances of bodily Diſtreſi, lowi 
from the Terrors or Joys of the Lord, are not confi 
to Old-teſtament Days, to the Times of the Apoſtles, or 
firſt _" of Chriſtianity. Later Periods afford Exam- 
ples of a ſimilar Nature. | 
e The 


thinks this Roaring is not to be underſtood literally of a great 
Noiſe, becauſe other Expreſſions of a like Nature cannot be ſo 
underſtood. I don't think this Conſequence will hold, nor on 
the other Hand judge it a Matter of ſuch Importance as to diſ- 
pute the Point; for tho' the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſions, v. 3, 4. ſhould: 
not be raken in their exact literal Senſe, yet either they muſt be 
underſtood, not only as Mr. Her would have it, “as expreſ- 
& five of the Degree of the Soul's Exerciſe,” bur alſo this Exer- 
Ciſe of Soul ſome how evidenced, either in Words or in its out- 
ward Effects upon the Body; otherwiſe Scripture-phraſes may be 
2 — away altogether. | : 
* I The Reverend Mr. ohn Livingſton ſays of himſelf, 1 
“ remember the firſt Time ever I communicate at the Lord's 
Table was in Stirling when I was at School; when fitting at 
Table, and Mr. Patrick Simſon exhorting before the Diſtributi- 
* on, there came ſuch a Trembling upon me, that all my Body 
« fook; yet thereafter Fear and Trembling departed, and I got 
„ {ome Comfort and Aflurance.” Printed Account of bis Life, P. 5. 
Mr. Robe in his Preface has excerpted a Paſſage from the 
Author of the Fulfilling of the Scripture, P. 185. Folio Edition, 
ſo much to the Point in hand, that I cannot omit here tranſcribing” 


It..--** J muſt here inſtance a very ſolemn, and extraordinary 


« Outtetting of the Spirit, which about the Year 1625, and there- 
after, was in the Heſt of Scotland, whilſt the Perſecution of 
the Church there was hot from the Prelatick Party. This, by 
< the profane Rabble of that Time, was called the Stecwartoun 
« Sickneſs; for in that Pariſh firſt, but after throꝰ much of the 
Country, particularly at Irvine under the Minifry of the fa- 
* mous Mr. Dickſon, it was remarkable, where it can be ſaid 
* (which diverſe Miniſters and Chriſtians yet alive can witneſs) 
that, for a conſiderable Time, few Sabbaths did paſs without 
< ſome evidently converted, and ſome convincing Proof of the 
power of God accompanying his Word; yea, that many were 
« ſo choaked and taken by the Heart, that, thro' Terror, the 
“ Spirit. in ſuch a Meaſure convincing them of Sin, in hearing 
* of the Word, they have been made to fall over, and thus 
carried out of the Church, who afterward proved moſt ſolid 
« and lively Chriſtians. - And as it was known tome of the moſt 
« groſs, who uſed to mock. at Religion, being engaged, upon the 
« Fame that went abroad of ſuch Things, to go to ſome of 
< theſe Parts where the:Goſpel was then moſt lively, have been 
* cffeQually cached before their Return, with a viſible Change, 


- 
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4 following the ſame ; and truly, this great-Spring-tide, whicf 
I may ſo call, of the Goſpel, was nor of ſhort Time, but for 
“ ſome Years Continuance : Yea, thus, like a ſpreading Moor» 
« burn, the Power of Godlineſs did advance from one Place to 
* another, which put a marvellous Luftre on theſe Parts of the 
* Country, the Savour whereof brought many from other Parts 
* of the Land to ſee the Truth of the ſame.” | A 

Mr. Robe remarks, That there is much Reaſon to conelude that 
the above Work from 1625 to 1630 was attended with much the 
ſame Appearances as this now. Mr. Fiſver, p. 25. ſays, He © muſt 
be allowed to ſhew that there is the widef Difference between 
* this preſent Work and the Work of God then, in every Reſpect; 
« and obſerves, That the Author of the Fulfilling of the Serip- 
< tures is there giving Inſtances of the remarkable Outlettings 
of the Spirit, attending the Miniftry of theſe who were ho» 
* noured to be moſt inſtrumental in carrying on Reformation- 
„ work.” And, 2 condeſcending on Inſtances, infers, $0 that 
the Author is ſpeaking of the Outlettings of the Spirit that 
* have accompanied publick as well as perſonal Reformation. 
« But can any of the Promoters of this Work alledge for them- 
« ſelves, that they are making the /eaft Eſſay towards publick 
« Reformation as it has been owned and profetſed in theſe Lands?“ 
Would Mr. Fier have them to ſound their own Praiſes, as he 
does his, that he might have Pretence for his Charge againſt 
them, p. 36. of their vain-glorious Boaſting ? None of them, I 
ſuppoſe, will * — to equal Mr. Dickſon, one happy Inſtrument 
of the bleſſed Work in the 1625, &c. Bar they have the Teſti- 
mony of their on Conſcience, and they hope alſo of others, 
that they are, according io the Meaſure of their Light, eſſay ing, 
in a humble Dependence on Divine Grace, to promote, both in 
their private and priblick Character, the Intereſt of true Religion. 
For my own Part, I have thought it my Duty, p. 58. of this 
Letter, to obſerve, That ſuch a ſurpriſing Diſpenſation of the 
Grace of God ought to be conſidered as an endearing Call, by 
every one, to endeavour in their proper Sphere after real Reforma- 
tion both perſonal and publick. Nor will it be pretended I ſhould 
think, even by Mr. Fiber, that all whom he is pleaſed to call the 
Promoters of this Work have joined in theſe Steps of Defection 
the Aſſociate Presbytery charge on the eſtabliſhed Church. 

Mr. Fiſher goes on, Again, the Lord's Work at Irvine, at the 
« Time mentioned, was not attended with ſuch cloudy Appear- 
* ances as cleave unto the preſent Work amongſt us.” Is not 
their being choaked, and taken by the Heart, their falling over 
thro* Terror, and thus carried our of the Church, Appearances 
ſimilar to the preſent Caſe ? No, ſays Mr: Fiſher, this is all that 
is ſaid of them; © There is no Mention of their bitter Outeryings, 
* Convulſiong, bodily Agonies and Strugelings,” And, p. 28. "= 


* 
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e frail Bodies were inactive for a while, without the leaſt Kern. 
& Canuul ſion or Struggling.” Is Mr. Fiber ſerious ? Is not falli 
over thro* Terror as inconſiſtent with a Work of the Spirit 
God as trembling ? F 
He likewiſe obſerves, ---* That the Occaſion of their falling 
« oyer was the o'erpowering Influences of the Spirit of God 
te upon their Souls in the Hearing of the Word, which is not re- 
* fuſed in ſome Circumſtances : But, in the preſent Caſe, Mul- 
ct titudss fall over without hearing a Word ſpoken, as Mr. EA. 
& ward allows to be the Caſe abroad, c.“ His Method of 
Reaſoning from Mr. Edwards has been noticed in the Preface. 
But ſays he, © Several. have owned, that it was not by Means of 
% any Word ſpoken, or brought to their Remembrance, that they 
& underwent bodily Seizures.” ----. Well, is there not ſti} a Res» 
ſemblance as to them who in the preſent Caſe fall over in hearing 
the Word ?- Or, how does an Acknowledgment of ſeveral con- 
clude with reſpect to Multitudes ? Beſides, as Mr. Fiſher does 
not pretend to ſay they acknowledged ſo to himſelf, he 
will ſuffer me to call in Queſtion his Authority; in regard that 
from 2 Converſation with the Subjects of this Work, and 
by Information of the Miniſters who have daily Acceſs to be with 
them, I can aver, that ſuch as have been ſcized immediately 
afrer publick Worſhip is over, or at ether Times, account for their 
Diſtreſs by the lively Senſe they had of Sin ſet home upon their 
Mind, thro' Means of ſome Scripture or Sermon, or pood In ruth 
on they had received, brought powerfully to their Remembrance. 
Mr. Fiſher further ſays, ---* They had no ſuch frequent Meetings 
« on Week-days as take place in the preſent Cale, to the manifeſt 
*& Detriment of relative and ſtational Duties. This Objection I 

aye obviate, p. 21. of this Letter. Ic might have been well 
ſpared, ſeeing their meeting oftner than uſual, was Honey 
neceſſary in the Infancy of this Work: Nor does it come with. ſo 
good a Grace from a Member of the Aſſociate Presbytery, whoſe 
circular Fournies, and conſtant Preaching, have been frequently 
temonſtrated againſt, and Calculations made, how much publick 
Induſtry was thereby injured.---- The Author ſays only. adds 
Mr. Fiſher, That few Sabbatbs did paſs withour ſome evidently 
& being converted.” Wou'd Mr. Fiſher by this infinuate, that 
the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt attending publick Miniſtrations 
are confined to Sabbath-days ? ---- In vain then ate all ourPreach- 
ings at any other 'Time.---- 


Mr. Fiber concludes, © And as it is the manifeſt Scope of the 
* Author, in the Place quoted, to give Initances of the Power of 


* God, accompanying the Miniſtry of thoſe who were effay ing 
% Reformation-work ; ſo it may 72 be inferred, that theſe 
<< People eſpouſed the Teſtimony of their Day, theReverſe where · 
* of is the fad and diſinal Led of the prelent Wok — Whas 
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Church, even ſince Mun happy Revolu- 


tion *. 
is Mr. F/fer's Intention by this Obſervation ? Does it not look 
like a Delign to perſwade ignorant People, - --that the Spirit of 
God is not to be expected but in their Way, - and that real 
Converts will of Courſe aſſociate themſelves with them 71 
hope he has not ſo ſoon forgot his Aſſertion, but one or two 
Pages back, That none of the Miniſters of the Seceſſion ever ſaid, 
or he believes ever thought, that none can be converted within 
the Pale of the eſtabliſhed Church, Ec. | WF Re Cr 
1 am aware, Mr. Fiſper may pretend that he is only ſhe w. 
ing the Diſparity betwixt the Work formerly and no-]: 
But, if he has no Intention to inſinuate that the Spirit of God will 
not bleſs the Miniſtry of any in the eſtabliſhed Church. 
might as well have told us--- that there is a Diſparity, bec 
the Work referred to was in the Year 1625, the oreſans in 17423 
that under the Miniſtry of Mr. Dickſon at Irc ine, &c. this under 
the Miniltry of Mr. Mculloch at Cambuſlang, &c. and becauſe 
the former was oppoſed by the profane Rabble of the Time, the 
latter by the Aſſociate Fresbytery , ---- that in the firſt Caſe the 
People jzincd the Miniſtry of Mr. Dickſon who was the Inſtrument 
of their Converſion, in the ſecond they did not join Mr. er who 
was not their ſpiritual Father, and who charged them all N 
4 Deluſion.L Neither Mr. Robe nor any one will deny, chat /o Is 
there is a Difference berwixt the Work above-quored, and the 
preſent. But we jnfiſt, That both are attended with much the 
—— Appeatances, and that both iſſue in real Converſion; 
pprehend this will be evident to the Reader, who obſerves, 
hat they were choked, taken by the Heart, and thro' Terror 
made, to fall over when hearing the Word, and carried out of 
the Churches, &c. And who alſo compares whit is ſaid concerning 
Mockecs, in the above Paſſage, with p. d. of this Letter. · In 
theſe ReipeRs, we plead there is a near Reſemblance; and therc- 
fore think the Paſſage very much to the Point in hand, notwith« 
ſtanding all that Mr. Fier has ſaid.— © YE | 
m The manifeſt Reſemblance of the late glorious Work in New- 
England to the preſent Caſe, is obvious from the Reverend MF, 
FONATHAN E DW AR DS' Sermon upon the diſtinguiſoing 
Marks of the Spirit of God, where you will ſee ſeveral of the 
foregoing ObjcRions are. inſiſted upon againſt that Work, and 
there anſwered at great Length, and with much Judgment. 

n Ir is well known, and can be vouched by ſevergl Perſons yet 
living, of known Character and Veracity, who have ſeen and beard 
What paſſes at Cambiſlang, &c. among ſuch as are affected in the 
Manner objected ro, that they have frequently obſerved, in 
different Parts of the Country, Convictions for Sin, attended with 
rhe Bhe bodily Diſtreſs , many being carried out of the Churches 
taking, trembling, fainting, m_ dead, under the . 

; . | n ä ; * & 


Theſe Things taken together mutually confirm and 
ſtrengthen one another, and are ſufficient Evidence that 
the greateſt bodily Diſtreſs attending Convict ions for Sin, 
or the. Qverwhelmings of fraz} Nature under a lively 
Senſe of Divine Love, can be no Argument againſt the 
Genuinneſs of ſuch Convictions, or the Reality of ſuch 
Foy :---- And it likewiſe hence appears, that however 
zheſe Effects upon the Body, have not for ſome Tears 
been ſo viſible and ſtrong ; yet the Cale 1s by no means 
unprecedented, or not ſo uncommon and extraordinary as 
ſome would have us believe. | 
I don't wonder, that Perſons who never felt the Power 
of Divine eternal Things, — in whoſe Creed Heaven and 
Hell have no Place, --- ſhou'd ſtand amazed at what has 
happened; but cannot ſo eaſily account for their Unbe- 
lief, who have known 7he Terrors of the Lord, and alſo 
he Joys of his. reconciled Countenance dawning upon their 
Souls after a dark Night of Deſpair or Deſertion.--- Their 
outward Man has not perhaps been ſo x2uch affefed ; - 
But have they not learned this much, that had God ap- 
peared in more zerrible Majeſty, ---- or afterwards ſur- 
rounded with ore lovely Splendor and Beauty, Nature 
muſt have failed? And I cannot help thinking, had we 
more juſt and believing Appreheiſions of Things eternal, 
a zaore quick and affecting Senſe of what belongs ta our 
everlaſting Peace, --- the Inſtances before us wou'd not be 
fo rare or aſtoniſhing ; --- nor would it then be thought 
ſo unpolite for a Sinner to * afraid of everlaſting Bur- 
nings, — ſo unfaſhionable for a Saint openly to rejoice in 
Hope of eternal Life o. 
I was 


the Reverend Maſters Fohn Hepburn of Orre, Andrew Darling of 
Zinnoul, William Stezvart at Blairgourie, John Moncrieff of College- 
Cnurch,” Fdinburgh, &c. and that marly of theſe People, not 4 
few of whom. are till in Life, give to this Day evident Proof of 
the Reality of their Concern, by their ſedate and religious Con- 
derſation. N 

® I had almoſt forgot to obſerve, that Mr. Fiſher ſays, p. 28. 
* Since Meſſieurs Robe and Webſter have been ſearching the Au- 
* thor of the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, in queſt of an 3 
5 5 ple 
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* norant Perſons, who, in the Midſt of the publick Worſhi 


_ againft the Power and Life of * 
2 
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I was asked t'other Day, Why this: Work was carried 
on in ſuch a viſible Way ? why attended with m, 
| 7 . 3 - as * 12 Sm 


ple of this Work, which they ſo much cry up; I ſhall pyt them 
* in mind of a Paſſage from the ſame Author, much nearer the 
Point in Band in all Reſpects: Great Appearances of God for his 
* Church under the New Teſtament, p. 201.---- When the Goſpe? 


% was flouriſhing in the Church of Ireland by the or of 
« ſome eminent Servants of Chriſt, Who were labouring there 
« ſome Years before the Rebellion, and a moſt extraordinary 
« Time of the Power of the Spirit following the Ordinances ; 


<« when others of Satan's Devices, to caſt a Let in the Way, 
nad proved abortive, this great Deſtroyer was at laſt let looſe 


« in a ſtrange Manner, to eſſay a Counterfeir of the Work of the 
Lord there. This firſt began about Lochlearn upon ſeveral g 
, fe 
« a Breathing and Panting, with ſtrange Pangs eee 5 
yea, thus they were affected, whatever Purpoſe Was preached, 
even by ſuch Miniſters who were known Enemies to the 


„Truth; the Number of which ſtill increaſed through ſevera! 


« Pariſhes for a Tinte. At firſt both Miniſters and Chriſtians 


were put to a ſtand; but afrerward, upon further Diſcovery of 


« the Tendency of their Way, and finding no ſolid convincing 
* Work, which had therewith any Senſe of their Sin, or Panting 
c“ after a Saviour, did quickly perceive this to be one of the 
« Depths of Satan, and his Deſign to flander and diſgrace the 
« Work of the Lord.----- Yea, it was evident, how ſuch did con- 
“ tinue afterwards rude, profane and ignorant. Thro' this En- 
* gine did the Devil thus drive to beget Prejudices amongſt thoſe, 
«* who did look on at a Diſtance, againit the Power and Life of 
«© Religion.“ | - 

Thoſe who think, with Mr. Fer, that the People in the Weſt, 
affected with bodily Diſtreis, were under a Poſſeſſion of Satan, 
ought, I apprehend, fairly to conclude from the above Quora- 
tion. that when the Goſpel was flouriſhing in the Church of 
Scotland. and a moſt extraordinary Outpouring of the Spirit 
attending Ordinances, working by theſe Means a ſaving Change 
upon the Souls of many, accounted for by the happy Perſons ac- 
cording to the Law and the Teſtimony, and this Change eviden- 
ced in the whole of their Walk and Practice, the only Rules by 
which we can judge the State of anothcr,--- and about whom 


nothing has appearcd but what is common in other Caſes when 


People have been awakned to a ſerious Concern about Religion; - 


That, in this great Spring-tide of the Goſpel, Satan was let looſe 


in a ſtrange Manner to eſſay a Counterfeit of the Work of the 
Lord, and was permitted to affect ſeveral Perſons 'with Trem- 
blings and Faintings; and thro' this Engine did the Devil dnve to 
beget Prejudices amongſt thoſe, who did but look on at a Diſtance, 


I ap- 


Symptoms ? but have learned too much of my own Ig- 
yorance, to fancy I can fathom hh Depths of a God. 


How- 


I appeal to every unprejudiſed Mind, if this is not the fair im- 
artial Concluſion they ought to make; and not to infer, that 
xecauſe ſeveral Perſons were under ſatanical Influence (ſuppoſing 

this true] and bodily Seizures, therefore the whole Work, even 

ich teſpect to others not ſo ſeized or poſſeſſed, muſt be Delu- 

„ the Author of the above Remark argued in this Man- 

ner, he would have concluded this Outpouring of the Spirit in 

Feland to be nothing elſe than infernal Agency. But paſſing this, 

i the Reader ſhall compare the Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, 

the Kiljytb Narrative, or the 3d,----7. Pages of this Letter, with 

Thc above Paſſage, he will find the greateſt Difference betwixt 

the People about Lochlearn and the Subjects of the preſent Work. 

Tis owned that theſe People had no ſolid convincing Work, 

. had therewith am Senſe of their Sin; In the preſent 

aſe they have a moſt ſolid conyincing Work, attended with a 
deep Senſe of Sin original and actual, and that as diſhonouring to 


God and the Redeemer, as well as ruining to themſelves..--- Thoſe 


did not pant aftet a Saviour; Theſe we ſpeak of breathe after Him 
under every Character, and in every Relation, Thoſe in Irelan 
continued ignorant; Theſe in the Weſt have learned much o 
God, and of Jcſus Chriſt, whom to know is Life eternal; ſo that 


Mr. Fer ſeems to think them inſpired, &. tho', according to 


Eim, by the Devil, © Tis obvious (ſays he, Pei to the Obſer- 
« vation of all, that the People among, vs, who undergo thoſe bo- 
« dily Seizutes, preſently turn eloquent, and can talk fluently 
upon ſome Scriptures, tho" groſly ignorant before of the very 
« firſt Principles of Religion; and, if this is not Infpiration, I 
„ know. pot What it is.” Laſtly, Not to make any further Re- 
marks, Thoſe in Ireland continued rude and profane; Theſe in 
the Weſt arc civilized, their Walk and Converſation holy, and 
ſuch. as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. So that, on the whole, 
the parallel Caſe, which Mr. Fiber brings from Lochlearn, is as 
diſſimilar and oppoſite to the OG as Darkneſs is to Light, Ig- 
norance to Knowledge, and Vice to Religion. It indeed from 
thence follows, and nothing more, That Perſons may fall a Breath- 
ing and Panting as theſe who bad run long with ſtrange Panes like 
Centuljons, and yet not be ſavingly convinced or converted, 
Who denies this? Is it not acknowledged in ſo many Words, 
P; 31. of this Letter? But does it not likewiſe follow from the o- 
ther Peilage cited out of the Fulfillin of the Scriptures, p. 38. 
of this Letter, that Perſons may throweh Terror fall over in bear- 
ing of the Word, and be carried out of the Church, and their Con- 
v. s notwithſtanding haye a ſaving Iſſue ? which is ſufficient 
in ſupport of the preſent Argument. And both Paſſages, taken 
together, Thew to Pemogſtration, as we have obſerved, LEE 
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However, without pretend ing to {earch out the Age 
to us, which infinite Wiſdom might have in View, and 
a Thoufand mo may ly hid in the unfathomable | 1 
of Divine Councils. It is well known what Numbers in 
our Day reckon he plain Preaching of a. crucified Feſus 
were Fooliſhneſs ; and how much a REACH ER is 
eſteemed, among theſe who claim the Privilege of tha 
beſt Judges, in Proportin as he deipiſes the peculiay 
DBottrines of the Goſpel, and ſubſtitutes vain Philo 
phy in place of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. And he is in- 
deed a Stranger to the faſpionalie World, ---- who does 
not know, that the Doctrine of the Sperit's Influences has 
been long the Subject of Ridiculey——and his Divine 

rations, in their Account, the warm Ravbries of an 
oerhcated Imagination. Many namina Chriſt ans ſeem 
ſcarce to have heard that there is a Holy Ghoſt ; and 
Mankind in general were fallen into ſore \deep Sleep, and 
fatal Security, with reſpect to another World and the 
Concerns of their immortal Souls. What then if God 
(willing to rouze a ſecure Generation --- to bear Teſti. 
mony.to the Nord of his Grace, and to convince Lie. 
Hievers, that the Refidue of the Spirit is with him} 
hath choſen to appear in /0 remarkable a Manner, to 
awake our Attention, and that all might ſee the Power 
of his viciorious Grace, and hear of his mizhity Ade? 
The Miracles wrought by our Saviour, ſerv'd not 
only ta prove his Divine Million, being __ of Wiſs 
dom, Power and Goodies ; but to ſpread his Fame - 
broad, that the weft diſt ant Nations might enquire after 
him, and ſearch into the Nature of that Kingdom he was 
ta fet up in the World. ---- Had he not come with ſuch 
mighty Signs and Wonders, not Half ſo many had heard 
of him, nor fo readily believed on him.--- And in the 


preſent Caſe, had double the Nunber in the Pariſh of 
| 5 CA Ms 


* That there is no Reaſoning from Eſſects upon the Body, as to 
the Nature of the Work upon the Mind, either one Way or the. 


* other,” 


fectiors; we wiſh to ſhare in tho 


( 46 
CAMBUSLANG been bro ) home to Chriſt in a 


more imperceptable Way, theſe 'TROPHIES of the 


Redeemer's Victory over Sin and Satan would in a 
: Meaſure lain hid from the Eyes of others: Where- 
as, thro* Report of Things happening out of the uſual 
Courſe, MANY. flock from 4 Corners; they come, they 
ifee, they hear, they feel, they rejoice.--- And Hundreds, 
now. in Chrift, cannot be ſuppoſed to have gone there, 
had not their Curioſity been excited by zheſe extraordi- 
nary Circumſtances; and conſequently night have ſtill 
Seen'wwithout God, and without Hope in a World v. 
© Befides, the viſible Diſtreſs of thoſe under Soul- agony, 
affords a lively Inſtance . how dreadful the Diſpleaſure of 
God! how dangerous, how evil Sin! and ſerve in place 
of many Arguments to make {yur rounding SpetFators flee 
from the Wrath that is to come.--- It allo gives Miniſters 
a glorious Opportunity of exhorting their Hearers to /ave 
themſelves from an untoward Generation. And, on 
the other Hand, Souls o'erpower'd with the Kindneſs of 
a Saviour, falling (with 7%) at their Redeemer's Feet, 
are a very bright * of his wonderful Love, and a- 
marzing Goodneſs,---- The amiable ew attracts our At- 
e unſpeakable Joys, 
and long for the happy 'Time when Fyail Nature, having 
put on Immortality, ſhall be able to ſee God and live, 
{pending an Eternity amidſt his Praiſes, and under the 
more #mmediate. Shine of boundleſs Compaſſion, with- 
out Wearineſs or Fainting ; the Spirit being then willing, 
and the Fleſh not weak. | 78 0 
Once more; At an extraordinary Seaſon, zo uſe the 
| « Words 


v Ina Letter from a Gentleman in Boſton to the Reverend Mr. 
George Wiſpart, publithed by him, the Author of that Leiter, tho? 
pretending that the late Work in New-England is in general en- 
thuſiaſtick, yet, thro” the Force of Truth, he is obliged to ſay, 
p. 21. That he is of Opinion alſo, that the Appcarances,among 
d us (ſo much out of the ordinary Way, and ſo unaccountable to 
ec Perſons not acquainted with the Hiſtory of the World) have 
46 been the Mcans of ,awakning the Attention of many and 4 
good Number, I hope, have ſettled into a truly Chriſtian Tem- 
I ” 

— Per. 
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« Fords of another a, wherein God is pleaſed to carry 
4 on a Work of his Grace in a more obſervable and glo- 
e rjous Manner, in a Way which he would have taken 
« Notice of by the World; it ſeems reaſonable to ſu 
e poſe there may be ſome particular Appearances in the 
« Work of Converfion, which are not common at other 
« Times, when yet there are true Converſions wrought ; 
« or ſome Circumſtances, attending the Work, may be 
carried to an unuſual Degree and Height. If it were 
* not thus, the Work of the Lord would not be ſo much 
regarded and ſpoken of, and ſo God would not have 
* { much of the Glory, nor would the Work itſelf be 
e like to ſpread ſo faſt : For God has evidently made 
„ Uſe of Example and Diſcoumſ in the carrying it on.“ 

Thus there appear, even to us, uany good Reaſons why 
infinite Wiſdom might chooſe that this Work ſhould in 
ſome of its Subjects be attended with unuſual Symptoms: 
And you fee, that, in Fuad, theſe Appearances have an- 
fwered ſeveral valuable Purpoſes ; --- particularly; have 
ſerved to awake the Attention of Mankind, fixing the 
Thoughts of Thouſands upon Death, Fudgment and E- 
ternity, theſe awful Iſſues of Time; and have been the 
the happy Means of bringing many to the ſaving Knows 
ledge of the Truth as it is in Feſus.--- But, after all, we 
don't pretend poſitively to ſay why God has done thus ; --- * 
nor think it at all neceflary in Support of our Argument, 
that we ſhould be able to aſ/izn the Reaſons of Divine 
ConduR.---- T his Knowledge ts too wonderful for 1s; 
is high, Wwe cannot attain it. Is hut a very final 
Part of God's Way ww? can kncw.--- How little a Portion 
is heard of him!---- And his Paths are many Times in 
the deep Waters, not to be fathomed by our Ballo Fa- 
culties,--- far beyond the Reach of human Ken. 

By this Time, Dear Sir, I am willing to hope you 


have received ſame Satisfaction as to the Matter be- 
fore us, having, according to your Deſire, firſt, repre- 


ſented 


Mr. Cooper's Preface to Edwards' Sermon on. the FEE 


Marks of the Spirit, &c. 


48 ) | 
oval this Alia p ns \ abt Appearance, yo vial -du+ 
Song Time of win Warp, ich a8 10 View. 
e of + Die proſtrate at the Feet of, 
„hearing the Word wes” "Gladucls, and anxiouſly, 
ing the Way to Heaven ; many. 2 forth ww2epr 
ing. —— Nearing "ira Sed; ers returning a. 
ain rejoic their Leaves ⁊uirh then : For 
N Fruth 8 5 an 2 oe peal is made to thoſe who at- 
tend their publick Miniſtrations. I have, next, conſi- 
dered * Ee by the SabjeFs of this Works 
as to their mward Aitainments, * ang" Springs whence 
their — of Sorrow or Foy How rs . as 
uxal, you may ju y. * what is ſaid, 
24. 45 — the os by nparing to the Fact, 
will allow that I am ONE, Wimels, and. indec4 
2 of the many more competent Ju adges already re: 
ferred. to, Men of known Feracity, . who publiſh Theſe 
Accounts from the Mouth of the erlons themſclves. L 
have likewiſe mentioned forme of the almoſt innumerable 
bleſſed Effects flow ing from thote Operations upon their 
Minds, which —— enough evidence themielves the 
227 Fruits of the Spirit, and ſtand confirmed by the 
We of their reſpective Miniſters, aud thoſe 
. have beſt Accck to the neareſt View of their whole 
Conduct. I may add, T has they are become Enſamples 
to all them that elles; ; for fromthem fourds out the War] 
of the Lord, nas only in CAMBUSLANG and KIL. 
SI TH, bu alſo in every Place their Faith towards God 
is ſpread abroad, ſo that aue need me {ay y any Thing. 
Now their Light ſhines ſo before that others ſeeing 
their good Wa ks, glorify their Father aobo-is in Heaven, 
The Troeral O ObjeArons, brought againſt this Work, have 
alſo been conſidered, 1 in my e their 
Mex diſcovered 7 


5 r Thbre is bas cores dilate jon which FOOD omitted * 
2 founded on a miſtakes 2 — of our Lone > Words, 
Xvii. 20, e Kin oa cometh not <yith O ervation 

«as if our Saviour Conioarthag 8 ch that tue Coming * the © Kingdom 
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Upon the whale then, there ſeems here a complem 

Proof, fo far as the Nature of the Thing will admit, 
1 N A £14 £ 


of God, in the Converſion of Men, was to be filently ſet up; 
without Noiſe, and unobſerved; contrary to Fact, and to the; 
very Nature of the Thing. Mr: Fiſber, quitting this Pretence, 
is pleaſed to ſay, p. 36. Who ever denied that the Work is ob- 
„ ſeryable? for ſo is every remarkable Thing in the World, whe- 
* ther it be Good or Evil.” Bur the Objection is, That both 


“ the Promoters of this Work, and they who are enſnared there- 


«© jn, make ſo much Noiſe about their Converfion, and the Num- 
« ber of their Converts, that it is inconſiſtent with that Modeſt 

«© and Humility which is the inſeparable Concomitant of a Wor 

«of God.” Scarce any Thing can be further from Truth, than to 
charge the Subjects of this Work with making Noiſe about their 
Converſion: Perhaps not any Age of the Church has produced 
more mode ſt, humble, ſelf-denied Chriſtians. And I am apprehen- 
ſive, from the Strain of Mr. Fiſter's Reaſoning elſewhere, that he 
thinks them chiefly to blame, in not making more Noiſe, by 


throwing off their own Miniſters, their ſpiricual Fathers, and 


joining the Aſſociate Presbytery in all their publick Appearances. 
But then, The flattering and rome 53 Words of Vanity, 
« here with Meſſieurs Whitefield, Webſter and others ſet off this 
% Work, are truly Frating to the Ears of any humble and ſelf 
tc denied Chriſtian.” Grating I believe indeed to Mr. Fer 

Muſt therefore the Subjects of this Work be under Deluſion and 
ſatanical Influence? I don't remember to have given anywhere a 
ſtronger Repreſentation of the Caſe than in the preceeding Page 
at this ; and yet theſe ſwelling Words of Vanity are no other 
than the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, when ſpeaking of the con- 
verted Theſſalonians, 1 Theſſ. 1, 7, 8. Again, © The vain-glorious 
* Roaſting of the Promoters of this Work, and their high Enco- 
tt miums of themſelves, in their Journal, Hiſtories and Pamphlets, 
« wherewith the World is dunn'd,” offends Mr. Fiſher, *©* as con- 
« trary to the Character of the Kingdom of God, which comerty 
6 not with Obſervation,” Alas! has Mr. Fifer forgot the high 
Encomiums the Aſſeciate Presbytery are pleaſed to give of them- 
ſelves in all their Acts and Teſtimonies, as the witneſſing Rem- 
nant, and the Reformers of the Age, Ec. &c. Encomiums ex- 
cluſive of others ? Great Allowances, I apprehend, muſt be made 
in this Reſpe#, or the Kingdom of God cannot come amongſt 
them. It would look like Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, to vindicate 
this Letter from Self-commendation, Tis thought the Reader 
will find nothing here aſcribed to Mr. Webſter, as to his being any 


how uſeful in carrying on this good Work; he has Choſen to draw 


a Vail over what perhaps might have been ſaid if acting the 
Part of a vain- glorious Boaſter, and deſires to glory in nothing 
fave in the Croſs of Chriſt. Once more; Mr. Fiſher obſerves, 
p. 7. That the Apoſtle Peter wad moſt ſycceſsful of any — 
tea 
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that Divine Fiſluente is the true Spring of this ſurpri 
Piſpenſation.----A Proof not to be ſhaken by the Laug 
of an INFIDEL, ro whom all Religion is a Feſt, Heaven 
es | . e b 


& read of at one Time: But does he ſend Letters to all the 
© Countrics round about, to acquaint them that ſuch a Day he 
t had been inſtrumental in converting Three thouſand? [per- 
&® baps he did.) The Lord was pleaſed to ſend down a plenti- 
4 ful Rain of Divine Influences during the Time of Mr. Liuing- 
& ſton's Sermon at the Kirk of Shots ; but duth he proclaim 
through all the World, that ſo many Hundzeds were .conver- 
<« ted at that Time by his Means? Nay, he draws a modeſt Vail 
« yer it in the Hiſtory of his Life. [He ſpeaks of it in his Life once 
% and again.] Theſe who did not preach themſelves, but Chriſt 


« Jeſus the Lord, were not acquainted with this vain-glorious . 
« Way of Dunning the World with the Number os their Con-“ 


« yerts.” Is it Mr. Fiſcer that talks in this ſneeting Way of Con- 
verſion? Some obſerve, that Zo/eph, by living in the Rouſe of 
haraob, learned to ſwear by the Life of Pharaoh; and tis Mat- 
er of deep Regrete, that Mr. Fiſher ſhould enter ſo much into 
the Spirit and Way of thoſe Mockers who join with him in his 
2 Oppoſition to this bleſſed Work. The joyful Tidings of 
elicving, repenting Sinners, returning to the God of Salvation, 
muſt paſs under the opprobrious Name of Dunning the World <vith 
s Number of Converts : What remains for the profane Wits of the 
Age to ſay ? Does not the Evangeliſt Luke proclaim to the World 
the Number of Peter's Converts ? Has not the Holy Ghoſt handed 
this down to us, even in theſe diſtant Ages? Haye .nat ſeveral 
Writers, and Mr, Fiſber juſt now himſelf, recorded-the plentiful 
Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at the Kirk of Shots? Why then 
might not Mr. Webſter, for the Divine Honour, for the Encourage- 
ment of a loſt World to believe in Jeſus, and ih Confirmation of 
Chriſtianity, declare what God had done for many Souls-in the 
Weſt, under the Miniſtry of Meſſieurs M*Culloch and Robe? We 
know that Paul ſent Epiſtles to the Countries round, in which he 
narrates the happy Succeſs even of his own Miniſtrations, 1 Cor, xvi. 
I Theſſ Chap. iſt and 29, and finds it neceſſary tovindicatehis Cha- 
racter from the Attacks of falſe Apoitles, by humbly acknowledging 
his ſuperior Excellencies, higher Attainments, more indefatigable 
Labours, and their bleſſed Effects, 2 Cor, Chapters xi, xii. through · 
out. There is one Thing I would willingly learn of Mr. Fier; 
Have he and his Brethren a Right to public to the World, that 


the Work of God in the Weſt is all Deluſion, and the Effect of 
infernal Agency? May they keep Days of Faſting on this Account, 
and iflue out and ſend their printed Edits through all the Coun- 
try around? And muſt they, who know and believe that it is a 
Work of God, fold their Hands, and not venture to ſpeak or write 
. in iy Defence? Is it in the Cauſe of God alone, that Men muſt 

be , — a 


ent and aſhamed to appear ? 


N 


8 


a 


A 
2 
. 
A 
1 
— 


* 


r 


. 


—— > w +: -44 


"5 X" AEEALFPFRg ww ia 


8 51 

4 Furs Paratiſe, and Hell a mere Fiighent'; --- Hor by 
the Reproaches of a blind and ignormt WORD, 
merely natural Men, 2 can't reliſh ſuch pure Joys, or 
umderſtand the Wonders of God's Gra, they bein Ly i- 
ruatty diſcern d; — nor by the haſty Verdict of ſuch as 
pay only a paſſing Viſit to Cambuſlang, to find Matter 
of Cavilling ; ---- nor by the Miſrepreſentation of any 
SECT 1 ver, — the * of Prejudice, and a 
ble Binſs on account of their preſent Circumſtances. 
5 this whole Argument, Ret tort the Teach of 
CHRISTIANTTY, and take it for granted that Men 
believe their Bibles: And therefore, upon this Suppoſi- 
tion, it ſeems neceſſary, that whoever wou'd diſprove 


this Work, muſt ſhew that the Account which the Hub- 


es thereof give of the inward Working of their Mind, 
and it Ehe upon their Lives, is not arcording to the Law 
and the Teſtimoiy, nor agreeable to the Mortings and 
Heads of the Spirit of God therein repreſented ;---- Or 
that this Work is attended with certain Symptoms and 
Circumſtances, which make it impoſſible that it can come 


from — Or that the Evidence, upon which the. 


Truth of the Facts d „is not ſuch as the Nature 
the Thing requires. --- It they are not able to prove ON 
or R of theſe Things, hard Words, ſcurrilous 
Language, and virulent InuveFives, will go but little Way 
with an impartial Enquirer, --- and may tempt one to 
think theſe are uſed becauſe Argument is wanting.--- For 
my Part, I ſhall find no Zei/ure, and have much leſs 
Tuclination, to anſwer Libeis of this Nature; - And 
ſhall judge the Work of Cambuſtang, &c. ſufficiently 
yindicated from the Charge of leon Satanical In. 
fluence, and other unrighteous Cenſures; while it re- 
mains true, that many are changed into the Divine Na- 
ture, evidenced by their walking in Newneſs of Life, --- 
having a Conſcience (ſo far as we can judge) void of Offence 
towards God and towards Man. Upon theſe and the 
like Facis our Argument is built, and is not to be ſhaken 
'nll hey are overturn'd, | 
Nas G 2 | Lam 
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ſtances. 


T1 9 
Jam now. come, Dear Sir, to your other Requeſt. 
You ask, What Improvement we of this Age ſhould make 
of this extraordinary Appearance of God in his Sandtu- 
ary ? --- Your Quekgzon, I apprehend, requires a different 
Anſwer, according to our different Opinions and Circum- 


It may teach the ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY 
not to limit the Holy One of Iſrael in the Diſpen- 


ſations of his Grace, ſince God has yet made Choice of 


our Zion, and delights to dwell within the Gates of our 
Feruſalem ; ----It ſhould make them znore cautious in 
« pans. from thoſe whom the great Maſter of Am- 
Blies condeſcends to countenance /o remarkably with his 


Prefence ;--- And ſhould bring them to reflect how far 


their firſt Seceſſion 18 warranted from the Word of God, --- 

and for what Reaſon they 4 ſtill farther to a total 

Separation, even before the Aſſembly 1740. ; 
t 


. f « This, and what is ſaid, p. 12. of this Letter, is Plain-dealing 
% (ſays Mr. Fiſher, p. 48.) here now is a Diſcovery of the whole 
* Secret. This Work mutt be cried up as an undeniable Evidence 
* of God's dwelling within the Gates of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
© and countenancing them remarkably with his Preſence ; and 
„this, as the /af# Shift, muſt be improved to the beſt Advantage 
« to bear down the Seceſſion. But as the Lord in his great Mer- 
cy hath by this Time made ir evident to the whole Kingdom, 
« that theſe Prophets (meaning the Promoters of, this Work) have 


4 ſeen a lying Divination, ſo I need ſay the leſs upon it.” In- 


deed, was this Fact, he need not ſay any Thing at all; However, 
* is poſſible he may find, even after all his Endeavours, +-- that 
the greater Part of the Kingdom are of very different Sentiments: 
And, if he had no ſuch Apprehenſions, why ſo much Pains, ---- ſo 
much Labour and Time loſt, in blackning a Work which the 
whole Kingdom already ſee and know to be a Deluſion ? --- The 
Reader will, I ſuppoſe, be ſenſible that Mr. Fer has given a very 
ungrateful Return to a friendly Advice; and that in the above 
Paragraph cited from his Review,and elſewhere, particularly p. 35, 
& 47. he thinks fit to uſe Freedoms to which no Man is entitled. 
Was any of the eſtabliſhed Church ſo void of Charity and good 
Manners, as to repay him in his own Coin, --- by telling the World, 
That Mr. Fer and his Brethren did not oppoſe this Work be- 
*« cauſe convinced that it was a Deluſion; — but that all their 
% Warnings, Preachings, Reviews, Faſtings, &, proceeded from 
& an Apprehenſion that the Sccgllion was in Danger, and 2 — 
* A 
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It ſhould convince Unbelievers that there is a HOLY, 
GHOST, and make them at length admit the Divine 
Original of Chriſtianity: ---- Every Soul, brought from 
a State of Nature to a State of Grace, may be reckon'd a 
new Miracle in Confirmation of the Goſpel. When na- 
tural Men, the ſpiritually Blind, are inlightned in the 
Knowledge of themſelves, and of a Saviour; when a. 
dead Sinner is raiſed into Newneſs of Life ; we have the 
ſame Signs of Porter, and a Proof of greater Goodneſs, 
than when Sn, Moon and Stars were lighted up in the 


firſt World, or when a dead Corpſe is called into Being. 


God, lays Paul , who commanded the Light to ſhine out 
of Darkneſs, hath qpined in our Hearts, to give the Ligbi 
of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of: 
Feſus Chriſt ; --- And he repreſents the fame Power * 2 | 


* Character at Stake; ---- here now is a Diſcovery of the whole 
« Secret: A dying Seceſſion muſt be revived, and this Work 
4 cried down, leſt there ſhould be an undeniable Evidence of God's 
« dwelling within the Gates of the eſtabliſhed Church, and of his 
„ crowning her Miniſters Labours with remarkable Succeſa; 
and this, as the /aft Shift, muſt be improved to the beſt Ad- 
* vantage for ruining the Miniſtry of many faithful Servants 
« of Jeſus.---"Tis no Breach of Charity to ſay, that thoſe who 
©« reaſon af this Rate, are either under the Power of a blind In- 
« fatuation, or are groſly impoſing on the People, p. 47. And it 
« ſeems to be ſadly verified with reſpe& to the Oppoſers of this 
« Work, what the Lord ſays, Fer. vi. 13. From the Prophet even 
« wunto the Prieſt, every one dealeth falſiy, p. 35.” Did theſe who 
Judge favourably of this Work, thus anſwer Mr. Fiſter in his own 
Stile and Way; then might he juſtly charge them alſo, in his 
own Words, “with entring into his Heart, canvaſſing the ſecret 
« Springs of his Actions, and loading him with the baſeſt Ca- 
lumnics.”--- The Application is left to himſelf. One muſt think 
the Seceſſion very formidable, and the Promoters of this Work 
very wicked, before they can be ſuppoſed as only acting a Part 
to deceive the World, and lying upon the Holy Ghoſt, to break 
down the Seceſſion ; which, ſays Mr. Fier, is the grand Plot. 
A poor Plot indeed! If Mr. Fer will ſuffer me once more to 
deal plainly, I can aſſure him there appears to me no need of 
Art or Stratagem to break down a Seceſſion, which, if managed 
at this Rate in direct Oppoſition to the Work of God, will pro- 
bably fall of itſelf. 
t 2 Cor. iv. 6, 


ß,. 
taiſed Jeſus from the Dead, as working in them that be- 
Seeing one Soul thus inlig hne, thus quickned, ſets be- 
fore us a lively Inſtance of boundleſs Compaſſion and al- 
mighty Power ; How convincing the Argument, when 
t Numbers, as in the preſent Caſe, are born at once! 
we reflect but a little upon / preſent degenerate State 
of Mankind, and think how much Sinners are in them- 
ſelves corrupted and depraved, the Power. of the Hi gheſt 
will ſeem neceflary to inlighten their benighrted Minds, 
to eonquer r rebelizous Will, and quicken their life 
Suns. And if to this you add, that theſe evil and 2wic- 
hed Inclinations of Mens Spirits, whereby they are Ene- 
mies to God and all 'Righteouſneſs, are conrinually cheri- 
bed and fomented by ſurroynding Temptations to Sin, 
elpecially by another Spirit diſtinct from their own, that 
is, the Devil, the Spirit that now worketh in the Children 
n will be ſtill more evident, that 
ful Man muſt remain in a State of Corruption and 
Slavery, until the Spirit of the living God lift up 4 
Srandard againſt this evil Spirit, and diſpofſeſs him.----- 
He alone is able to ourwit the Policy of Hell, and over- 
come the Powers of the infernal Hoſt. | 
This Truth will yet farther appear, by obſerving, that, 
In FACT, nere REASON and. ARGUMENT? and 
all external Means whatever, which can be ſuppoſed to 
change the Heart, and work a thorow Reformation, have 
pi:%crto proved ineffectual, when deſtitute of the conrur- 
ring Influence of” the Holy Ghoſt : Witneſs the preſent Phe&- 
nomena of the moral World. | 
It will not be much diſputed, that there are but few 
comparatively ſpeaking, even in the Chriſtian aj. 
and in theſe very Parts that enjoy the cleareſt Light, 
every other Advantage, — very few, who deſerve the 
Character of Religious and Good, Sober and Fuſt, Honeſt 
and Upright, who are in Reality the Diſciples of the 
meek and holy Jeſus. If then nere Reaſon and Argument, 
0 * | or 


a Eph. i. 19, 20. & ii. I, 55 6. p as 


Cay . 
or any other Cauſe excluſive of the Spirit of God, 18 
ſufficient to convert Men; — what means this univ 
Depravation, while ſcarce any, are either willing or dare 
to be religious? If Heaven and Holl, endic Glory or 
everlaſting Torments, don't move the Mind; what Mori ve, 
what external Mean poſſibly can What below /upernatus 
ral Influence? — It is not ſufficient to fay, that Men do 
not believe, or do not attend to, theſe Things: — For 
if ſuch is, and ſuch alvays hath been, the 7hougÞHiefs ws 
believinz State of Mankind, that neither Miracles not 
Reaſoning, Proſperity nor Adverſity, cou'd make them 
reflect, and conquer their Unbelief ; this, in my Appre- 
kenſion, plainly {peaks out % Neceſſiry of the Spirer's 
, to awake Conſideration, and determine to bes 

eve. N ö | 
Suffer me to add, That there is nothing more common 
and rational, than Mens determining themſelves by pro- 
bable Evidence, in Oppoſition to Cerrainty. This is the 
Caſe in TRADE and COMMERCE; a rea Sort is 
Bid out, in Hope of a greater Return. Now, the Be- 
2 of God and Chriſt, Heaven and Hell, Hing as 
aft poſſible, and what almoſt every one will allow Highiy 
probable ; ---- and it being further plain, that a vary 
faint Expectation of endleſs Foy infinitely downweighs 
all finite Good,--- and that the remoteſt poſſible Hazard 
of eternal Miſery doth vaſtly more than o'erbalance the 
whole Affiiions of this tranſitory State; it follows, 
that (ſuppoſe there was nothing in Religion but Ya. 
bility, yea, that the Doctrine of a future State was only 
Poſſible) Mankind ſfhould be thence more influenced to 
aſpire towards this Poſſible World, than they are to act 
in the Natural and Civil Life, by the Uighel? Degree 
of probable Evidence. Whence, then, are 4a - 
ances to the _ ?..-- Whence is it, that the Zabou- 
rer cheerfully ſows his Seed into the Earth, when he can- 
not certainly ſay whether or not it ſhall proſper ? --- Why 

does the Seafaring Man commit his ALL to the 
of Wind and Waves, upon an uncertain Proſpect of in- 
oreaſing his Stock; while, as to the Religious — 


1 

almoſt all Men, rather than part with ſome mere imagi- 
nary preſent Plęaſure, not eſſential to the Happinels of 
an immortal Spirit, forego the Hope of Heaven ; --- ra- 
ther than = with a little ingloriuus worldly Eaſe, ran 
the Hazard of eternal Diſquiet and Trouble ? Whence 
this fooliſn Conduct? What Reaſon can be aſſigned for 
this Difference of Action in the Civil and Religious 
Life, but that ſuch is the Znmiry of the carnal Mind 
againſt God and Religion, ſuch the Incapacity of dead 
Sinners for living to & Purpoſes of Heaven and Eter- 
nity, that neither Hopes nor Fears, nor any other external 
Means, are ſufficient of themſelves to conquer this En- 
mity ; that nothing but the alniglry Spirit of God, can 
make them alive unto God. | 

A great deal more might be ſaid to ſhew that the 
ſinall, the exceeding ſimall Number of the Righteous in 
compariſon of the Wicked, of the Good in reſpect of the 
Bad, or the long-continued univerſal Corruption of Man- 
kind notwithſtanding all Means uſed to reclaim them, 
cannot be ſufficiently accounted for, upon any other Sup- 
poſition but that /upernatural Iifluence is wanting to ef- 
fectuate the mighty Work; and that FE W direct their 
Eyes towards G 

his Aſſiſtance. | 
And ſo we may again conclude, That every Soul, 
tranſlated from the Power of Satan into the Kingdom of. 
God, is a new Atteſtation to the Divinity of a deſpiſed. 
Goſpel ;--- And conſequently, that great Numbers (as 
in the preſent Cite) thus brought at once from Darkneſs 
to Light, demonſtrate the Power of an enthroned Re- 
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GHOST.---- If the FACT is diſputed, that a real 
Change is wrought upon the Mind and Pratice of many 
ſtout-hearted Sinners; — let ſuch Unbelievers diſprove 
the Evidence on which it is built, or enquire for them- 
ſelves. It is not a Thing done in a Corner, or upon a 
Time, and in a Place no Body knows where or hen : 
We atteſt what has but lately happened, we point out the 
ene of Action; and thus there is % Opportunity wan- 
| - ng 
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od, and depend in a right Manner upon 


deemer, and proclaim aloud that there is a HOLY 
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farſaken, nor Fudah of bis Gal; of the Zord of Hats, 


Tag ' FF) 
zo mpoſe.--—- But if, — the Pad, they will fill 
exclude the Holy Ghoſt, out of our World, it is 


they will tell us by what happy. ear, ſo many obſtinate 


Sinners, formerly unmoved with every Argument, have 
been 47 once captivated into the Obedience- of. Chriſt : --- 
Let them ſay how ſuch Hard and rocky Hearts have been 
diſſolved, inſolent Paſſions ſubdued, furious Luſts morti- 
fied, and the moſt di/orderly Spirits commanded into Calm 
and Quiet : Let them deſcribe whence corrupt Nature: 
is changed into the Divine Image, the inveterate Habits 
of dark vitious Minds are transformed into Light and 
Holineſs, and the Subjects of this Work generally quite 
other Men, other Creatures, than they have been; ſo that 
they move in a new Sphere, and their Conduct directly 
oppoſite to what it once was.---- If they will exclude the 
2 of * Lord, 5 — m—_ they ſhould conde- 
upon ſome ot guſe rtzonable to /h an 
o 3 
We wou'd have CHRISTIANS to improve this . 
mar kalle Deſcent of the Holy: Ghoſt, for ſtrengthning 
their Faith and Hope as to the Accompliſhment of 
all the other Promiſes of the Outpouring of the Spirit, 
*vhen the, Kingdoms of this Warld ſhall lie ame the King- 
doms of our God and of his Chriſt ; — And for 'encoura- 
ing their joint Supplications, that this whole Land, and 
all the Churches of Chriſt, may be watered with the 
fame bleſſed Dew of Heaven . | | 


We ought alſo to admire D5vine-Goodneſs, Sovereign' 
Grace, Long-ſuffering Patience. — Hath come thus 
into his Temple by a glorious Miniſtration of his 

Sprit ; and ſhall we not meer him with our Humble 
Praiſes, and grateful Acknowledgments *? —Tt may be 
ſaid of us, as of the Jews of old, Vrael hath. not been” 


D 


v Since the firſt Publication of this Letter, a Pamphlet has 
been publiſtted on the above Argument, intituled, The Signs of 
the Times; which well-deferves-the Reader's careful Peruſal. 
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Tſrael v. — Should not ſo much wndeſerved Kindneſs, this 

wonderful Love, melt us down into Tears of godly Sor=- 

row, and bring us to a free and ingenuous Acknowledg- 


( 58. ) | | 
tho" their Land was filled with Sin againſt the holy Gy 


ment of all our Sins, whether perſonal or of a wore pu- 


blick Nature? — And methinks tis an endearing Call to 


endeavour, | in our proper Spheres, the Reformation ot 
Church and Sate, beginning at our own Hearts and 


Houſes, that every Soul and Family, and every Place, 


wy: + be a fit Habitation for Jacob's mighty God X. 
It 


ſhould teach MINISTERS not to deſpond, tho? 


their Labours have not hitherto been ſo remarkably ſuc- 


— 


ceſiful ; And ſhould powerfully recommend to them, in- 
ſtead of Iabourd Sentences, and harmonious Periods, the 


Plain Preaching of art of crucified, the bleſſed Mean in 


the Hand of the Spirit whence this Work had its fiyſt Riſe, 
and by which it has Hitherto been ſo happily carried on. 
It ſhould make all Ranks deſirous to feel the Divine 


Influence, and ſhare of the heavenly Bleſſing.— If this 
precious Seaſon of Grace, this Pappy Conjunfture of Cir- 
cumſtances, is not improved, they Um 
again. Now God is ſtriving by his Word, by his Pro- 
vidence, and by his Spirit ; Þ 


may never all meet 


ut, if we continue to reject 
the heavenly Call, his Spirit will not always ſtrive with 


us 5 


w Fer. Ii. 5. 


* Since I have here in ſuch plain Words, and that other 
Writers (ſee Mr. Miliſon's Preface to Edwards Sermon) in- 


ſiſt alſo on the Neceſſity of publick as well as private Refor- 
mation, as the proper Improvement of this ſurpriſing Diſ- 


penſation of the Grace of God; One would think that Mr. 


Fiſher muſt have Abundance of Aſſurance, and depends not a 
little on the Credulity of his Readers, when venturing to ſay, 
p. 26. Can any of the Promoters of this Work alled ge for them 
«* ſelves, that they are making the leaſt Ray tow anda publick Re- 


« formation, as it has been owned and ptofeſſed by theſe. Lands ? 


« Reformation, and to raze all Concern thereanent our of the 
Minds of the People.” How he has made this appear with re- 
ſpe to. Mr. Webſter, has been ſhewn, marginal Note, p. 26, 27. 
of this Letter; and I am informed it will very ſoon be made evi- 


dent to the World, that his Charge againſt others has no better 


Foundation, 


 « Nay, as ſhall afterwards be made appear, they are doing what 
« they can to obliterate the Memory of Scotland's Covenanted 
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us; therè muſt be an Ea Patience and Forbearance : 
The Mercy-ſeat may ſoon remove, a flaming Tribunal 
appear, and the Seprre of Peace change into the Sword 
of uſtice. In theſe awful Moments, they who have 
deſpiſed this Mercy.of the Lamb, ſhall periſh by the 
Wrath of the Lion of the Tribe of ZFudah. Preſent O 
portunities, of attaining everlaſting Life, being ry 
ever loſt, over and gone, can only ſerve to heighten their 
Miſery, and render Hell more intolerable. 
1 ſhall conclude with obſerving, That the warm Op- 
Poſitron made to this Divine Work by ſeveral GOOD 
MEN thro Miſinformation or iſtaken Zeal, and the 
/ippry Precipice on which they now ſtand, may teach us, 
that it is indeed a dangerous Thingito cenſure without 
proper Enquiry. It may ſerve likewiſe as a ſolemn War- 
ning againſt a Party-/pirit, which ſo far blinds the Eye J. 
It gives alſo a noble Opportunity for the Exerciſe of 
Chriſtian Sympathy and Charity toward theſe our erring 
Brethren, and ſhould make us long for a Remove to 
Mount Moriah, the Land of Viſion above, where all the 
true Lovers of Feſus ſhall indeed dwell together in perfect 
Unity; — Where are no Mianglings, no Strivings about 
Matters of Faith; — Where, the whole Scene of preſent 
Worſhip being removed, ve ſpall fee no more darkly as 
through a Glaſs, but Face to Face; — Where perſecs Light 
will lay a Foundation for perfect Harmony and Love. 
It is with peculiar Pleaſure that I often think of this 
happy Meeting of ALL the ſcattered Flock of Chriſt, in 
the immediate Preſence of their dear Redeemer, the chief 
Shepherd and ae of their Souis;---- And have not 
the Jeaſt Doubt but that my good Friend, Ebenezer, _ 
| H 2 then 


Y Mr. Fiſher's Review confirms me more and more of what is 
here obſerved; and ſeems a melancholly Proof of what he ſays 
himſelf, p. 3. It is well known from ſad Experience, that, 
* when once à People are in the righteous Judgment of God gi- 
ven up to ſtrong Deluſion to believe a Lie, reatoning with them 
« is entirely needleſs; they will be Proof againſt the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments from Scripture or Reaſon, till ſuch Time as the 
* — of Salvation overcome the itrong Man within them, 
* and ſpoil him of his Armour wherein he truſted.” | 


: (/ 60: )) 
then enter into the everlaſting Manſions with 'many 
lorified Saints, whom the + ASSOCIATE -PRESBY- 
TERY have now given over ag the Property of * *. 


2 The Reader will now judge if through this whole Letter the 
Aſſociate Presbytery, particulatly the original Seceders of whom 
Mr. Fer is one, have the leaſt Reaſon to complain of indecent 
Treatment; or if from the above Paragraph, or anywhere elle, 
Mr. Fiſher had Ground fo ſay, as he does, p. 67. that *it appears 
« that the Aſſociate Presbytery is Mr. Webſter's greateſt Eye: ſore; 
ec he brings them in upon every Turn: And, becauſe Argument 
« fails, he enters their Heart, and canvaſſes the ſecret Springs of 
te their Actions. He loads them with the baſeſt Calumnies,. 
© nothing leſs than the giving up of ALL that differ from them 


« as the Property of Satan.“ Good Mr. Fer] theſe Words ſeem - 


to ſpeak out a Mind not a little ſowred ſome how or other.---If 
it can any way caſe the Diſorder, he may believe that the Aflos. 
our 2 and their Adherents are by no means the . 
xt Mr. Webſter's Envy, but of his Pity and Compaſſion. Many of 
them he loves asBrethren in Chriſt, and wiſhes well to all of them. 
Sceing the Miniſters of the Seceſſion have publithed in their 
Act for aFaft, and ſeveral other Papers, that the Subjects of this 
Work are under the Pogver of Deluſuon, ſatanical Influence, infer- 
nal Agency, --and, p. 38. of the Review, ſeized as the Camiſſars, 
with a diabolick Spirit ; it can be no Calumny to ſay, as above, 
that the Aſſociate Presbytery have now, or for the preſent, given, 
over MANY as the Property of Satan. Nor is this Expreſſion 
fironger than what the Apoſtle Paul uſes, when only excommu- 
nicating Perſons, 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. Some---- concerning the Paith have 
made * --- of auham is Hymeneus and Alexander; whom 
I bade delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaſpheme, 
See alſo 1 Cor. v. 5.---But the baſe Calumny, wherewith Mr. Feb- 
Ker loads the Aſſociate Presbytery © is (ſays Mr, Fiber) the 
+ giving up of A LL that differ from them as the Property of 
« Fatan. If Mr. Webfer has faid ſo, let him underly what Pu- 
niſhment the Aſſociate Presbytery ſhall pleaſe to inflict; but, 
if Mr. Fiſter has ventured upon ſuch an Aſſertion without the 
leaſt Foundation, 'cis left with himſelf to judge what Part he bas 
acted, and u hat Anſwer he would probably receive from a Man 
of his own Temper, and a Writer in his own Stile. 
His farther Remark, p. 68. upon the above Paragraph,. of my 
« ſecing only ONE of the Aſſociate Presbytery in Heaven, who, 
in the Judgment of Charity, was in the Way to it before Mr. 
« Webſter had a Being in the World,” - is almoſt too ludicrous 
to require a Reply. To ſuppoſe that a Man whom, he tells vs, 
is for bownaleſs Toleration and Liberty of Conſcience, would ſhut the. 
Gates of Heaven upon a very numerous Sect, one excepted, requires, 
a Clear Proof. I cauld not have thought Mr. Fiſper 7 5 
With the common Forms of Speech, or ſo forgetful of my - 


avours, 


= 
May they ſoon ſee their Miſtake, and may we yet alto- 


m, with all due Reſpect, 


a 
F Dear Sir, 
Dur obedient, humble Servant, 
Elinb. Auguſt 30. 


1742. ALEx. WEBSTER. 


P. S. When I had the pen in my Hand, to vindicate the 


Poſtſcript of the former Faition, where I ſuppoſed the Reve- 


rend Mr. Gibb's Warning and Appendix contained the beſt 


Anſwer to itſelf of any Thing then publiſhed, the following 
Letter was providentially brought me, which, I readily own, 
is ſtill a fuller Confutation of Mr. Gibb's leading Principle, 
That a Man cannot be a Miniſter of Chriſt, who has only 
Epiſcopal Ordination. And, what is of much greater Con- 
ſequence in the 27 Argument, it will be found à compleat 
Anſwer to Mr. Fiſher's Review, and à judicious Deſence of the 
Work at Cambuſlang. 1f the Sentiments of a very noted 
Member of the Aſſociate Presbytery be of any Weight with 
Meſſieurs Fiſher and Gibb, it is hoped that they will be at 
length convinced. The Reverend Mr. Ralph Erskine's Sermon, 
intituled, The true Chtiſt no new Chriſt, preached Auguſt g. 
1742. the Af of the Aſſociate Presbytery, c. were lying be- 
fore me. What a Chain of ſurpriſing Thoughts filled my Mind, 
I cannot poſſibly expreſs; but would willingly entertain the 
agreeable Proſpect, that the Publication of this Letter may be a 
happy Mean of bringing the Author and all other good Men to 
think favourably of the preſent Divine Work, leaving the 2 
poſition to be managed by the Enemies of God and of all Righ- 
reouſneſs. WE | Copy 


able Opinion of the Aſſociate Presbytery, expreſſed at no greater 
Diſtance than the precceding Page and many other Places of this 
Letter, as to imagine that I deſigned to ſay, My good Friend Ebe- 
nezer, excluſive of all his Brethren, would enter the everlaſting 
Mantions: -- - But, ſeeing the Author of the Review is under this 
Appcehenſion, I once intended to have named others of whom 
it cannot be ſaid, „that they æuere in the Way to Heaven before 
Ar. Webſter had a Being in the World.” --- However, being al- 
ready ſuſpected of too extenſive Charity, I forbear ; --- and have 
done with the Reverend Mr. Fiſber's Remarks upon this Letter, 


which 1 believe will appear, as obſerved in the Preface, to 


have ſcarce any Connection with the main Argument, and might 
have been v'erlooked tout much Diſadvantage to the Cauſe. 


1 be happily unite in the Bonds of Peace and Truth / 


- 
- 


f * 6 ) 
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Copy of a LIT TEIA from the Reverend Mr. Ralph 
Erskine Miniſter of the Goſpel at Duntermime, 
to the Reverend Mr. John Weſley a Miniſter 

f the Church of England. 


- 1 Deſire to- bleſs my Lord, for the good and great News 
* | your Letter bears, about the Lord's turning many 
Souls from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
* Satan unto God, and that ſuch a great and effectual Door 
is opened among you as the many Adverſaries cannot 
„ ſhut, O may he that hath the Keys of the Houſe of Da- 
vid, that openeth and no Man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and 
% no Man openeth, ſet the Door of Faith more and more 
„ open among you, till his Houſe be filled, and till he ga - 
„ ther together the Outcaſts of Iſrael; and may that Prayer 
„ for the Adverſaries be heard, Fill their Faces with Shame, 
that they may ſeek thy Name, O Lord! | 
As to the outward Manner, you ſpeak of, wherein 


„ moſt. of them were affected who were cut to the Heart 


„ by the Sword of the Spirit; No Wonder that this was at 
3 175 ſurpriſing to you, ſince they are indeed ſo very rare 
that have been thus pricked and wounded: Yet ſome 
A of the Inſtances you give ſeem to be exemplified in the 


_ ., +, qutward Manner wherein Paul and the Jaylor were at 
e firſt affected, as alſo Peter's Hearers, Acts ii. The laſt 


- . * Tnflance you give, of ſome Struggling, as in the Agonies 
af Death, and in ſuch a Manner as that four or five ſtrong 
Men can hardly reſtrain a weak Woman from hurting her- 


4 ſelf or others; This is to me ſomewhat more inexpli- 


& cable, if it do not reſemble the Child ſpoke of, Markix, 
37 EN | 4 26 


Here is one of the ſtrongeſt imaginable Caſes, ſome ſtrug · 
ling as in the Aponies of Death, and in ſuch a Manner that fouv 
5 27 ffrong Men can hardly reſtrain a weak Woman from hurting 
- GBerſclf or others ; ef which there is no Inſtance at Cambuſlang, 
nor indeed of any Thine ſo ſurpriſing and inexplicable: And yet 


Mr. Ine will not pretend to ſay but that it may be the Conſe- 


quence of ſudde and ſharp Awaknings, and may iſſue well; or 
that, ſuppoſe Satan may exert himſelf on ſuch Occaſions, there 
may-neverthelcfs be a Work of God carrying on at the ſame Time: 
And, in this, exactly agrees with what I have ſaid in the Preface 

Arg _ — 2 ＋ as be — — es of» painful 
* Diſeaſes aon # an upri ob, m ili in ſome Caſes 
7M —_ to affect 14 Sudeck In e Soul G may = —2 

a ſaving Work, and at the Time thereof. 


4 


Suwa On, cwo.lty 
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4 26. and Luke ix. 42. of whom it is ſaid, that while ' be 
4 was yet coming, the Devil threw him down and tare him; 
„ or what Influence ſudden and ſharp Awaknizgs may have 
“ upon the Body, I pretend not to explain: But I make 
4 no queſtion Satan, ſo far is he gets Power, may enen 
*< himſelf on ſuch Occafions, partly to hinder the good Work 
* in the Perſons who are thus touched with the ſharp Ar- 
* ros of Conviction, and partly to diſparage the Work of 
«© God, as if it tended to lead People to Diſtraction: How-' 
ever, the merciful Iſſue of theſe Conflicts, in the Con- 
« verſion of the Perſons thus affected, is the main Thing. 
* When they are brought by the faving Arm of God to' 
receive Jeſus Chriſt, to have Joy and Peace in 14 
« and then to walk in him, and give Evidence that 

« Work is a ſaving Work at length, whether more quickly. 
or gradually accompliſhed, there is great Matter of Praiſe. 
4 All the outward Appearances of Peoples being affected 
among us may be reduced to thoſe two Sorts ; One is, 
« Hearing with a cloſs, filent Attention, with Gravity and 


. «© Greedineſs, difcovered by fixt Looks, weeping Eyes, and 


* ſorrowful or joyful Countenances. Another Sort is, When 
they lift up their Voice aloud, ſome more depreſſedly and 
others more highly, and at Times the whole Multitude 
« in a Flood of Tears, all as it were crying out at once, ' 
till their Voice be ready to drown the Miniſter's, that he 
* can fcarce be heard for the weeping Noiſe that ſurrounds 
« him. The Influence on ſome of theſe, hike a Land- flood, 
« dries up, we hear of no Change wrought ; but in others 
it appears in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, and the Tract" 


„of a holy Converſation. May the Lord ſtrengthen you 


4 to go on in his Work, and in praying for the coming of 
« his Kingdom with yon and us! and 1 hope you 
not be forgotten among us, in our joint Applications to 
the Throne of Grace. I am, ; 


This Letter is in Mr. Reverend and dear Sir s 
- Wefley's Journal Your very affettionate Brother, and 
p. 62. June 1739. * © Servant in Chriſt, R 2 


There 2 nothing more needſul to, be believed, for vindi- 
cating the Work at Cambuſlang, than what the Reverend 


Mr. Erskine here allows; and, I ſhould think, his deliberare 
Sentiments upon the Queſtion, when not under any Biaſs by 
reaſon of his Situation and Connections, ought to be more re- 


: garded than his Oppoſition to the preſent bleſſed Work „ what 


64 

under the Power of Prejudice, and a viſible Biaſs on account 

of his Circumſtances. It will certainly occaſion him many 

Thoughts of Heart, if he compare what he has writ here, 

with the Act of the Aſſociate Presbytery anent a Faſt, in 
which, I ſuppoſe, he joined. The Act ſays; © 'Tis no Mon- 
« der that the Lord hath, in his righteous Diſpleaſure, left 
cc this Church and Land to give ſuch an open Diſcovery of 
« their poſta, from him, in the fond Reception Mr. George 
4 Whitefreld 45 met with, notwithſtanding that it is no- 

t tourly known that he is a Prieſt of the Church of Fngland, 

«- who hath ſworn the Oath of Supremacy, and abjured the 
« Solemn League and Covenant.” And yet Mr. Erskine, in 

the above Letter, bleſſes God for the Succeſs of Mr. Weſley's 

Miniſtry, and ſubſcribes himſelf his very affectionate Brother 

and Servant in Chriſt, who was then, and is ſtill a Prieſt of 
the Church of England, and who has, as well as Mr. White- 

field, ſworn the Oath of Supremacy ; and conſequently, ac- 

cording to the Dottrine of the Aſſociate Presbytery, has ab- 

jured the Solemn League and Covenant. 

' After reviewing Mr. Erskine's Letter, I can ſcarce believe 
y Eyes, when reading p. 25. of his True Chriſt no new 
Chrik.— Every new Chriſt, that was not to be ſeen in the 
« Bible Yeſterday, is a falſe Chriſt; new and ſtrange Sorts of 
« Convittions are to be ſuſpected; if, inſtead of Convictions, 
zus hear of Convulſions, bitter Outcrymgs, Frights, Fain- 
„ ings and Foamings, how 7. 6 is the Work!” And a- 
gain, p. 33. The true Chriſt is he that comes in the ſtill ſmall 
< Vorce. of the Goſpel, which alone is the Power of God to Sal- 
e vntion and Converſion, while therein is revealed the Righte- + 
*  ouſneſs of God from Faith to Faith, Rom. i. 16,17. Bur 
*« the newChrift, the falſe Chriſt of our Day, appears, as it 
were, ina Whirhwind, driving poor People out of their Wits ' 
« and Senſes ; beating down their Bodies withPains and Convul- 
« ſions, Diftempers and Diſtractions. Thine own Mouth con- 
demneth thee, and not I; yea, thine own Lips teſtify againſt 
thee: And ſurely, happy is he that condemneth not him- 

ſelf inthat Thing uhh he alloweth. 


* * * 5 
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ter Acts and Teſtimonies, marginal Note, p. 49. 1,35. ladd 
D anna! Kone, 2.49% 6 Bu 
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